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Today’s news 


woman 
forced to move 

THE Proles tan j co-leader of the non-sec- 
tarian Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition 
has had to move home because of intimi- 
dation by loyalists. Pearl Sagar, who was in- 
strumental in founding the campaigning 
group for peace, moved out of her previous 
borne in east Belfast after she suffered abuse 
from Protestants who felt she was letting 
down the community. Page 2 

Universities lower 
science standards 

STANDARDS of entry for science degree 
courses are lower than they were 20 years 
ago even in long-established universities, a 
new study has shewn. The research from 
Brunei University reveals that universities 
have had to lower standards because not 
enough bright sixth-formers are choosing to 
read maths and science. Researchers found 
that the requirements for entry to science 
courses in old universities had fallen by about 
half an A- level grade. Page 3 

Mine campaign 

A 22-year-old artist has brought together 
some of the biggest names from the worlds 
of politics, sport, design, music and a host 
of other disciplines to join in the fight against 
landmines. With no money and only a vision 
to spur her on, Rebekah Gilbertson per- 
suaded the rich and famous to contribute an 
image of a hand or foot to be published in 
a booklet entitled Nandlines. Page 3 

Tories target drivers 

THE Tories are to become the car drivers' 
champions as party strategists seized an op- 
portunity to cash in on motorists' fears that 
greener transport will cost them money. Sir 
Norman Fowler, will kick off the campaign 
today with a series of Parliamentary ques- 
tions and an attack on plans for a series of 
new taxes on motorists. Page 8 

Red faces at Louvre 

THE Louvre lost a painting on Sunday and 
20,000 people lost their tempers. It was not 
the biggest or the most valuable painting in 
the Louvre, but it was gone. All entrances 
to the building were blocked by police for 
nearly three hours. Page 5 


Business news 


Markets muted 

CITY traders who turned up for work yes- 
terday found themselves twiddling their 
thumbs as European financial markets gave 
a muted reaction to the weekend's “ECB 
presidency fudge". Pages 10 and 20 


Sports news 


United lift gloom 

MANCHESTER United lifted the gloom 
over Old TMoni following Arsenal’s cham- 
pionship triumph by beating Leeds United 
3-0 yesterday. Sport, page 27 


Drugs ‘kill cancer tumours 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

A COMBINATION of drugs 
which has been found by re- 
searchers in the United States to 
kill tumours in mice was last night 
bailed as a significant break- 
through in the search for a cure for 
cancer. The news took Wall Street 
by storm as shares in the compa- 
ny hoping to market the drugs leapt 
nearly six-fold. The drugs, angio- 
statin and endostatin, work by 
cutting off the blood supply to the 
tumours! When the drugs were giv- 
en intravenously to mice, tumours 
shrunk before disappearing alto- 
gether. They also appear to prevent 
the spread of tumours. 


Dr Judah Folkman, a Harvard 
professor and researcher at Boston 
Children's Hospital who discovered 
the treatment, called the combi- 
nation of proteins “very promis- 
ing", but warned that their success 
might not work on humans. "We 
have to be careful with expecta- 
tions," he said. 

It is impossible to speculate 
which types of human cancer might 
respond to the new drugs, but Dr 
Fo lkman said that they had elim- 
inated forms of colon, prostate, 
breast and brain cancers in mice. 
So far, be added, researchers bad 
not found a form of cancer in mice 
which they could not defeat. 

Dr Richard Klausner, director 


of the US National Cancer Insti- 
tute, said the initial studies were 
remarkable and that be hoped to 
start testing on a small number of 
humans within a year. *T am 
putting nothing on higher priori- 
ty than getting this into clinical tri- 
als," he told the New York Times. 

Shares in Entrcmed, of 
Maryland - which is hoping to mar- 
ket the two dregs - started trad- 
ing on the Nasdaq stock exchange 
at SI2JJ6, at one point readied $85, 
but later settled back to $59. 

In London, Professor Karol 
SOcora, head of the World Health 
Organisation’s cancer programme, 
said it was a "very exciting devel- 
opment” but warned that it 


would be a long time before it was 
available as a treatment 

“It is one of the most exciting 
things that is on the horizon, bnt 
if people have cancer now. I’m 
afraid it won’t help them at all,” 
he said. “It will be two years be- 
fore we know if it works. We have 
been this close to success before 
and it just hasn't panned out 
-There is a long way to go be- 
tween the animal experiments 
which have been done successful- 
ly and getting a drug which works 
successfully for a cancer patient 
each time. It very definitely works 
in mice, but the trouble is we don't 
know whether you can transfer this 
to humans," Professor Sikora said. 


Professor Adrian Harris, head of 
the ImpeifalChnOTltesea^ 
medical oncology unit and an ex- 
pert on angiogenesis, said: “This is 
an extension of previous work on 
endostatios which was published last 
year. Fnrinstatin, when given alone, 
has shown to have an anti-tumour 
effect as has angiostatin. The two 
drugs work using different mecha- 
nisms, and uqng them together has 
a marked difference on tumour 
growth in experimental systems.” 

The development of the drugs 
- which are fragments of protein 
found in human blood - is the end 
of a 30-year research process. 

Tbmours need blood vessels to 
provide them with the nutrients 


and growth factors, which they use 
to g row unchecked. Endostatin, the 
most powerful inhibitor of blood- 
vessel growth known, is a protein 
that has to be injected. However, 
it is also expensive and may have 
long-term toxic side-effects 

The new proteins e limina te 
the flow of blood to the tumour Jn 
addition, tumours treated with 
endostatin do not develop a resis- 
tance to the drug, as they can do 
with chemotherapy dregs. 

In one experiment, when pro- 
tein treatments were stopped 
among some mice, their tumours 
returned. But once the drugs were 
re- adminis tered continuously, the 
tumours receded. 



Gary Trotter, who object* to his son's CathoficisiTV being ejected from a church where the boy was making his First Communion 
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Middle East agrees: peace deal is dead 



By Robert Fisk ' • 

Middle East Correspondent 

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU and 
Yasser Arafat came to London yes- 
terday, dragged the corpse of the 
Oslo Agreement out of its coffin 
and - with respective satisfaction 
and despair- threw it back into the 
ground. Hours of fruitless talks be- 
tween the US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, and Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders - they 
were due to meet separately again 
last night -proved that the “peace 
process” for which President Gin- 
tan promised his full support in 
1993 is in effect dead The losers 
- at least for now - are the 
Palestinians. 

The day began with individual 
visits to Downing Street by Mr Ne- 
tanyahu and Mr Arafat, both of 
whom thanked the Prime Minister 
for his encouragement, but then 
went on to blame each other for 
the collapse of the 6sk> agreement. 


Mr Arafat warned of ‘'chaos" in the 
Arab world if the original land-for- 
peaoe deal agreed in "Washington 
was not fulfilled Mr Netanyahu's 
spokesman warned that if the deal 
was “land-for-terTorism”, Israel 
could no longer continue talking. 
Mr Netanyahu’s advisers remained 
publicly optimistic, talking in hope- 
ful soundbites. Israel had gone the 
"extra mile”, Mr Netanyahu him- 
self said. But US officials appar- 
ently did not discover what this 
extra mile was. Nor - in five hours 
of mostly intense talks with Mr 
Netanyahu - did Mrs Albright. 

The Palestinians openly ad- 
mitted that they now accepted a 
forthcoming Israeli withdrawal 
from only 13 per cent of occupied 
Palestinian land which was Amer- 
ica’s "compromise” proposal to 
break Mr Netanyahu’s insistence 
on giving up only another nine per 
cent But a glance at the original 
Oslo agreement shows what a 
mockery the discussions have now ■ 


become of tbe document so 
solemnly signed by Israel and the 
PLO five years ago. Under the 
terms of the September 13, 1993 
treaty, Israel should now have 
withdrawn from much of the West 


Mr Arafat warned 
of ‘chaos* ... 

Mr Netanyahu 
warned about 
‘land-for-terrorism* 


Bank and Gaza strip in prepara- 
tion for final status talks on 
refugees and settlements next year. 
But the PLO stiD control only four 
per cent of the land for themselves 
- a larger part is under joint Israeli 
and Palestinian control - and Mr 


Netanyahu, far from discussing 
Jewish settlements next year, is 
busy building more on occupied 
land dose to Jerusalem. Mr Arafat, 
who is supposed to be in charge of 
security in PLO territory, now 
boasts 12 intelligence services (he 
is allowed three under Oslo) and 
his secret service men have killed 
14 Palestinians in PLO detention. 

Yet he is now being asked by the 
Israelis to demonstrate greater 
security for them with fewer po- 
licemen; his 40,000 police are way 
over the Oslo permitted figure. 
The figures of 13 per oent and nine 
per cent over which the two sides 
are now haggling bear no relation 
to the any paragraph in the Oslo 
agreement 

While Mrs Albright hmebed 
with the Israeli leader at the 
Grosvenor House Hotel, Mr 
Arafat sat in his suite at Claridges 
hotel, expressing his ever greater 
resentment at being kept waiting. 
“We only came because the Amer- 


icans asked us," Saeb Exekat, one 
of his ministers, said. Mrs Al- 
bright called to apologise, but Mr 
Arafat then kept her waiting for 
half an hour before turning up at 
the Churchill Hotel. 

As photographers took their 
pictures in the conference room, 
Mr Arafat sat in silence, staring for 
much of the time at the floor. 

He left within 90 minutes, un- 
smiling and in silence. “The Pales- 
tinians have accepted the figure of 
13 per cent” Mr Erekat said. “But 
what we want is the full imple- 
mentation of Oslo we are not op- 
timistic about the talks." In the 
Churchill Hotel, US officials glum- 
ly admitted that tbe “peace process" 
appeared to be near an end. 

Behind them in the lobby stood 
the bust of Winston Churchill, 
himself a fervent Zionist but one 
who by 1948 pronounced Palestine 
a “hell-disaster”. He would have 
said the same again yesterday. 

Door to peace, page 9 


Father in 
unholy row 
over son’s 
communion 

By Diana Blamlres 


IT SHOULD have been a sa- 
cred moment — a child malting 
his first Communion, watched 
by friends and family. Instead, 
it turned Into a brawl, with the 
father evicted from the church 
and the police called. 

Members of tbe 
congregation at Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic church in 
Burnham. Buckinghamshire, 
put Gaty Th>ttei; 41, in a 
headlock before dragging him 
out. One worshipper shouted 
that he wanted to “ethnically 
cleanse” him. 

The trouble began when Mr 
Thjtter; who objected to his son 
Luke becoming a CatboHc, 
approached tbe priest who 
conducted the service, Fr Tony 
Brennan, to band over a letter 
and explain to worshippers 
what be was doing. It was 
then that members of tbe 
congregation pounced on him. 

Ft Brennan tried to 
intervene bnt more churchgoers 
leapt on Mr Trotter. Women 
burst into tears and a man 
threatened to kill Mr Trotter; 
who claims his son’s school is 
indoctrinating him into the 
Catholic faith against his will. 

He said lake had “told me 
on several occasions he did not 
want to take part in the church 
service and I have tried for sev- 
eral months to tell the school 
and the priest about this.” Luke 
is at Out Lady of Peace School 
in Burnham. His mother; 
Jacqueline Corriette, who is 
separated from Mr Trotter, bad 
consented to bis taking part in 
tbe service. 

A spokesman for tbe 
Northampton Roman Catholic 
Diocesan Thistees said that 
they bad sought legal advice be- 
fore the ceremony, “Luke’s 
presence at the school and the 
... wishes of his mother were 
reasons enough for accepting he 
should make his First Holy 
Communion." 
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Ulster peace woman forced out of home 


By Kim Sengupta 

m Belfast 


THE Protestant co-leader of the 
non-sectarian Northern Ireland 
Women’s Coalition has haH to 
move home because of intimi- 
dation by loyalists. 

Pearl Sagar, who founded 
the campaigning group for 
peace with Monica Mc Williams, 
a Catholic, moved to her pre- 
sent address from her previous 
home in east Belfast after she 


and her husband, Chris, a for- 
mer British soldier who served 
in Northern Ireland, suffered 
abuse from Protestants who 
felt she was letting down the 
community. 

Ms Sagar moved to a new 
home a while ago, but she de- 
cided not to publicise the mat- 
ter or spend time complaining 
about what happened. Instead 
she says, it made her deter- 
mined to cany on with her 
work so that others would not 


have to “put up with this sort of 
nonsense” in the future. 

She has, however, a kmgway 
to go. Her 18-year-old daugh- 
ter, Naomi, has been asked to 
stay away from, the same Protes- 
tant area because her fianc6 is 
a Catholic. 

The work of the coalition, 
which seeks to cut across class 
as well as religious barriers, bas 
been widely praised, among 
others, by Nelson Mandela, 
Bill Clinton and the Brit&i 


government. However, they 
have become targets for hard- 
liners opposed to the settlement. 

Ms Sagar sakh “The deciaon 
to move came . because of in- 
timidation It all got a bit much 
at the end, and I fed rather sad 
that it happened. I saw no point 
in drawing too much attention 
to it by going on about it. - 

“Naomi’s fianc£ is a 
Catholic, and when she went 
into a pub in the same area she 
was told to stay away. I suppose 


those people may have felt she 
would bear something and then 
the nationalists get to hear 
about it But that is, of course, 
nonsense - she would not have 
done anything' like that. Any- 
way, she and her fianc6 have 
shrugged it off and are just get- 
ting on with lives. 

“I find it odd that people 
should pul so much stress on re- 
ligion. When I met my husband, 
Chris, it did not occur to me if 
he was a Protestant or a 


Catholic. £t was years before we 
discussed the matter.” 

Ms Sagar and Ms Mc- 
Williams founded the coalition 
two years ago and. then won 
places at the Northern Ireland 
forum and Stormont after 
polling more than 7,000 votes 
in their fust election. The coali- 
tion will be campaigning for a 
“yes” vote in the referendum 
and will then decide whether to 
ran candidates for the subse- 
quent election. 


Ms Sagar said: “We moved 
homes a while ago, and one can 
only hope, things are getting 
better. 

There. is a great mood of 
change and people are fed up 
with politics on sectarian lines. 

“I was not really interested 
in politics until I joined the 
coalition. anf l all we are trying 
to do is put forward the expec- 
tations and worries of ordinary 
people.” 

Dealing with diehards, page 6 


Police hunt killer 

r Ftt who stabbed his vip- 
tim with a 9 in-knif e was being 
hunted by polk* seaside re- ; 

sort last nig* 11 - . ■ ^ , 

Mark Ogden, 22, was killed 
on Sunday night in a flat in 

Torquay and. police are still . 

_ 


Injured boxer 
still critical 


By Kate-Watson-Smyth 


SPENCER OLIVER, the box- 
er who had emergency surgery 
to remove a blood dot from his 
brain after collapsing during a 
bout at the Royal Albert HalL 
remained in a critical condition 
last night 

A spokeswoman at the Na- 
tional Hospital for Neurology 
and Neurosutgeiy in London, 
said the super-bantamweight 
was still in a “critical but stable” 
condition. 

She said the 22-year-old 
boxer’s condition had not im- 
proved during the day and he 
was still on a ventilator in in- 
tensive care. 

Oliver, who was recently 
named Young Boxer of the 
Year, had a three-hour opera- 
tion on Saturday to remove a 
blood dot after being knocked 
down in the 10th round as he 


defended his European title 
against the Ukrainian Sergei 
Devakov. 

He was treated for 15 min- 
utes in the ring before being 
stretebered away to Charing 
Cross Hospital, apparently 
unconscious. He was trans- 
ferred to the neurological hos- 
pital for emergency treatment. 

Doctors have said that if he 
survives he could be found to 
have suffered brain damage. 

The seriousness of his con- 
dition has sparked renewed calls 
from the British Medical Asso- 
ciation for bearing to be outlawed. 

But Tbny Banks, the Sports 
minister, yesterday rejected the 
demand as unrealistic. “Going 
for a ban is not the answer to this 
situation and it certainly isn’t one 
that the Government is con- 
templating. But 1 do believe that 
there is a case to look at the way 
that boxing is organised.” 
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Skirting the issue: Chicken Shed Theatre Company actors trying out costumes m London yesterday for its production of Stravinsky's Rite Of Spring. 
The designs are by students at the London Institute, where the show will be staged from next Wednesday for four nights Photograph: Rui Xavier 


have a triangular-shaped blade 
and possibly a Wade handle. 

The killer is described as a 
6ft, white, aged 18 or 19, and 
with skinhead style hair. 

‘End of canteens’ 

fTRMS might replace staff can- 
teens with food vending ma- 
chines next year, when tilt 
national minimum wage is in- 
troduced. A Staffordshire- 
based vending company, 
Spxingbank Industries, said it 
was predicting massive growth 
in the use of vending machines 
in offices as a direct result of the 
in form urn wage. 

Holiday hold-up 

THOUSANDS of motorists 
who spent their bank -holiday 
Monday heading for the cqiast . 
were stuck in three-mile tail- 
backs after a horsebox carrying ' 
two horses overturned and shut- 
one of Britain’s busiest motor- - 
ways. The M20 hear West 
Mailing in Kent, had. to be . 
closed yesterday lunchtime be- •_ 
'cause of the -accident. 

Scots factory ‘safe*/ 

GORDON BROWN was.ye#- 

ter day assured that a £2bn mi- 
crochip plant planned’ for! 
Scotland by a South Korean 
electronics giant will be com- 
pleted despite the Asian eco- 
nomic. criris. - . _ . 

The Chancellor, on a fact- 
finding tour of Asia, was reas- 
sured by executives .of the; 
Hyundai company in Seouli 
about the plant, which is ear-: 
marked for Dunfermline and; 
could create up to 1,800 jobs. 

Wright on song 

STEVE WRIGHT is to front 
the European end of a global 
pop show to be launched by 
CNN next month. The BBC DJ 
will present the show on World 
Beat, 'which the makers promise 
will be “the first ever truly 
global music album chart”. 
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FLOODING and mudslides 
in Ecuador have killed 214 
people and left 42 missing in 
the past six months; civil de- 
fence officials blame El Nino. 
A drought in Brazil threatens 
to starve ten million; meteo- 
rologists attribute it to El 
Nino. Major floods are pre- 
dicted for South China this 
summer; according to the 
Xinhua News Agency, this is 
“partly owing to El Nino". 

On Saturday, a spokesman 
for the Los Angeles County 
Department of Health said: 


“As we go into the simmer we 
-may. expect- an increase -hr-} 
rats because of the El Nino 
weather conditions.” And 
there’s another wony too: 
killer bees. “The African is ed 
honey bees are coming be- 
cause the rains have caused 
the desert to bloom.” 

A new game is storming 
the world. Anyone can play 
“Blame It On £1 Nino": all 
you need is a modicum of me- 
teorology and a good imagi- 
nation. Why was the first test 
match against the West Indies 
washed out? E) Nino related 
downpours. Why were all the 
other tests so exciting? Be- 
cause the El Nino related 
drought caused cracked and 
unpredictable pitches. 

Why did Arsenal win the 
Premiership? Low pressure 
areas of damp, warm air, cre- 
ated by El Nino and carried 
by the Gulf Stream, dumped 
their rains on Manchester, 
casting depression over the 
area and letting the London 
side sweep past Umt^cL ‘ 

And why do weather fore- 
casters sometimes get things !. 
wrong? Wfell I blame El Nino. 
You can never tdl what it’s go- - 
ing to be blamed for nexL . v 


\+ 


Maximum kit. Minimum prices 


DELL DIMENSION* XPS R350 

IAI 

DELL DIMENSION XPS R400MT MULTIMEDIA 
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£1,199 (£1,444.08) £1,599 (£1,914.08) 


PENTIUM II 
PROCESSOR 

400MHZ 



Yet again. Dell are able to offer you seriously fast desktop solutions at 
ridiculous prices. Like the Dell Dimension XPS R350 for only £ 1,199 
(£1.444.08 inc Del & VAT). And the Dell Dimension XPS R400MTfor an 
amazing £1,599 (£1.914.08 inc Del A VAT). Both incorporate the 
latest Intel® Pentium® II Processors and Intel 4408X chipsets, which 
combined deliver up to 20% faster performance* 

So get more for your money 
and get on-line to the 
worlds largest direct PC 
manufacturer** today. 
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Stars lend a hand to 
rid the world of the 
scourge of landmines 

An impoverished art student asked celebrities to 
visualise their life without a limb. Steve Boggan reports 



Qiidav 


** hold. 


A 22-year^)ld artist has brought logetfa- 
er some ° f the bluest names from the 

a hnct n p s P° rt ’ design, music and 

host of other disciplines to join in the fight 
a g ai n st landmines. 

With no money and only a vision to spot 
“^o^Rebekah Gilbertson persuaded the 
neb and famous to contribute an Image of a 
hand or foot to be published in a booklet en- 
titled “Handiines”. 

The booklet will be launched tonight at 
the National Portrait Gallery and then 
copies irill be sold in aid of the British Red 
Cross s Anti-Personnel Landmines Cam- 
paign. 


‘factory ^ 



tl ' •• - * 


Making a difference: Art student 
Rebekalt Gilbertson Laurie Lewis 

Among those who offered then - support are 
the artist David Hockney, who provided an 
image of a hand holding up a small placard 
bearing the words “Love Life**. 

Others indude footballer Ryan Giggs, Sir 
Elton John, violinist Lord Yehudi Menuhin, 
musician Joan Anna trading, sculptor An- 
thony Gormley, ballet dancer Darcey Bussed 
and guitarist Marik Knopfler. 

Ms Gilbertson asked the 45 contributors 
to imagine what life would be like without a 
band or Toot - the reality laced every day by 


hundreds of thousands of victims in 70 coun- 
tries. According to the Red Cross, there are 
an estimated 119 million rainpy waiting to ex- 
plode. 

Among the worst affected countries are 
Iran (16 million mines), Angola ( 15 miUion), 
Iraq (10 million), Afghanistan (10 million), 
Cambodia (10 million), Bosnia Herzegovina 
(up to 6 million) and even Egypt, which is 
thought to have up to 23 million, many left 
over Cram the El Alamein campaign during 
the Second World War. 

“In recent months, the campaign against 
the m anu fa cture and use of landmines - 
thanks in part (o the worldwide media at- 
tention accorded to Diana, Princess ofWales 
- has come to the forefront of public aware- 
ness,” Ms Gilbertson writes in the booklet. 
“It was this attention which ... prompted me 
as an artist to be aware of my hands as the 
tools vital to the expression of my creativi- 
ty. From there, it was only a small further step 
which suggested this book.” 

In a foreword to Handiines, Martin Bell 
MP describes his own experiences of en- 
countering landmines as a BBC war reporter 
and expresses frustration at the political dif- 
Dcnlties in dealing with the problem. 

“The rules of war require that maps be 
made of all minefields and that some dis- 
tinction be kept between soldiers and civil- 
ians,” said Mr BeU. 

“Yet in the wars of the new world disor- 
der mines are often laid by retreating units 
without any record being made of them - or 
the only record may be stored in the memo- 
ry of a soldier who laid them and was later 
killed.” 

Mr BeU adds: “This is more than just a 
question of saving lives. It is a question of 
returning countries to tbeir peoples — What 
is needed now is a war of liberation, a war 
that is waged by the engines of peace and dis- 
armament.” 

The photographer Ken Griffiths travelled 
to Angola and Cambodia to photograph vic- 
tims of landmines for the book. Those who 
agreed to sit for portraits left him deeply 
moved. 

“These faces told me that they were vic- 
tims not only of landmines but also of am- 
bitious politicians and greedy generals,” he 
said. 

“In those who chose to be photographed, 
all that remained to them in the midst of their 
universal grinding poverty was their digni- 
ty.” 


Decline in 
university 

standards 
for science 





Donation: Fashion designer Stella McCartney’s message of peace is one of dozens from 
celebrities In the ‘Handiines* booklet 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

STANDARDS of entiy for sci- 
ence degree courses are lower 
than they were 20 years ago 
even in long-established uni- 
versities, a new study of 750,000 
A-level students has shown. 

The research from Brunei 
University reveals that univer- 
sities have had to lower stan- 
dards because not enough 
bright sixth-formers are choos- 
ing to read maths and science. 
Researchers found that on av- 
erage, the requirements for en- 
try to science courses in old 
universities had fallen by about 
half an A-level grade. 

While popular subjects like 
medicine and dentistry had not 
dropped tbeir requirements, 
engineering and technology 
had. Professor Alan Smithers 
and Dr Pamela Robinson sug- 
gest that the fall in standards for 
all universities will be greater 
because the former polytechnics 
generally take students with 
lower A-level grades. 

The figures from the study, 
funded by the Leverhulme 
Thist, were compiled from a 
trawl through the records of all 
A-level entrants to the old uni- 
versities between 1975 and 1993 
when the polytechnics became 
universities. They show that 
the pattern of A-level study has 
changed dramatically. During 
that time, the number of A-lev- 
el entrants to the old universi- 
ties has grown by around 64 per 
cent but the number studying 
exclusively maths and science 
subjects at A-level has risen by 
just 0.1 per cent 

By contrast, the group of 
sixth-formers studying a mixture 
of arts and science at A-level, 
which was tiny in the Seventies, 
is up by 22 per cent and the 


group studying non-science sub- 
jects has increased by 59 per 
cent The shortfall in science ap- 
plicants has been made up by 
students talcing a mixture of arts 
and science at A-level. 

In 1975, four out of five en- 
trants to science courses came 
from the maths and science 
group. Now two out of five come 
from the mixed group. Howev- 
er, the students with the highest 
grades Id the mixed group tend 
to choose social sciences such as 
economics and business studies 
rather than science. 

Dr Robinson, deputy director 
of Brunei’s centre for education 
and employment research, said: 
“The system does seem to have 
compromised a bit on standards. 
The anecdotal evidence that 
there are not enough scientists 
and that they are of poorer qual- 
ity is based on reality. Before we 
had an dlite maths and science 
group entering university. Now 
we are seeing a much wider range 
of people.” The findings have 
important implications, she 
says. The need to persuade 
more sixth-formers to study 
both arts and science is urgent. 

Ministers* have just an- 
nounced a new exam to be tak- 
en after one year in the sixth 
form which aims to persuade 
young people to study five sub- 
jects for a year, but it has post- 
poned plans for an over-arching 
diploma to indude both arts, sci- 
ence and vocational subjects. 

Dr Robinson said: “The re- 
strictive three-subject A-level 
course is counter-productive to 
science. The Government's lat- 
est proposals do not go far 
enough. We need a five-subject 
structure which goes over two 
years.” Meanwhile, universities 
need to take into account the fact 
that they are dealing with students 
with a wider range of ability. 



Fat flies in griller warfare 


NEW NUROFEN ADVANCE 
FAST ROUTE 
TO PAIN RELIEF. 




0 


B, Kate Watson-SmytH 

it IS “griller warfare” with a difference. 
Burger Wag has launched a direct nvalto 
McDonald's Big Mae, which, ^compa- 
ny data, has been a huge success in the 

^itsaid its new Big King was the&attae 

-SESSKSS.-sr 

twoburgen. chwse, lcm “’ °“ on '£f" 
to andTSsu* sesame-seed bun. Hew- 


ever, the Big King weighs in at 4.4oz of beet 
compared with the Big Mac’s 3.2oz, is 
flame-grilled and is missing the middle lay- 
er of bread. 

A spokeswoman for the.company said 
that the Big King was different from oth- 
er Burger King products because of the 
sauce, which has been specially developed 
to compete with that on the Big Mac. 

But McDonald’s said h was supremely . 
unconcerned by the new launch and would 
not be selling a “McWhopper” in the near 
future.. 

“We think this a product that they have 
tried to launch in a number of different 


guises and it is nothing new," a spokes- 
woman said. “We have 77 per cent of the 
market in this country and we listen, to our 
customers, so we have no need to pay any 
attention to our rivals. 

“If We were number two then we would 
probably be trying everything we could to 
catch up, but as it is, we don’t need to do 
that, so we don’t need to worry;" 

Last year McDonald’s, which trails be- 
hind Burger King in the US fast-food mar- 
ket, launched the Arch Deluxe to try to 
increase its market share, but it was not a 

success and was taken off the market short- 
ly afterwards. 


When you haven’r gor rime for pain, cry 


new Nurofen Advance. Nurofen Advance is 


different because ic contains a unique ingredient. 
This is specially developed to be rapidly 
absorbed and get to the site of pain. Fasr. 



CONTAINS IBUPROPEN LYSINE 


NUROFEN ADVANCE.® FAST RELIEF FOR PAIN 


Available from your pharmacist. Always read the label. 
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The Rover 200 range starts at just ^9,700 with a year’s free insurance. 

An offer that’s extremely good value on the road, and heaven forbid, rather useful should 
you come off it. 


For more information call 0345 186 186 or visit www.rovercars.com. 

CAR SHOWN ROVER 211i 3 DOOR £9,700 ON THE ROAD. tSUBJECT TO INSURERS TERMS AND CONDITIONS. OFFER AVAILABLE UNTIL 30.04 98 
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I Theft embarrasses slack Louvre 


Adams' family values 

ARSENALS brilliant victory had a special glow for team 

iJvS? Adams * Jusl a few months ago his playing career 

ed doomed because of drink problems and injuries. But 
a month s intensive rehabilitation in a clinic near Nice, 
Aoams returned to say, after seeing what it had done to his 
e, hate alcohol". He went on to lead his team with 
inspiration on its way to victory in the Premiership. Some 
“y wonder how Tony celebrated Sunday’s triumph? 

anaora s answer like a true champion not some drunken 
yobbo. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if more BriLish aLhietes 
followed his example? 

Surfing Samaritans 

IS SUICIDE now regarded as a lau ghing matter by the 
Samaritans? So it might appear to anyone who hears 
their tasteless “Don’t hang up" radio recruitment ads. 
Pandora is happy to see that one alternative to this 
chanty — which seems to have succumbed to trendy 
Nineties marketing mania - could be the Internet. Not 
only is the Net proving effective at saving lives, it’s 
trying to catch murderers as welL Last week an 
unnamed British woman who posted a suicide note on 
the Net was rescued when an American read it on his 
computer and contacted local authorities in Leeds. She 
was treated at St James University Hospital and survived 
her drug and booze overdose. A few days later, a 
29-year-old computer programmer in California 
confessed to his “online support group" for heavy 
drinkers that, three years earlier; he’d burned down his 
house in North Dakota and killed his sleeping 5-year-old 
daughter in order to “rid me of her mother’s 
interferences", according to the New York Times. Three 
members of his group called the police and the has 
now been charged with murder. Pandora salutes all these 
Net surfing Samaritans. 

Sport’s digital exchange 

THE Digital Revolution now wants to jump off our 
television screens and straight into our sports stadiums. Like 
many airplanes and cars, every seat in an arena may soon 
be equipped with small individual computers. These will allow 
spectators to call up instant replays, watch the action from 
various camera angles and send e-mail to managers and 
players. One American baseball stadium, in Phoenix, 
Arizona, already has installed these abominations. What is 
this rubbish? Apart from the tantalising prospect of 30,000 
outraged Arsenal fans being able to e-mail their choicest 
insults to a visually challenged referee in the middle of a 
match. Pandora is appalled by this hi-tech device. The idea 
of attending a Jive event only to keep your eyes focused on 
a tiny computer screen - no doubt full of annoying ads for 
team-related merchandise - must be one of the most de- 
pressing technological "advances" of the late 20th century. 

Pandora 


DAILY POEM 


Genghis Khan’s Hat 

By Lee Harwood f 

Genghis Khan loves his new mauve hat 
sent by a feeble emperor far away. 

He wears it all the time, 
awake and asleep. 

Drums and gongs beaten in the encampment 
Wars and skirmishes in the distance. 

Coming and going. Fluttering banners. 

Horses kick up dust, flying turf. 

Among the tent "s yellow silk draperies 
we're here. 

Mr. Mauve Hat is out. 

History is out 

The leaves of summer trees 
the look in your eyes, 

On a distant steppe now 
a threadbare hat lying in coarse grass. 

This poem comes from Morning Light (Slow Dancer! Press, 
£6 Q91the first collection for 10 years by Harwood, who 
poised his first volume in 1965 a Ppeareda^ongside John 
Ashbeiy and Tbm Raworth in the influential Pengum Modem 

Poets 19. 
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Eleeant iewellery retains Us universal appeal - and high .value 

w/ accepting items for auction on 23td June 

* ^ woold be delighted togive you a foe valuation, 

*** ! Beilin* in this prestigious sale. Inspections;* 

strictest confidence. 

Suable it*** w: 

jBnstrated in the catalogs charee 
(closing date : 15th May). 

■ rmpTir nlease call John Benjamin or Keith 



By John Lichfield m Paris 


THE LOUVRE lost a painting on 
Sunday and 20,000 people lost their 
tempers. 

It wus not the biggest nr the most 
valuable painting in the Louvre - a 
diminutive landscape by Corot —but 
it was gone and an embarrassed mu- 
seum wanted it back. All entrances to 
the sprawling building were blocked by 
police for nearby three hours. 

Frightening rumours circulated 
among the large crowd trapped inside: 
there had been a murder, a bomb, a 
fire. People fainted, screamed, shout- 
ed. But the police insisted on search- 
ing the art-lovers’ bags - and some of 
the art-lovers' bodies - one by one. 

The liny 13in-by-19in canvas by the 
French, prc-lmpressionist painter 
Camille Corot was sliced out of its 
frame in an obscure, little-visited and 
unguarded room in the Sully pavilion. 
Its absence was noticed by an atten- 
dant at 1 30pm on Sunday. It was still 
missing yesterday. 

Five Corots were stolen from 
French museums - allegedly fur Japan- 
ese collectors - in the 1980s; all were 
later recovered. 



This is the fourth incident of the 
kind at the Louvre in the last four years. 
A religious robe from the 4th-centuiy 
BC disappeared from the collection of 
ancient Creek artefacts this January; 
two relatively obscure paintings van- 
ished in 1995 and 1994. There have also 


been several acts of vandalism. 

The attacks have mostly occurred 
on a Sunday when the museum is most 
crowded. On each occasion, the Lou- 
vre has promised to review its security. 
Pierre Rosenberg, president-director 
of the museum, admitted yesterday that 


the stolen Corot had no individual 
alarm: it was hung in a room with no 
permanent attendant and no video sur- 
veillance. The thief prised open a glass 
security case and cut around the paint- 
ing with a razor, without being noticed. 

Mr Rosenberg tried to be philo- 


Missing: A detail from Le Cheniin 
de Sevres by the pre-impressionist 
painter Camille Corot which has 
been stolen from the Louvre. It 
is the latest in a series of similar 
thefts from the museum 

Photograph: AP 

sophical yesterday. “In my opinion, 
thefts of this kind are relatively rare. 
They are part of our sad fate [as one 
of the most visited an galleries in the 
world]." 

The museum was not so relaxed 
when the theft was discovered. Viators 
complained that they had been 
squashed for two hours as bags were 
laboriously checked. No audible ex- 
planation was given. Louvre staff ex- 
plained that they bad been asking for 
a proper system of loudspeakers for 
years: the authorities had always re- 
fused, fearing it would make the place 
appear “like a supermarket". 

The missing canvas -Le Chemin de 
Skvres - was painted in 1858-9. Corot 
paintings fluctuate wildly in price - 
from £400 to £600,000 - according Lo 
their size and subject A Corot of a sim- 
ilar size and topic was sold recently in 
New York for just over £70,000. 


The Thomson Travel Group 
Share Offer. Only two days left 
, , Don't miss the float. 
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There is still time to apply. Buy 
shares in Thomson Travel Group and 
you will receive a range of benefits, 
including a 10% discount on Thomson 
holidays; You should complete and 
submit your application form to your 
chosen Share Shop or stockbroker as 
soon as possible. Completed appli- 
cation forms must be received by 
12 noon, Thursday 7 May 1998. 
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arising The Thomson Corporation poop otdTtornm Trod Group pk in ntawn to Urn OflerStmd m v*el*mliBtBntobTiqioiuaktotUToneotbertbmrixT1iomsmCoipoMtiOngroupaM1bmmTrmdGm^ 
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Republican dissidents step up attacks before Irish poll, as the Women’s Coalition fights to make the voice of reason heard 


Mortar assault 


raises stakes 


in peace vote 


By David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 


A MORTAR attack launched 
by an increasingly active break- 
away group from the IRA yes- 
terday failed to damage a 
Belfast RUC station, or to dis- 
rupt the annual marathon race 
in the city. None the less, the in- 
cident, and an explosion on the 
Belfast-Dublln railway line, 
served as reminders that re- 
publican dissidents are intent on 
increasing the temperature in 
the run-up to this month's ref- 
erendum on the Good Friday 
agreement. 

The group involved is as- 
sumed to be an unnamed splin- 
ter which broke away from the 
IRA in recent months in protest 
at the peace process. It suffered 
its Gist casualty mi Friday, when 
one of its members was shot 
dead by gardai during an at- 
tempted hold-up in Co Wick- 
low, not far from Dublin. 

Five men were remanded in 
custody when they appeared at 
a special sitting of the Special 


Criminal Court in Dublin on 
charges connected with the at- 
tempted raid. They were 
charged with possessing 
weapons, including a Kalash- 
nikov. The attack on the railway 
line was near the border at 
lunchtime yesterday, when 
there was a small explosion 
near the village of Qogfaogue. 
Services were suspended while 
security forces examined the 
area. 

Although three republican 
factions oppose the accord and 
the peace process generally, 
only one has the capacity to 
launch mortar attacks on the se- 
curity forces. Part of the Belfast 
marathon had to be re-routed 
following the discovery of two 
mortar bombs near the route. 
Race organisers described the 
disruption as minor. It is be- 
lieved the devices were fired at 
Grosvenor Road RLTC station 
in west Belfast during the night. 

The tussle within main- 
stream Unionism over the 
agreement is due to intensify to- 
day, when some of David Trim - 


ble’s Ulster Unionist MP& are 
to join the Rev Ian Paisley for 
the formal launch oE the No 


fguripnign 

A majority of the UUP’s 10 
MPs are against the accord, 
white the influential Orange Or- 
der has also reiterated its op- 
position. Representatives of 
the order are due to meet Ibny 
Blair in London later this week, 
following a visit by the Prime 
Minister to Belfast tomorrow. 
The Orange Order said it had 
□o option but to "advise the 
lodges that the many areas of 
difficulty in the agreement have 
not been satisfactorily resolved. 
Therefore the Grand Orange 
Lodge of Ireland cannot rec- 
ommend the agreement to the 
county grand lodges and mem- 
bers." 

The Unionist MP Ken Mag. 
innis said the decision did not 
reflect grassroots opinion, 
adding: "There have not been 
any objective debates within the 
order. It has been hijacked by 
a significant bat comparatively 
small element and that’s sad.” 


Smiling through: Women’s Coalition leader Pearl Sapr - ‘Hecklers look confined when I laugh at them,* she 'says 


Photograph: Brian Haris 


Woman whose movement makes 


mockery of the diehards 


By KfmSengupta 

in Belfast 


•T# 


The facts spe§k for tjbems^lves^alijiprt anyone, at any age, . 

imFK>tferif- of wtrichr there are many forms* such^ 
as lackof erection^md preniature ejaculation -but the good* 

n gsti c CegtijeKcap he& v 


What’s mom. recent new developments for the treatment . 
of impotence and prevention of premature ejaculation have 
proved to be tremendously successful which makes it even 
more important that you get the full facts without delay 
from the longest-established and probably the most 
experienced clinic in Europe. . >■;? 


Another fact is that whatever the cause or degree of 
impotence or premature ejaculation, generally men suffer 
in silence. But they neednt Our experienced consultants 
(many of whom were once sufferers themselves) will 
freely, informally and confidentially explain how A SIMPLE 
TREATMENT CAN, BE EASILY ADMINISTERED to restore 
most mens' sex lives. 


Over the last ten years we have successfully restored 
the sex lives of more than 12,000 men, most of whom 
continue to lead healthy, virile relationships with their 
partners right into their seventies and eighties. 


But that isn't going to be you unless you do something 
about it now. That 'something ‘ is a simple phone call 
to one of our consultants. Their advice is -free, relaxed 
and friendly. The fact is many of them have been in 
the same situation themselves. 


■ , 

PEARL SAGfeVK’S background 
is Protest^fTOr^Bg class, she 
js'essentiifltofo Unionist she is 
married :fi£!a.kritish soldier 
-who served in Northern Ireland, 
and until recently she was, she 
says, politically apathetic; "live 
. first time I ever voted. was. for 
myself, and that <As ju^fifaJ- 
years ago. w "^ ' . ' * - ft, • "■ 

Sagai*s 

' Women’s (ZoaiitibnHJOveSicnt 
has incurred die antipathy of 
same loyalist activists who 
farced heefe move foam her 
previous home. "She is. they 
say, a traitoewhobas betrayed 
her community. 

. It is not just street-level ex- 
tremists who find the 39-year- 
old grandmother such a threat 
to the established order. The 
Rev Ian Paisley and his Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party are said to 
seethe with rage at Ms Sagar 
asd her co-founder of the coali- 
tion, Monica McWilliams, who 
is a Catholic. Many of the insults 
flung at them were overtly sex- 
ist. “Stupid, whingeing women,” 
they were called at the North- 
ern Ireland Forum. Iris Robin- 
son, wife of DUP deputy leader 
Peter Robinson, declared: 

| “Thank God only 7,000 idiots 
voted for these women.” 

MS Sagar has become adept 
at turning the. sexist insults 
back on her attackers. When a 


IRISH REFERENDUM 






.DUP member, findfing'it difSr 
cult to fathom the consensual 
nature of the coalition, de- 
manded to knew whether it Was 
nationalist or loyalist, she. re- 
sponded; "Surely since we are. 
women it must depend on the 
time of the month." : 

When during discussions on 
decommissioning of weapons 
-Mr Paisley started a _ tirade 
about the birth rates of 
Catholics and how the Protes- 
tants must procreate to protect 
Ulster’s British legacy, she 
turned to a colleague and said, 
sotto voce: “Does he want an 
adjournment so we can all go 
and start at once?" 

And then there was Willie 
McCrea, also of the DUE who 
dedared: “As long as I live, I will 
have a mission, which is to 
teach these two women to stand 
behind the loyal men of Ulster." 
At this point Ms Sagar and Ms 
McWDUaras burst into a rendi- 


To request your free copy of Hie Complete Answer 
to Male Impotence and Premature Ejaculation* 
call our 24 Hour Confidential Answer Line on 
0171 629 8952 or 0161 236 0930 
or complete the coupon. 


tioh of “Stand By Your Man". 

The Women's Coalition was 
founded by Ms Sagar, a social 
worker, and Ms McWilliams, a 
social scientist, in 1996. With- 
in weeks they bad picked up 
7,731 votes for the Forum. Un- 
der a top-up system, designed 
to ensure the involvement of 
fringe loyalist groups, the coali- 
tion won two seats at the Forum 
and Stormont, taken up by the 
movement's two leaders. 

The bigger parties were not 
enamoured with the system. 
The Unionists, for example, 
ended up with only one more 
delegate than the coalition for 
the ail-party talks. 

Ms McWilliams, a Queen’s 
University graduate and a 
Michigan post-graduate, has 
had by far the higher profile of 
the two leaders of the move- 
ment Ms Sagar has kept a low- 
er profile. However, she refuses 
to be overawed by those who 


- consider themselves to be her 
political elders, “bis only when 
I got [to the talks] that I began 
to realise just how childish pol- 
itics had become in Northern 
Ireland, "she says. “People here 
have simply bran playing poli- 
tics for the last 28 years. 

H AU the talking has been 
about the sectarian divisions, 
with powerful interests doing 
their best to maintain that di- 
vide. What they haven 4 ?' ad- 
dressed are the real, issues like 
the' conditions the working- 
class people live in, their jobs, 
their education." 

Ms Sagar and her colleague 
have tried to steel themselves to 
cope with the barracking and 
heckling to which they are sub- 
jected. She explained: “I've 
probably been helpedby the fact 
that I am not particularly po- 
litically correct, and I sometimes 
laugh at jokes I shouldn’t do. 
Our hecklers look confused 
when I laugh at them. I’ve also 
taught myself just to cany on 
with the speeches, you can see 
that deflate them as welL" 

She believes the future is full 
of promise. “What the peace 
process has done is change the 
political map of Northern Ire- 
land," she says. “People will 
hope folly in the future not vote 
according to whether they are 
Catholic or Protestants, but ac- 
cording to their own hopes and 
needs. I’m very glad I am here 
to see this happen.” 


Stomach bug linked to heart disease 


Please send me my free copy of The Complete Answer To Male 
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INFECTION by a bug normally 
associated with stomach ulcers 
may contribute to heart disease, 
scientists said yesterday. 

Italian researchers found 
evidence of, the organism, He- 
licobacter pylori in 62 per cent 
of people with heart disease and 
only 40 per cent of those with- 
out the disease. Dr Vincenzo 
Pasceri, of the Catholic Uni- 
versity of the Sacred Heart in 
Rome, who led the study, said: 
“The prevalence of infection by 


Helicobacter pylori was similar 
in patients with heart attack, un- 
stable chest pain, or chrome 
chest pain. The findings strong- 
ly suggest that the association 
between Heticobacter pylori and 
heart disease is related to the 
strength of this bacteria." 

Tbc researchers looked at 88 
patients who had ischaemic 
heart disease, a condition 
caused by poor Wood flow to the 
heart and whit^h causes heart at- 
tacks. They were matched by an- 


other group of 88 who did not 
have beart disease. TbeirfirKfings 
are reported in the Journal of the 
American Heart Association 

The key factor was whether 
the bacteria was a virulent 
strain with a gene called CagA. 
Heart disease affected 43 per 
cent of people with bacteria con- 
taining this gene, compared 
with 17 percent of those whose 
bacteria lacked the gene. 

Helicobacter pylori takes the 
form of tiny, spiral-shaped or- 


ganisms which live in the stom- 
achs of most people and occa- 
sionally cause of gastritis, the 
underlying condition behind ul- 
cers and some forms of cancer: 

Dr Pasceri said people with 
ulcers because of Helicobacter 
pylori infection should not as- 
sume they were at Increased ride 
of heart disease. But he added: 
“Prevention and treatment of 
these infections may be a new 
strategy for the prevention of is- 
chaemic heart disease." 
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Will trams return to Regent Street? 


Gamer 

THE CHAOTIC clash of 
pedestrians and vehicles in 
London’s West End could soon 
be history if plans to remove all 
traffic from Regent Street and 
the surrounding area are ap- 
proved. The re introduction of 
trams, which disappeared from 
the capital’s landscape 40 years 
ago, is central to the plans. 

The Crown Estate, the state 
body which owns both sides of 
Regent Street along with large 
tracts of the most exclusive 
parts of central London, has un- 
veiled plans to make the area 
more pedestrian-friendly. Work 
on the scheme could start in 
2000. 

The environment ally, 
friendly vision includes pedes- 
trianising the shopping area of 
Bond Street, Oxford Street 
and Regent Street, as well as 
the entertainment destinations 
of Soho and Covent Garden, 
and the ceremo nial spaces of 


Traffic chaos: Pedestrians and cars vying for space in Regent Street 


Trafalgar Square, Horse 
Guards Parade, Whitehall and 
Parliament Square. 

At present more than 150 
buses an hour travel along Re- 
gent Street between Oxford 


Freed Briton 
learns of 
father’s death 


By Steve Boggan 

A BRITON who was kid- 
napped with his family by 
Yemeni tribesmen was released 
to be greeted by the news that 
his father had died while he was 
being held hostage. 

David Mitchell was told of his 
father's death by British diplo- 
mats after he was freed with his 
wife, Carolyn, and son, Ben, 14, 
from a two-week ordeaL 

The family were kidnapped 
by members of the Beni 
Dabiyan tribe who demanded a 
ransom and improved local fa- 
cilities from the Yemeni gov- 
ernment. In spite of the 
experience, Mr Mitchell, a 
teacher with the British Coun- 
cil, said he would return to fin- 
ish his contract. 

“I don't feel any resentment 
towards the country and no re- 
sentment towards the people 
who have been imprisoning us 
in the last few days," be told BBC 
Radio 4’s Today programme. 

“We are going home to Eng- 
land for a while - 1 don't know 
bow long - and then I intend to 
come back and see out my con- 
tract here." 

David Pearce, deputy head 
of the British Mission, said Mr 
Mitchell's brother had written 


telling him about the death of 
their father, who has not been 
named. He had been seriously 
flj for some time. 

“It was one of the first things 
we told him,” Mr Pearce said, 
adding that the family had been 
well treated except for an inci- 
dent when Ben had been struck 
with the butt of a rifle. “I think 
the whole event has been dis- 
tressing and [the death] is an- 
other event that added to that." 

The family were kidnapped 
on 17 April as Mr Mitchell 
drove his wife and son to the air- 
port near Sanaa, the capitaL 
They live m England and had 
been visiting for Easter. 

“We were driving along a 
straight section of the road and 
suddenly a Jeep slewed across 
the road in front of us,” said Mr 
Mitchell. “Four aimed men 
jumped out and effectively 
blocked the road, so we had to 
stop. 

“As we saw them in front, my 
reaction was ‘Oh no! I know 
what's happening and it’s hap- 
pening to us’. 

“It has to be said that the 
treatment was very good. They 
were extremely generous, very 
kind, very thoughtful and we 
never bad any fear for person- 
al safety at any time.” 


h '■ 




Circus and Piccadilly Circus 
during rush hours and outside 
rush hour there are lines of 
empty buses waiting in the 
street. One solution is to in- 
troduce advanced bus control 


measures such as an automat- 
ic vehicle location system. 

Christopher Howes, chief 
executive of the Crown Estate, 
said: “As freeholders of virtu- 
ally all the property in Regent 


Street the Crown Estate has 
taljen the initiative to seek a so- 
lution to the traffic problems in 
the street, in a step which 
recognises the importance we 
place on this unique part of the 
nation's heritage. 

“The Crown Estate has al- 
ready shown its commitment to 
Regent Street with investment 
amounting to at least £100m dur- 
ing the past ten years, and we are 
deter mine d to reinforce this 
and push through our virion for 
a pedestrian-friendly shopping 
environment- a move which will 
contribute towards making Re- 
gan Street the top shopping des- 
tination in Europe. 

“In our view, the ideal so- 
lution would be to remove all 
tr affic from Regent Street and 
have a, dedicated form of en- 
vironmentaBy-friendly trans- 
port, a rapid transit system. 
This is the beginning of what 
will obviously be a lengthy and 
complicated process. However, 
we are aiming to carry out con- 


sulfations select the pre- 
ferred option » dxai imple- 
mentation can begin in the 
year 2000." 

Last yearthe Opwa Estate 

commissioned transport plan- ■ 


““■6 - S ' - , . 

tants, WS Atkins, to develop 
traffic management and envi- 
ronmental enhancement Eola- 
tions for Regent Street. WS 
Atkins has come bade with 
three options which axe being 
put to statutory consuitees as 
well as stakeholders and inter- 
est groups. 

The first combines side road 
closures and improved pedes- 
trian facilities with bus lanes 
running the le ng t h of Regent 
Street; the second would dou- 
ble the width ctf pavements and 
dose the road to aD vehicles ex- 
cept buses, taxis, emergency ve- 
hides and other essential 
vehicles; and the third option 
involves dosing Oxford Street 
to traffic and stalling; a ded- 
icated rapid transit system. 


Car free zone: Artistes impression of how Regent Street 
might look, with trams Photographs: Crown Estate 
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Tories cash in on 
car drivers* fears 


Government accused of concealing plans for green taxes 


By Fran Abrams 

ftoiitical Correspondent 


THE TORIES are to become the car 
drivers’ champions as party strate- 
gists seized an opportunity to cash 
in on motorists’ feats that greener 
transport will cost them money. 

Sir Norman Bowler, the Conser- 
vative transport spokesman, will 
kick off the campaign today with a 
series of parliamentary questions and 
an attack on plans for a series of new 
lazes on motorists. 

The move follows the revelation 
at the weekend that an official from 
the Prime Minister’s policy unit bad 
complained of John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, becoming 
too anti-car. In a memo under Tony 
Blair's name, Geoffrey Norris sug- 
gested that plans for an integrated 
transport policy which would help 
Britain to meet the emissions targets 
set at the Kyoto s ummi t last autumn 
were going too far. 

In a subsequent television inter- 
view, Mr Prescott described Mr 
Norris as a “teenybopper” and dis- 
missed suggestions that his views 
were shared by the Prime Minister. 


Mr Blair was behind the green agen- 
da and was committed to Britain 
meeting its Kyoto targets, he said. 

Spotting a possible opening 
through which the opposition might 
extract valuable political points, Sir 
Noiman announced plans for his cam- 
paign. He argued that Mr Prescott's 
planned White Paper on integrated 
transport should have been pro- 
duced before the local elections be- 
cause it is bound to prove deeply 
controvereiaL He is asking the Deputy 
Prime Minister to spell out his poli- 
cies on the motorist, on car parking 
and on new road-travel taxes. 

Among the proposals expected to 
be contained in the new White Pa- 
per, scheduled for early June, are 
plans to allow local authorities to 
charge motorists to drive into cities. 
As an incentive, the Treasury has 
agreed not to claw bade the revenues 
from the schemes but instead to al- 
low councils to keep them. 

Sir Norman said there was grow- 
ing public concern about the Gov- 
ernment’s plans for new taxes on 
motorists. “As the No 10 Policy Unit 
suggested, the taxes will hit middle 
England hardest They win hit the 


housewife going shopping as well as 
the factory worker using his firm’s 
car park. The greatest scandal of all 
this is the way that this transport 
White Paper has been delayed be- 
yond Thursday’s local elections. Mr 
Prescott knows only too well that his 
proposals will be deeply controver- 
sial,’' he said. 

A spokesman far the Automobile 
Association said it was not a “mo- 
toring at all costs” organisation but 
believed in responsible car use. 
However, motorists contributed 
around £30bn to the Treasury each 
year with precious little return. 

“We do have high hopes for the 
White Paper, but it is high time that 
reform of taxation was addressed. 
Road maintenance has fallen to an 
appalling level” he said. 

A spokeswoman for the Depart- 
ment of Transport, Environment 
and the Regions said the Govern- 
ment had always planned to publish 
the White Paper at the beginning of 
June. It could not do so sooner be- 
cause it needed to take into account 
the findings of select committee in- 
quiries into air traffic and railways. 

Leading article, page 18 



Glenda goes 
back to her 
roots 


GLENDA JACKSON was shying 
nothing- with flowers yesterday as 


iiniii r - — 

to be may or of London, writes Fran 
Abrams. 

jfr pmKn ologfats might have di- 
vined, though, that, the former acs 


Head 9 G — . . 

in Notting BIB, London, had more 
to it than mere nostalgia. 

It had been dghtyears snwe flie 
transport minister, who was elect- 
ed as MP for Hampstead in 1992, 

. was last on a EHzii set* But one thing 
was for sure, she said. The new may- 
or would never stray for from the . 
world of lowfedom. The issue of 
bookings for film crews Is such a 


K" ot — ; — ; # 

b fihff fnmgniwakM n the oewnmy- 
ofs office to tackle it. 

Hugh Grant, who is hr Notting 
Hill making a sequel to J Rwr Wed- 


Glenda Jackson with actor ax) admirer Hugh Grant hi Notting HID yesterday 


Photograph: PA 


that he presented the minister with 
not one bunch of flowers hot two. 1 
am a great fan,” be confessed. But 
Ms Jackson confessed little beyond 
the fact that she used to like to do 
the crossword between takes. And 
the mayor’s job? Nothing could be 
farther Ihan her mindLSlK was sim* 
pty here to make sure Londoners vot- 
ed “yes” in Thursday’s referendum. 
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Battle over building homes 
is key to the rural vote 


BASINGSTOKE is booming. 
The Hampshire town regular- 
ly comes near the top of the list 
of places with least unemploy- 
ment. The shopping malls are 
bustling. And if there is a local 
issue in Thursday’s council eiec- 
. tions - as opposed to a beauty 
contest for the three national 
parties contesting seats - it is 
howto cope with Basingstoke's 
prosperity and burgeoning de- 
mand for building land. 

If anywhere, this is where 
Tory revival has to begin. The 
other week Tbry leader William 
Hague visited the .Oakley ward 
- currently held byihe Liberal 
Democrats- in order to assert 
Tory fidelity to the idea ofpro- 
tecting the green acres from 
rampant housebuilding. (That 
it’s a faith they have found 
only since last May is another 
story, as is, the fact that the 
Tories control Hampshire 
County Council, which compiles 
the “structure plan” allocating 
Basingstoke a target for ac- 
commodating new housing.) 

Locally, the Tories see plan- 
ning as a good issue. “TTiey” 
want to build in rural areas, says 
Tory leader Keith Brant omi- 
nously. Liberal Democrat Paula 


Local elections: Booming Basingstoke 
gives a clue to Tory fortunes, writes 
David Walker, Social Policy Editor 


Rater, leader of the councQ, ac- 
cepts that there will be devel- 
opment around Basingstoke. 
But it should be a local decision 
as to where. “This is a young 
town, there is a rising demand 
from families who are looking 
for homes. We want to provide 
for our own - the problem is 
that cmmnutersalso wanttolive 
here to reach London.” . 

Basmgstoke,a^Lalxra^ 
Jade Evans, has no “brownfield? 
sites within its boundaries. He 
blames the previous Tory gov- 
ernment for imposing so many 
bouses on Hampshire. “What is 
going to happen? Somebody 
somewhere has got to come up 
with some ideas.” 

But will planning swing votes 
as well as generate lively local 
argument? Some 20 seats on 
Basingstoke and Deane coun- 
cil are being contested. As of 
now the Tories are the largest 
single party with 22 members 
but the LDs have 17 and 


Labour 14 and a power sharing 
arrangement between them has 
kepi the Tbries out of office. No 
one expects this basic arithmetic 
to change though Mr Evans, for 
Labour, hopes that if the LDs 
do lose a handful of seats to the 
Tories, Labour will then be 
able to claim the leadership of 
the authority. . . . “ 

“■ "Paula Baker thinks that the 
"larger Liberal Democrat pres- : 
: etfee in the House ofCorambns 
since last May will be helpful by 
raising the party’s local profile. 
They need to, asserts lory Kei- 
th Brant, “locally all they have 
done is cycle tracks and things 
- we will show people we can 
administer”. But be is not san- 
guine about the council chang- 
ing hands, barring some great 
surge by Basingstoke’s handful 
of independents shifting the 
balance of power. Labour’s 
view is that Tony Blair's success 
in securing agreement in Ulster 
has further advanced the par- 


ty's popularity on the doorstep. 

Basingstoke is, unofficially, 
a Tbry target area. What that 
means, equally unofficially, is 
that if the party cann ot add to 
its strength this time round, 
William Hague’s leadership is 
having little effect on party for- 
tunes. According to Michael 
Tickner, Tbry leader in the out- 
er London borough of Bromley, 
they are on their way. His peo- 
ple are recording swings of 20 
per cent in their direction in 
some wards, though he admits 
they are solid areas and the real 
test will come in marginal areas. 

London's referendum will, 
he fears, “muddy the waters”: 
it bats been a Labour public re- 
lations cam paign, and a waste 
of public money. The Tories are 
also asking for a yes vote in 
favour of a London mayor and 
assembly. He hints that were the 
no campaigners to be a bit 
more active, they might secure 
support 

The message Mr Tklsner is 
trying to ram home is council 
tax. If electors would only look 
elsewhere, he says, they would 
see how “frighteningly expen- 
sive” is rule by Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats. 


Blunkett rapped on 'Henry VIII* power 


By Fran Abrams 


SWEEPING “Henry VUT 
powers which will allow David 
Blunkett to change rules on bow 
schools are governed without 
consultation have gone too for, 
a House of Lords Committee 
has ruled. Mr Blunkett has 250 
new powers under a Bill now in 
the Lords, three of them “Hen- 
ry VII P measures which will al- 
low him to change the law 
without further consultation. 

Among other things, the 
School Standards and Frame- 
work Bill introduces the Gov- 
ernment’s pledge to cut infant 
class sizes and to allow for 
parental ballots on the future of 
grammar schools. It abolishes 



Blunkett: No consultation 

grant-maintained schools as 
well as making changes to gov- 
erning bodies, school budgets 
and school admission poli- 
cies. 

In particular, the committee 


questions why the Govern- 
ment's class-size limit of 30 
does not appear in the Bill it- 
self but in regulations, allowing 
for it to be changed. 

Likewise, controversial rules 
on how parents will be able to 
force a ballot on the future of 
a local grammar school, and 
who will be able to vote in it, 
have not been spelt ouL 

“These clauses of the Bill 
have already attracted consid- 
erable controversy. “These 
powers cover important matters 
of substance which cannot be 
dismissed as mere details,” the 
report from the House of Lords 
Select Committee on Delegat- 
ed Powers says. 

The trend for ministers to 


take on additional powers not 
fully detailed in Bills is a 
growing one, the committee 
adds. “It is, however, a trend 
which the committee views with 
considerable concern.” 

Baroness B latch. Conserva- 
tive education spokeswoman 
in the House of Lords, wel- 
comed the report and said that 
the Conservatives had always 
adhered to the committee's 
recommendations when they 
were in power. The Labour 
government should now set out 

precisely what powers it was tak- 
ing and how it proposed to use 
them as well as seeking the per- 
mission of Parliament before 
putting them into effect, she 
said. 
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The door to peace is opened in vain 


®y Robert Fisk 

East Correspondent 

A POLICE helicopter purred lazily 
over us when Benjamin Netanyahu 
2“?!.* No 10 to tell us how 

*** lo ^ Blair. It 
tolled hack, high in the spring sun- 

Passer Arafat emerged 
from Downing Street an hour later 
to thank the British Prime Minister 
tor his commitment to the “peace 
process”. How they loved Tony. 
How they hated each other. And all 
tee vdifle, behind us, looms that fate- 
nu i building in which Lord Balfour 
had composed in 1917 Britain’s de- 
claration of support for a Jewish 
homeland in Palestine. 

So there was “Bibi”, immaculate 
as ever in dark suit and thick white 
hair, telling us that there could be 
progress if both sides showed “flex- 
ibility” . Israel, he claimed, “had al- 
ready gone the extra mile”. The 
Palestinians took the view that Mr 
Netanyahu’s extra mile was the dis- 
tance that Israel’s latest Jewish set- 
tlement extended into occupied 
Arab land. Mr Arafat - emerging 
from his own separate meeting with 
Mr Blair, ashen-faced, lower lip 
quivering, his keffiyeh untidy - 
warned only that “Netanyahu must 
take the responsibility of ... the chaos 
that might take place in the region 
if the result of these talks is not 
positive.” 

A mile away, through streets left 
empty by the bank holiday, the Is- 
raeli prime minister was already 
tal king to Madeleine Albright, in the 
sumptuous suites of the Grosvenor 
House Hotel The foyer - with its 
fake log fire and oO painting of ice 
skaters - looked ominously like the 
smoking room of the Titanic, and 
within minutes, there was Israel’s 
spokesman, David Bar Dan, with his 
ice-cold public school accent, 
strolling through the lobby to tell 
journalists - in response to Mr 
Arafat’s statement - that “if the for- 
mula is land-for-lerrorism, we can’t 
go on with this”. 

It was the language of children 
that both sides spoke yesterday, the 
language of threat and false com- 
promise. How Mr Netanyahu and Mr 
Arafat loved peace, strove for peace. 
But they could not even bring them- 


selves to talk to each other. Mr 
Arafat was so politically weakened 
that all he could do, pathetically, was 
to accept Vfashington’s demand for 
a further 13.1 per cent Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank - in it- 
self a hopeless diminution of the Oslo 
agreement. In the Grosvenor House, 
Ms Albright- the supposedly tough- 
talking US Secreiaty erf State who has 
used all the anger of a sheep to per- 
suade the Israelis to stop building set- 
tlements on occupied Arab land 
and adhere to the Oslo timetable - 
tried to persuade Mr Netanyahu to 
cede more than 9 per cent of the land 
in the next handover of tenitoiy to 
Mr Arafat. In vain. 

So much for the Palestinian state. 
So much for its putative capital of 
Jerusalem. So much for peace. Out- 
side No 10. the networks were telling 
their viewers - in the words of the 
man from the BBC - that Ne- 
tanyahu had “little room for com- 
promise" because of his divided 
cabinet. There was no hint in his 
broadcast that Israel is not abiding 
by the terms of the signed Oslo deal. 

Mr Bar Dan spelt out the situa- 
tion all too dearly. Israel wanted 
more security from Mr Arafat and 
demanded that he reduce the 
number of his Palestinian policemen. 
Better security, fewer police. Who, 
one wondered, dreamed up these 
crazed formulas? 

The Blair theory, that "it’s im- 
portant just to talk”, also failed yes- 
terday. For afl Messrs Netanyahu and 
Arafat wanted to do was blame the 
other for the darkness approaching 
the Middle East and make sure that 
the world took their side when the 
storm broke. 

As for Ms Albright, she unchar- 
acteristically avoided the press for 
much of the day; when she arrived 
in London on Sunday night, she had 
nothing to say. And precious little to 
do. Five years ago, on a bright au- 
tumn afternoon on the White House 
lawn. President Bill Qinton 
promised America's "active sup- 
port ” in “the difficult work that lies 
ahead”. Yesterday, fearful as ever of 
the Israeli lobby in the United 
States, and unwilling to criticise Is- 
rael Washington seemed ready to 
walk away from the “peace process” 
it once guaranteed. 





*K, 




Albright sidelined 
and undermined 


Tony Blair waits to greet Yasser Arafat at No 10 yesterday, where the Prime Minister held separate 
talks with the Palestinian leader and Benjamin Netanyahu. The Israeli Prime Minister is refusing to 
agree to the US demand to pud out of a further 13 per cent of Arab land Photograph; Tom Pilston 


By Mary Dejewky 

in Washin gton ^ „„„„ _____ 

THE senior US representative at yes- 
terday’s Middle East talks, the Sec- 
retary of State, Madeleine Albright, 
has become a familiar figure on the 
world scene since she became Amer- 
ica’s first female executive of foreign 
policy 16 months ago. Internation- 
al jet-setter that she has become, she 
arrived in London hotfoot from a 
gruelling Asian tour that took in 
Japan, China and Mongolia. 

But even as she was deep in sen- 
sitive discussion in Peking on prepa- 
rations for President Bill Clinton’s 
China summit next month, an arti- 
cle appeared in Washington that 
seemed to cut some of tbe ground 
from beneath her feet. Ms Albright, 
said two veteran, well-connected 
political observers, was no loDger 
making important foreign policy de- 
cisions, if ever she had been. She was 
being routinely bypassed by the 
President and his increasingly trust- 
ed National Security Adviser, 
Samuel (Sandy) Berger, and there 
was a risk, according to one quoted 
State Department official that she 
was becoming “a decoration”. 

It is not unusual for analysts to pick 
on one, perhaps minor, policy dis- 
crepancy and elevate it to an expres- 
sion of a bigger rift. In this case. 
Rowland Evans and Robert Novak 
said that Mr Clinton had “quietly 
pigeonholed” a warning from the for- 
mer president George Bush to the Ser- 
bian leader, Slobodan Milosevic, 
threatening US military intervention 
if Serbia destabilised Kosovo. Not re- 
peating the threat, said Evans and No- 
vak, when Serbian troops started 
killing Albanians in Kosovo last 
month, “greatly reduces ... Ms Al- 
bright’s diplomatic freedom of anion”. 

Evans and Novak have their own 
policy axe to grind: they predict may- 
ban in Kosovo that could “dwarf 
Bosnia’s bloody fighting” unless a 


credible US threat is in place. It is also 
true that Mr Berger was subsequently 
asked whether what has become 
known as the “Christmas warning” to 
Mr Milosevic had been abandoned, 
and denied it. Or rather, be said that 
“no option is ruled out” - which may 
not be quite the same thing. On the 
other hand, there are gathering signs 
that Ms Albright’s impact on Wash- 
ington policy-making may be devel- 
oping in inverse proportion to the 
frequency of her travels. 

Mr Berger is a consummate 
Washington operator with five years 
at the White House, and Evans and 
Novak claim that he and President 
Clinton between them are making 
foreign policy according to the pri- 
orities of US domestic policy. They 
suggest this as a reason why Ms Al- 
bright's star seems to have faded. 

A more valid criticism might be 
that Ms Albright, in reportedly try- 
ing to persuade Mr Clinton to be 
tougher on Israel over the Middle 
East peace agreement and failing to 
extract from him a threat of US in- 
tervention in Kosovo, may herself 
have lost sight of domestic priorities, 
especially in an election year. 

Nor has she managed to notch up 
any diplomatic achievement abroad 
that might lend her political clout at 
home. Iraq, Iran, Russia, Cuba - in- 
creasingly, the initia tive is being 
taken elsewhere than Washington. 
Her whistle-stop tour of Europe and 
the Gulf this winter failed to drum 
up allied support for new US strikes 
on Iraq even from some of Wash- 
ington’s staunchest Arab allies. 
Meetings with Israeli and Palestin- 
ian officials have yielded no progress. 

Ms Albright’s defenders would ar- 
gue that the failures are not hers but 
reflect the intractability of remaining 
world conflicts. It was probably wise of 
Stale Department spokesmen, none the 
less, to stress in advance of yesterday's 
talks that hopes of breaking the Mid- 
dle Fast deadlock looked dim. 
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Leaders dose ranks 

over euro wrangle 


By Katherine Butler 

m Brussels 


WIDESPREAD cynicism about the 
fudged deal to select the first pres- 
ident of the European Central Bank 
was brushed aside by political lead- 
ers yesterday as they closed ranks, 
in public at any rate, to play down 
the significance of the Franco- 
German wrangle. 

The continental press gave the 
deal an overwhelming thumbs down 
and members of the European Par- 
liament warned it could be illegal un- 
der the terms of the Maastricht 
treaty. Wim Duisenberg, the 
majority-backed candidate, was 
forced to declare he would stand 
aside after four years of the eight- 
year term of office to allow his 
french rival Jean Claude Trichet to 
take over in 2002. Mr Trichet will 
serve a full eight years, the European 
Commission confirmed yesterday. 

The deal was done after France 
wielded its veto during an eleven 
hour stand-off which marred the 
weekend launch of the single cur- 
rency and sparked fears that the Euro 
would be weakened. 

But relative calm in the finan cial 
markets where the German mark 
and other European currencies sta- 
bilised against the dollar appeared 
to vindicate the darm that, although 
a public relations fiasco, the com- 
promise caused less alarm than an- 
ticipated about the euro’s credibility. 

The German Chancellor, Helmut 
Kohl, defended the outcome in 


Boon yesterday, pointing out that Mr 
Duisenberg was appointed for eight 
years and the decision to go after four 
was his own. “It was his decision to 
leave early. I must respect iL It was 
a compromise.*' 

There was no serious threat to the 
Franco-German allian ce either, he 


Redwood’s warning 

BRITAIN could be forced to 
enter the single currency with the 
pound at its current high rate, the 
Conservatives* trade and indus- 
try spokesman John Redwood 
claimed last night, writes Fran 
Abrams. 

The agreement signed at the 
weekend dictates that the 11 
countries joining the euro will do 
so at their mid-rates for the ex- 
change rate mechanism. If 
Britain does the same, it will go 
into the currency at DM2.95 to 
the pound. 

The Treasury dismissed the 
claims as “just plain wrong". It 
said Britain would negotiate the 
level at which it should go in 
when the time came. 


insisted. “With friends you can talk 
about everything, even if you dis- 
agree. This will change nothing in the 
German-French friendship." 

The German Finance Minister, 
Theo WaigeL who during the 
s ummi t took a tougher line against 


the French than Mr Kohl, yesterday 
dismissed as “absolute rubbish" ru- 
mours that the Bundesbank presi- 
dent, Hans Tietmeyer, had 
threatened to resign over the deal. 

The Dutch Prime Minister, Wim 
Kok, also defended the deal against 
Opposition accusations he himself 
had lost credibility with his electo rate, 
who go to tiie polls tomorrow, while 
the Belgian Prime Minister. Jean T nr 
Dehaene, said the spat would be for- 
gotten within weeks. Mr Dehaene 
had earlier voiced fury at the way in 
which Tbny Blair handled the taiics 
but said such clashes were inevitable 
from time to time. 

Furious European Parliamentar- 
ians, however, threatened to ex- 
pose any illegality in the deal during 
hearings on all six appointments to 
the ECB executive board this 
week. Mr Duisenberg faces cross- 
examination by the parliament’s 
monetary afiaiis committee for three 
hours on Thursday morning. 

Pauline Green, the leader of the 
200-strong Socialist group in the as- 
sembly, who said it was unacceptable 
that “poor old Duisenberg” had 
been forced to pretend he would re- 
sign for personal reasons, said there 
was growing concern about the im- 
plications of the deal. It means Mr 
Trichet will head the bank for a foil 
eight-year term. Ms Green, who 
bas asked the parliament’s legal 
service to vet the agreement ahead 
of the hearings, said the deal meant 
the top bank job is now “stitched up” 
for twelve years rather than ei gh t. 




Unabomber - four life terms 

THE convicted Unabomber Theodore Kaczynski was sentenced 
to four terms of life in prison without parole yesterday for a 17- 
year-campaign of bombings that killed three people and maimed 
more than 20 others. In a statement in court, the 55-year-old for- 
mer maths professor said the government’s case against him was 
“dearly political’ 7 and he admitted do guilt or remorse . — Reuters 

Fatal cost of banana business 

CONSUMERS were warned yesterday that the blood of South 
American workers is being spilled to put bananas on sale in Eu- 
ropean supermarkets, writes Katherine Butler. A video filmed 
undercover and shown at an international conference in Brus- 
sels yesterday showed workers on huge plantations in Costa Rica 
being poisoned by tactic insecticide sprays, app allin g housing con- 
ditions and systematic sexual exploitation of women workers. 
Glenys Kxnnoek, the Labour MEP, condemned the globalisation 
of food trade and the effect it would have on small-scale producers 
in African and Caribbean countries. “Bananas are a kind of micro- 
cosm of the challenges we face with globalisation which bas both, 
its winners and losers" she said. 

Fruit trade that went sow, page 16 

‘Dizzy’ drug found in pig offal 

SALES of pig lungs, liver and kidneys are to be suspended in Hong 
Kong after the drug Genbuteroi, which causes dizziness, was found 
in lungs on sale in the territory. Traders have voluntarily decid- 
ed to not sell the items until it is dear consumption is safe again, 
a Department of Health spokeswoman said. — Reuters 
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Hardline 
Croat dies 



CROATIAN Defence Minister 
Gojko Susak (pictured), . the 
leading light of the hardline na- 
tionalists in Croatia’s ruling 
party, (tied .on Sunday from 
lung cancer, the government 
said yesterday. Susak, S3, was 
seen as an undisputed author- 
ity over the hardline Bosnian 
Croat lobby within the Croat- 
ian government. He will be 
buried on Thursday, which has 
beeu declared a national day of 
mourning. Reuters, Zagreb 
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Triad boss takes starring role in court drama 

By Stephen Vines fulK- krurwn as Chiu Yan (Su- omy afloat He sees himself as “there is no one left in Moca 
m Hr, nr r c * - kn ” wn , a f. _ - heiwetn “Ratnbo" and worth being afraid of." Th 
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r ° en Tooth Koi is led away after being charged with attempting to kill Macau’s top crime fighter 


‘Pentiti’ fail to 
nail Andreotti 


Reuters 


By Stephen Vines 

m Honj I'crig 

IT IS like a gangster movie 
saga only it happens to be real 
and the movie about the saga is 
being paid for by the king of 
Macau's* gangsters, “Broken 
Tooth" Koi. 

Yesterday “Broken Tooth”, 
whose real name is Who Kuok- 
koi was charged with a host of 
serious offences connected with 
organised crime. While he was 
being charged, preparations 
were under way for the the pre- 
miere of a Him about Mr Wan’s 
life, paid for by the principal 
subject. 

"Broken Tooth” (who has 
now had his teeth capped ) is re- 
puted to be head of Macau's 
14K Triad gang with an esti- 
mated membership of some 
10,000, making it au enormous 
organisation in a territory 
with around half a million 
inhabitants. 

The weekend arrest of Mr 
Wan. two bodyguards colour- 


fuliy known as Chiu Yan (Su- 
perman) and Ah Gwei (Ghost) 
and others, followed a failed at- 
tempt on the life of Macau's po- 
lice chief Antonio Marques 
Baptista. who was saved by the 
quick thinking of his dpg who 
sniffed explosives in a car Mr 
Baptista was about to enter. 

The chief then went after his 
man in person. Within hours be 
burst into a private room of a 
restaurant at the gaudy Hotel 
Lisboa where Mr Wan and oth- 
er alleged gang members were 
watching a Hong Kong televi- 
sion programme about “Broken 
Tooth's” exploits. 

Mr Baptista cuffed Mr Wan 
and triumphantly led him out of 
the hotel where a bevy of re- 
porters were wailing to record 
the arrest. Neither the captive 
nor the captor are publicity 
shy. Mr Baptista is battling to 
end an eruption of gangland vi- 
olence over control of high 
roller gambling on the fringes 
of the legitimate casino activi- 
ty which keeps Macau’s econ- 


omy afloat. He sees himself as 
a cross between “Rambo" and 
“Dirty Harry”. 

Mr Win describes himself as 
an “entertainment business- 
man" but makes little attempt 
to hide the strong-arm side of 
hfa activities. Last month he told 
an American magazine, “any- 
one who's done something bad 
to me will never escape. I won’t 
trill him. I’ll make him take a 
voyage to another world". 

The ffhn about his life, spon- 
sored by Mr Wan. is called 
Casino . and it makes no bones 
about “Broken Tooth’s” gang- 
sterism. Indeed it shows how he 
muscled his way up the ranks to 
become the boss of the 14K Tri- 
ad. A ruthless gang war, waged 
for the better part of a year, also 
appears to have made Mr Uhn 
the tr im in* I king-pin of Macau. 
The war has involved the killing 
of officials and assassinations 
in the middle of town in broad 
daylight- 

“I'm not afraid of anyone,” 
Mr Win is quoted as saying. 


“there is no one left in Macau 
worth being afraid of." The 
gangland boss certainly docs not 
seem to be afraid of the low. He 
has slipped in and out of custody 
and had highly paid lawyers tie 
up the courts while be remained 
out on the streets. 

The authorities are serious- 
ly embarrassed by the oulhreak 
of gang violence in the normally 
rather sleepy enclave. 

The Macau government has 
arrested a total of 20 people 
“who are leading figures in one 
of the criminal organisation's ac- 
tive hi the territory" alongside 
Mr Wan. Yesterday new laws 
were enacted to help the gov- 
ernment crackdown on organ- 
ised crime. 

Even Stanley' Ho, the pow- 
erful boss of the company which 
runs Macau’s, casinos, has 
proved unable to have any im- 
pact on the gang warfare. It re- 
mains to be seen whether the 
law will finally manage to put 
the big league crime bosses out 
of business. 


By Anne Hanley 

m Rome 


ITALY'S seven-time Prime Min- 
ister Giulio Andreotti warned 
top Sicilian mafiosi that he 
would be forced into launching 
a tough ami-crime crack-down 
if they did not call a halt to their 
internecine wars in 1993. the 
former Cosa Nostra boss 
Giovanni Brusca told a court in 
Perugia yesterday. 

The accusation - implying 
that a man who was in every 
Italian government from 1946 
to 1992 was in effect pulling 
Mafia strings - is a serious 
one, even when levelled against 
someone whose copybook is 
already indelibly blotted. 

Mr Andreotti is on trial in Pe- 
rugia for allegedly ordering the 
murder in 1979 of the muck- 
raking journalist Mine Fecorel- 
li. He is also in the dock in Sici- 
ly for his supposed Mafia links, 
in a case constructed around dra- 
matic evidence against him from 
pentiti, as mafiosi who turn 
state's evidence are known. But 
though they started out with 
what seemed like a water-tight 
case, prosecutors have seen wide 
cracks appearing in that con- 
struction as evidence from pen- 
titi dried up or was proved false. 

Now Brusca is wading in, in- 
cluding Mr Andreotti in the 
constant stream of damning 
accusations that be has come up 


with since his arrest in 1996. But 
prosecutors ore unlikely to re- 
joice over his version of events. 

The extreme haste with 
which Brusca, reputed to be a 
brutal Mafia killer, insisted on 
turning his back on the mob im- 
mediately after his arrest has 
marred his evidence, endowing 
it with an air of insincerity. 
Moreover, his clever knack of 
producing testimony which nev- 
er nails anyone in the world of 
organised crime has not en- 
deared him to investigators. 

It has, however, made him 
popular with the growing chorus 
of mainly right-wing MPs who 
believe that pentiti should be tak- 
en with a large pinch of salt. Yes- 
terday Brusca told the court that 
he had turned state's evidence 
“for ray son. I don’t want him to 
go the same way I did." 

But this paternal concern did 
not extend to the family of pen- 
tito Santo Di Malteo: Brusca is 
accused of having strangled Di 
Matteo’s 11-year-old son and 
then having had the body dis- 
solved in add to punish Santo 
for ratting on the mob. 

Di Malteo is one of the few 
pentiti whose testimony is rarely 
questioned. Yet in a courtroom 
in Caitanissctta, Sicily, yester- 
day be said would give no more 
evidence: the state protection 
being offered him against his 
former Mafia colleagues was 
inadequate, he said. 
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Legal victory for 
sacked dockers 


Robert MiOSken 

m Sydney 


AS Australia’s waterfront war 
enters its fifth week, the 1,400 
sacked dock workers at the cen- 
tre of the dispute yesterday 
claimed a victory when the High 
Court ruled that they were en- 
titled to win back their jobs. 

After a month of one of the 
most bitter industrial con- 
frontations Australia has seen, 
the High Court ruled yesterday 
that the dock workers sacked by 
Patrick, the country’s second 
bigg e st cargo handling company, 
could return to work. The rul- 
ing was hedged with conditions, 
meaning the dispute is likely to 
drag on and leave more than 
11,000 containers stranded at 
docks around Australia. 

Nevertheless, cheers erupted 
when the court's decision was 
announced to thousands of 
dock workers (known as 
“wfaarfjes” in Australia), their 
families and supporters who 
have formed picket lines outside 
the locked gates of Patrick’s 
wharves m Sydney, Melbourne 
and Fremantle, in Wfestem Aus- 
tralia. Some hardened wfaarfies 
wept, while others declared the 
verdict a victory for Australia's 
working class. 

Tra looking forward to get- 
ting back to work with my 
mates," said one wfaarfie in 
Sydney. Addressing the work- 
ers in Sydney, Jennie George, 
president of the Australian 
Council of Trade Unions, the 


union umbrella body, warned: 
“We’ve still got some way to go. 
It’s not all over. We’ve had a 
great moral victory a gain today.” 

Patrick sacked the workers 
on 7 April, after it announced 
that the subsidiary companies 
which employed than no longer 
had any assets and had been 
placed in the hands of admin- 
istrators. The move stunned 
the workers, all cf whom belong 
to the Maritime Union of Aus- 
tralia, which has had a monop- 
oly on Australia's waterfront for 
almost 100 years. 

Overnight, the company re- 
placed the sacked wharfies with 
non-union men trained in secret 
and hired on contracts. The fed- 
eral conservative coalition gov- 
ernment, headed by John 
Howard, has strongly support- 
ed Patrick’s showdown with the 
union. It has treated the war on 
the wharves as the decisive 
battleground to break Aus- 
tralia's biggest, and last, union 
monopoly. 

But what started as a fight 
over waterfront reform has 
turned into a protracted battle 
in the courts over the rights of 
dismissed workers. A fortnight 
ago, the union took Patrick to 
the Federal Court It delivered 
a landmark ruling that Patrick 
should remstaie die workers and 
not hire others in their place. It 
also found that Patrick may have 
broken the law, which forbids 
dismissing people simp ly be- 
cause they belong to a union. 

Patrick appealed to the High 


Arrests as lost tanker 
reappears in China 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

in Kuala Lumpur 

AN oil tanker which was be- 
lieved to have been hijacked by 
pirates in the South China Sea 
has reappeared in southern 
China, amid reports that it was 
an inside job. 

The Singapore agents for 
the Malaysian-owned Pietro 
Ranger said yesterday that In- 
donesian pirates boarded the 
ship and siphoned off most of 
its cargo of 11,000 tonnes of 
diesel oil and kerosene worth 
$l-5m. They denied claims by 
the Chinese foreign ministry 
that the pirates were members 
of the ship's own crew. 

The vessel turned up on 
Friday in the port of Haflrou, in 
China’s southernmost Hainan 
Island, two weeks after leaving 
Singapore en route to Ho Chi 
Minh City in Vietnam. Apart 


from unconfirmed sightings, 
there had been no contact with 
the ship since 17 April and its 
agents, Fetrafoips lid, assumed 
that it had been taken by pirates, 
a notorious problem in the 
South China Sea. 

The Petro Ranger has been 
been repainted, given the new 
name Wilpv, and sailed the last 
part of its journey under a 
Honduran Gag. None of the 
crew had been hurt 

Hainan police have detained 
12 Indonesians on suspicion of 
hijacking the oil tanker and sail- 
ing it into Chinese waters to 
smuggle its cargo. The 12 face 
charges of piracy, smuggling and 
illegal entry. The captain, Ken- 
neth Blythe, and his crew were 
being treated as victims of mar- 
itime piracy and there was no 
suggestion they were involved 
in any way in illegal activities, 
a Hainan official said. 


Court, the final appeal court, last, 
week. In its judgment yesterday, 
the High Court upheld tberul- 


but said their reinstatement 
would depend on whether the 
administrators of the hire com- 
panies are able to restore those 
companies to trading: ' 

Peter Brook, one of die in- 
dependent administrators, said 
the verdict did not guarantee the 
workers would be re-employed. 
“We’re not compelled to hire 
anybody," he said. Chris Cor- 
rigan, the chairman of Patrick, 
yesterday offered the adminis- 
trators A$3.6m (£1.4m) to get 
the companies going, but hint- 
ed there were conditions at- 
tached. “Any decision by the 
administrators must involve 
masave work-place reform, oth- 
erwise the companies will go 
into liquidation," he said. 

Mr Howard’s government 
has been damaged by the way 
the dispnte has unfolded. 
White most Austraiians support 
waterfront reform, opinion 
polls show they are unim- 
pressed by the government’s 
handling of the dispute. Mr 
Howard and Peter Reith, his 
Minister for Workplace Rela- 
tions, boasted of a swift victory 
over the onion when Patrick 
moved against it. Now, the gov- 
ernment looks badly outma- 
noeuvred. It stSI faces a court 
case in which the union will seek 
to show that Patrick and the 
government illegally conspired 
to dismiss the union workers. 



S ati sfaction: Sacked wharfta Ron Smith celebrates the court ruling yesterday in Sydney Photograph: David Gray/Reuters 


exposes gang 
links in NF killing 


By John Lichfield 

in Paris 


WHO killed Yann Piat, the 
only woman ever to represent 
the National Front in the 
French parliament? Some of 
the political mystery which has 
swirled around the murder of 
Ms Fiat for the last four years 
may be cleared away by a trial 
which began in Dra g ui gnan, in 
the south of France, yesterday. 

On the other hand, the cir- 
cumstances of her assassination 
are so muddled, and the nature 
of her political career so com- 
plex, that the full truth of the 
affair may never emerge. Sev- 
en small-time gangsters are ac- 
cused of plotting and carrying 
out the shooting, on 25 Febru- 
ary 1994, to prevent Ms Piat, 42, 
from becoming the mayor of 
H6yeres on an anti-mob and 


anti-corruption platform. By 
the time of her death, Ms Piat, 
who had known the NF leader 
Jean-Marie Le Pen since her 
childhood, had switched to the 
centre-right UDF alliance. It 
was alleged last year, in a high- 
ly controversial, and subse- 
quently banned, book, that her 
murder was ordered by two se- 
nior UDF politicians. Although 
the pair was not named in foe 
book; they ware easily identified 
as Francois Ldotard, head of foe 
UDF and Jean-Gaude Gaudm, 
mayor of Marseilles. 

Both men sued and the book 
has since been widely dis- 
counted. The two authors -and 
foe two politicians - are among 

the long parade of witnesses ex- 
pected at the trial. Doubts re- 
main, however, that such an 
inexperienced bunch of small- 
time erodes would have carried 



Far-right routed in 
by-election shock 


By John Lichfield 


Marco Di Caro, 25, accused 
of the murder of MP Yarin * 
Piat.' Photopaph: AFP 

out a political assassination of 
such magnitude. links between 
some UDF politicians and or- 
ganised crime in the cteparte- 
ment of the \far at the time of 
the murder are now well-es- 
tablished. The irony is that the 
assassination, which may have 
been intended to cover up such 
dealings, helped to bring foe 
corrupt tangle of political-crim- 
inal alliances crashing down. 


THE far-right National Front 
has suffered a considerable set- 
back, losing its only seat in the 
French parliament in a by-elec- 
tion in Tbulon. Although foe 
margin of defeat was only 33 
votes, the result was a stinging 
blow to the Front in one of its 
principal strongholds. A 'large 
part of foe moddrat^ right-wing 
vote switched to foe Socialist 
candidate, suggesting that many 
conservative French voters still 
regard the NF as beyond the 
pale. The French centre-right 
has been torn apart since some 
local leaders formed unautho- 
rised alliances with foe NF fol- 
lowing the regional elections in 
March. 

The Toulon result will help 
those leaders of the centre- 
right who insist that dealings 


with the Front are morally 
wrong and electorally suicidal 
The NF candidate, Cendrine Le 
Gievalh'er, wife of foe far-right 
mayor of the town, Jean-Marie 
Le Cbevallier, had been wide- 
ly expected to win foe seat af- 
ter topping the poll in the first 
round. The by-election was 
f o rc ed by. foe disqualification of 
-her husband for breaking foe- 
campaign finance-rules during 
the May 1997 general election. 
Although Ms Le Cbevallier 
gained an extra 3,000 votes be- 
tween rounds, the Socialist can- 
efidate Odette Casanava took an 
extra 5,000 on Sunday - most 
from foe “moderate” right. 

The stark fact remains that, 
with a turn-out of only 50 per 
cent, foe NF attracted less than 
one in four of foe possible 
votes in a city that it has con- 
trolled for three years. 


Racist 
campaign 
cuts rip 
ice 


NZ voters 


By David Barber 

in Vtellington 


NEW Zealand’s - centre-right 
c oa lition government hung on 
to its siagfe^eatmajantyin Par- 
liament with a by-election vic- 
tory on Saturday, but wasdealt 
a sharp rebuke byypters;:- 

Tbe ftime Minister- jenny 
Shipley's National Party bad its 
majority in the Thranald-King 
Country seat slashed from mare 
than 10,000 in the 1996 gener- 
al election to 966. 

’ But there was worse for her 
'junior coalition partner. New 
Zealand First, led by foe one- 
time glamour boy of New 
Zealand politics Winston Pteteis, 
winch was humiliated. Its can- 
didate, who took 17percent of 
foe vote to finish second in 199ft 
attracted only 2.75 per 'cent 
this time to come sfirth, four 
votes behind foe minor Chris- 
tian Heritage Party and only, 
shghtiy ahead of foe Greens and 
the Legalise Cannabis Party. 

-It was a devastating result for 
Mr Peters, foe Deputy Prime 
Minister and Treasurer, who 
conducted a ’rigorous campaign 
in foe rural North bland seat, 
and raises doubts about ins 
and the party’s kmg-tenn future. 

The outcome shows foe mag- 
ic has gone from foe NZ First 
party he founded with a 
nationalistic crusade of cuts in - 
immigration and foreign invest- 
ment, winning him the balance 
ofpower after foe 1996 election. 

The party’s failure to capture 
three per cent of foe vote con- 
firmed recent nationwide opin- 
ion polls showing NZ First would 
disappear as a political force if a 
general election were held now. 

The - extreme right-wing 
ACT NZ (formerly the Associ- 
ation of Consumers and Tax- 
payers) laid claim to replace it 
as the National Party’s coalition 
partner after next year’s elec- 
tion, finishing second on Sat- 
raday with 25 per cent of fop 
vote. ACT h&s eight MPs, 
against NZFiretyi7. ' : *" ' 

Mrs Shipley, who caused Sat- 
urday's ballot by sending Jim 
Bolger- the man foe ousted as 
Prime Minister last year - to 
^feshingtan as ambassador, de- 
scribed ACTsdaim as prema- 
ture. “I have heard people write 
off Winston Peters in foe past 
and be proven wrong," foe said. 

When he won foe balance of 
power, he joined them in coali- 
tion, an act of betrayal huge 
numbers of his former sup- 
porters have not forgiven. 


The new Mazda 323 special edition. 
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from £14,390 


Aerodynamic sports package 


15" alloy sports wheels 
Air conditioning 
Twin airbags 


Electric glass sunroof 
Electric front windows 
Engine immobiliser 
6 year anti-perforation warranty 
J_ year/60,000 mile warranty 
Mazda European Assistance” 


2 years free insurance available 
on selected models t 


Call 0345 48 48 48 or drop into your local Mazda showroom. Be quick though, they move fast. 

•Model shown: 323 hnob in Mercury Silver metaffic £M,640. Also available in Choate Red far £14 390. Prices Include VAT. number plants, deSvwr* 12 months’ road fund Ocanca and first reg istratio n tax. Available while stocks last tFroa fully 
Lumorehamive insurance Is avaBabfe to applicants aged between 25 and 75 in the UJC mainland and We of Man only and is subfwx to underwriters terms and conditions. Offer applies to all 323 5 door ears regfatared before 315.98 and 
exdu^AquariiB Blue special edhkms,vehfclespun±asednx free and IN/323T 
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Ivan Tcherepnin 


tcherepnw, conl . 

and teacher, was bom of 

femilv Md on the 

family business with aplomb. 
iar/l thc 5011 of fhe Russ- 

gnSESSWK 

jgfsssrss; 

l y™ receded his earliest 
musical instruction from his 
Parents. later studying compo- 

^mvard. which was to become 
msown base, and with Karlheinz 
,.^S aUScn and conducting 
with Pierre Boulez. His father's 
cultural open-mindedness fos- 
tered a lively intellectual cu- 
nosity in Ivan, which was 
demonstrated both in his com- 
positions and his instrumental- 
ism; he was a fine pianist - but 
also a virtuoso on the psaltery 
and the Persian santur. 

Tcherepnin composed vig- 
orously all through his all-Loo- 
brief career (he was only 55 
when he lost his three-year bat- 
tle with cancer of the liver). His 
teenage discovery, in 1958, of 
the possibilities of electronic 
music - through a tape sent to 
his father hy the Dutch com- 
poser Henk Badings - set his 
imagination loose. His brother 
Serge, also a composer, re- 
members a school concert of 
Badingsi music that Ivan or- 
ganised: it caused an uproar be- 
cause Ivan staged the concert in 
total darkness and succeeded 
in completely disorienting 
his audience: a considerable 
achievement for a 16-year-old. 

As a result of this early fas- 


cination, many of Ivan Tfcherep- 
nin’s own scores blend live 
music with electronics. The 
combination of his solid tradi- 
tional training with his ceaseless 
desire to experiment opened up 
all music to him: his activity in 
electronics allied him with the 
extreme avant-garde, and yet he 
could as readily compose works 
that would not overstretch the 
ears of more conservative lis- 
teners. One of those more tra- 
ditional pieces, a Double 
Concerto for violin, ceBo and or- 
chestra, which won the $150,000 
Grawemcyer Prize in 1995, has 
recently been released by the 
UK company Olympia, on a CD 
which includes music by his 
father and grandfather. 

He was also happy to write 
for the amateurs of the sym- 
phonic wind band, and one of 
his largest recent scores was the 
oroiorioAnd So It Came to Pass, 
performed in Carnegie Hall to 
commemorate the 100th an- 
niversary of the Oratorio Mu- 
sic Society. Indeed, his catholic 
interests pulled everything with- 
in reach: he experimented with 
automatic music (in what he 
called “Bach a made Canons"), 
explored musical aesthetics, ex- 
amined the relationship be- 
tween text and music. The Dow 
of works earned him a garland 
of awards and prizes. 

Tcherepnin was an enthus- 
iastic teacher. He was director 
of the Harvard Electronic Mu- 
sic Studio from 1972, and gave 
courses on electronic music in 
a number of countries in the 
1970s and 1980s, including the 
Dartington Summer School in 
Devon. The alumni of his 


Boston classes Include some 
prominent names of the younger 
generation of American arts, two 
of whom worked with their 
teacher’s music: Yo-Yo Ma gave 
the premiere of the Double 
Concerto, and Peter Sellars 
produced Tchercpnin’s Santur 
Opera - the first lime be had 
worked with a living composer. 
But then Tthcrcpnin was an 
easy man to work with, and the 
list of his collaborations is long, 
among them projects with his 
teacher Leon Kirchner, John 
Cage, and Mcrce Cunningham, 
for whose dance company he 
wrote his ballet The Creative Act 
and several other scores. 

The sense of bubbling ener- 
gy inside Tbhcrcpnin's music 
mirrora his personality; for Rich- 
ard Dyer, the Boston Globe crit- 
ic and a strong supporter, the 
fust impression of the man was 
of “a whirlwind of hair, hands 
and intelligence". But the fizz 
and the whimsy sat on the sur- 
face: the loyalty of his friends 
and students was earned by the 
deep seriousness with which he 
look his responsibilities. That 
self- effacing devotion extended 
to his family, too, and shortly be- 
fore his death, he look enormous 
pleasure in attending a concert 
that included a work by one of 
his sons - the fourth generation 
of composing Tchercpnins. 

Martin Anderson 

Ivan Tdietefxwi composer bom Pais 
5 February 1943; married 1964 San- 
dra Pruning (marriage dissolved), 
1967 Anne Palmer (three sons, one 
daughter; marriage dissolved), 1997 
Sue-ESen Hershman; died Boston, 
Massachusetts U April 1998. 



Tcherepnin: ‘a whirlwind of hair, hands and intelligence 1 


Nizar Qabbani 


WRITERS, artists, intellectuals 
across the Arabic-speaking 
world are lamenting Nizar Qab- 
bani, the master of love, 
defamation and lament verse 
who died on Thursday at the age 
of 75 in London. In a career 
spanning five decades Qabbani 
expressed the aspiration and 
frustration of millions of Arabs, 
especially women. 

Conservative and authori- 
tarian Arab regimes disliked 
and often banned his poetry as 
it embodied assaults on social 
and sexual taboos; for Qabbani 
national liberation was mean- 
ingless without sexual liberation. 
He became the most popular 
Arab poet in the second half of 
this century. He was even pop- 
ular in Israel, despite his poems’ 
justifying violence against the 
Jewish state, with which he 
fiercely resisted the idea of 
normalisadoo- 

“His poems about love are 
extremely poetic; about politics, 
really sharp," said the former 



Qabbani: controversial 

prime minister Shimon Peres, 
who was also touched by Qab- 
bani ’s love poems for bis wife 
Balqis. “He talked about the un- 
forgettable kiss of yesterday - 
not just romantic. That’s 
really moving, very moving." 

Qabbani's poetry was ro- 
mantic, political, erotic, bold 
and, above all, controversial; 
people hated it or loved it. His 
1954 poem “Bread, Hashish 


and a Moon" offended the sen- 
sibilities of Syrian parliament 
members, who demanded he be 
put on trial The Syrian president 
Hafez Assad sent a plane to fry 
the dead poet home for burial 
in Damascus, where a street was 
named after him last year. 

Nizar Qabbani was bom in 
Damascus in 1923 to a known, 
but not rich fatuity. His great- 
uncle was Abu Khalil el-Qab- 
bani, a 19th-century pioneer of 
Arab theatre. His niece is the 
feminist writer Ranna Qab- 
bani. He joined the Syrian 
diplomatic service as a law grad- 
uate in 1945. He served in Cairo, 
Ankara, London, Madrid, 
Peking and Beirut, which he 
made his home after leaving the 
diplomatic service in 1966. 

In 1973 he married, as his 
second wife, the love of his life, 
Balqis al-Rawi, when she 
moved to the Iraqi embassy in 
Beirut to be near him. Balqis 
was killed in an explosion in the 
Iraqi embassy in Beirut in 1981. 


He entitled an anthology of that 
year ? b Beirut, the Female. Arab 
women were the largest market 
of his anthologies, as he excelled 
in expressing the way the Arab 
female experienced love. 

His sister’s suicide, when 
she was forbidden to many the 
man she loved, had deeply af-. 
fected him as a teenager. Again, 
he always remembered his il- 
literate mother selling her jew- 
ellery to raise the money to 
publish his first anthology.. Its 
provocative tide The Childhood 
of a Bosom caused a scandal in 
the conservative Damascus of 
1948. (The word bosom in Ara- 
bic relates onty to a naked female 
in an erotic way.) His Wild Po- 
ems, also published in 1948, was 
about eroticism and gay love. 

His later poetry attacked 
the tyranny and corruption of 
Arab regimes; yet he support- 
ed the Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein. He worshipped the 
populist leader Colonel Gamal 
Abdel Nasser, who eradicated 


pluralist liberal democracy from 
Egypt. He was impressed by 
Nasser's anti-British stance dur- 
ing the ill-fated Suez campaign. 
He was later taken with Nass- 
er's romantic vague idea of 
one Arab nation - which nev- 
er worked since citizens of 
Arabic-speaking nations often 
don’t understand one another. 
He named Nasser “the last of 
the prophets”, in a poem 
lamenting his death in 1970 and 
defaming Arab leaders who 
Walked behind the prophet’s coffin. 
Holding their daggers under their 
mourning cloaks. 

In 1995 he caused another up- 
roar by declaring the death of 
the Arabs as a nation: 

A horrifying chain of degenerations. 
Swiftly soaked as into the age of 
senility. 

His 1990 masterpiece “Abu 
Jahl (the lather of Ignorance) 
Buys Fleet Street" appealed to 
many Arab journalists who were 
helplessly enslaved by petro- 
dollars in the hands of illiterate 


conservative paymasters. The 
dosing stanza was a satirical and 
bitter appeal to an unnamed 
conservative Arab ruler 
O long-lived one. 

We promise never to seek a share of 
your rule. 

O long-lived one. 

Go on killing as many of your sub- 
jects as you wish. 
And fuck as many of your slave gnis 
as yon wish. 

We only have one wish: 

Spare us the words, and spare os the 
letters. 

By the time of his death, 
Qabbani's 1990 prophecy was 
complete: not one single Arab 
media organisation in Europe 
was left independent to report 
freely on Arab or international 
affairs. 

Adel Darwish 

Nizar Qabbani, poet bom Dam- 
ascus 21 March 1923; married 
first ZahraAqbiq (one daughter, and 
one son deceased; marriage dis- 
solved), second 1973 Balqis al-Rawi 
(died 1981; one son, one daughter); 
died London 30 April 1998. 


Professor 
Brian Hackett 


BRIAN HACKETT was one of 
a small group of landscape ar- 
chitects who played a significant 

part in the development of the 
subject since the Second 'World 

mi. 

His two books Man, Society 
and Environment (1950) and 
Landscape Planning (1971) 
helped his students and the 
young profession recognise the 
scope of the work to be done in 
this field, where man’s impact 
on the environment through 
forming , forestry, water supply, 
new towns and transport sys- 
tems was growing so rapidly. He 
shared with other pioneers a 
place in the development of 
broader ideas about regional 
planning and environmental 
conservation. 

Having qualified as an ar- 
chitect and planner at the Birm- 
ingham School of Architecture, 
in 1945 he returned, after war 
service with the RAFVR, to 
teach in the London School of 
Planning and Regional Rede- 
velopment. At that time the 
school was offering sbort 
courses designed to equip mem- 
bers of the land-using profes- 
sions to guide the process of 
post-war reconstruction. 

However, Hackett was soon 
attracted away from London to 
the North, for in the following 
year Professor J.S. Allen, an- 
other pioneer of planning ed- 
ucation, invited him to join the 
staff of the newly formed De- 
partment of Town and Country 
Planning in King's College, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, then part 
of Durham University, where an 
undergraduate course in plan- 
ning had just been established. 
This department was to be his 
academic and professional base 
until his retirement in 1977. 

For many years Hackett's 
main interest had been in land- 
scape, and this had been great- 
ly strengthened through his 
membership of tbe Landscape 
Institute as early as 1945. In 
1950 he set up a one-year pro- 
gramme for a postgraduate 
Diploma in Landscape Design. 
This was a pioneer venture, onty 
one other such course ( in Read- 
ing) being then available. Much 
of tire inspiration for it sprang 
from Hackett’s visits to, and 


contacts in, Scandinavia, where 
professional education in land- 
scape architecture was already 
established. The one-year diplo- 
ma course was run on a limit- 
ed scale until 1965 when, to 

meet the increasing demands of 

the profession, it was replaced, 
first by a two-year diploma and 
then, in 1977, by a Bachelor of 
Philosophy degree. 

At tbe same time Hackett’s 
personal ideas on the theory and 
practice of landscape design 
were growing in influence and 
importance through his teach- 
ing, research and publications. 
He was recognised as a dear 
thinker and a powerful advocate 
of ecological concepts as the es- 
sential basis for the design of 
landscapes, an approach which 
again was formed from his 
experiences in Scandinavia. 

As a working practitioner 
Hackett was able to realise 
these concepts in practice and 
through his published research. 
In this respect his work on the 
restoration of derelict colliery 
sites and other lands in 
Northumberland and Durham 
and his special studies and re- 
ports on the restoration of the 
steep banks of the River Tyne 
within the urban area were 
particularly influential. 

Hackett played an important 
role outside his university. He 
was elected a Fellow of the In- 
stitute of Landscape Architects 
In 1954, and acted as President 
from 1967 to 1969 and Hon- 
orary Vice-Pres'dent from 1991. 
He served on the North of 
Englaad Regional Advisory 
Committee on Forestry and 
the National Water Space 
Amenity Commission, and was 
Chairman of the Northumber- 
land and Newcastle Society. In 
1967 Newcastle University 
elec Led him to a personal Chair 
in Landscape Design, and he re- 
ceived the Euro pa Prize for 
Landscape in 1972. 

Brian Hackett will also be re- 
membered for his other gifts - 
his participation in music- 
making, as a flautist, his skill in 
the difficult art of watercolour 
painting and the pleasure he 
took (as an expert cook) in 
entertaining his friends. 

Paul Brenikov 



Hackett: ecological advocate 


Brian Hackett , landscape architect: 
bom 3 November 1911; Lecturer 
b Town and Country Planning, 
Durham University 1947-48, Lec- 
turer in Landscape Architecture 
1948-49, Senior Lecturer 1949-59; 
Visiting Professor of Landscape Ar- 
chitecture, University of Illinois 
1960-61; Reader in Landscape Ar- 
chitecture, Newcastle University 
1962-66, Professor af Landscape Ar- 
chitecture 1967-77 (Emeritus); mar- 
ried 1942 Frederica Grundy (died 
1979; two sons, one daughter), 1980 
Elizabeth R atdtffj died Newcastle 
upon Tyne 22 March 1998. 


Bishop Daniel Pezeril 


AMID a French Catholic hier- 
archy that has grown steadily 
more conservative over the past 
decades, Daniel P&eril was a 
reminder of the reforming days 
of the Second Vatican Council. 
He presented the Church’s 
open face in reconciliation with 
the Jews and with Freemasons, 
as well as offering support and 
pastoral care to immigrants. 
As assistant bishop of Pans 


from January 1968 until hj? 
retirement in October 1986, 
he was a highly visible and 
approachable public figure. 

Bom in Chile. PdzerU was 
ordained priest in Paris in 1937. 
During the Nazi occupation he 
issued more than a thousand 
fate baptism certificates to Jews, 
escaped prisoners and to oth- 
ers at risk. His actions to save 
Jews eventually led to his being 


lised in 1996 as one of die 
i Among the Nations 
byYad Yashem in Jerusalem. 

In 1973, as assistant bishop 
of Paris,. Pfaeail was. one of three 
leading clergymen, to issue a 
document on the Church’s re- 
lationship to- the Jews which 
went beyond the position then 
held by the Cbuxpb.Itspokeof 
the “eminent and permanent" 
place accorded the Jewish peo- 


ple and called for Vatican recog- 
nition of the State of Israel. 
Praised by France’s chief rabbi, 
Jacob Kaplan, the document 
was heavily criticised by others, 
especially on the left. 

P&eril’s attempts to bring 
reconciliation with the Freema- 
sons were equally delicate. In 
1971- at the invitation of Pierre 
Simon, grand master of the 
Grand Lodge of France -he be- 


came the first bishop since 1789 
to address a Masonic Lodge. He 
came in for sharp criticism, but 
merely responded: “I have onty 
done my duty as a bishop." 

While he was still a parish 
priest in the capital, Pgzeril was 
instrumental in establishing the 
Interdiocesan Service for Im- 
migrant Workers, which of- 
fered practical support for 
immigrants, such as helping 


those with no papers to gain 
documentation. His own birth 
in Chile perhaps contributed to 
bis lifelong interest in Latin 
America and he frequently ex- 
pressed his solidarity with those 
suffering under the dictatorship 
of General Pinochet and con- 
cern over the fate of the “dis- 
appeared" in Argentina, as well 
as championing of the cause of 
Archbishop Oscar Romero, as- 


sassinated in El Salvador in 
1980. 

A writer of numerous books 
hims elf. Pezeril took a lively in- 
terest in France’s cultural life 
and was particularly close to 
Georges Bernanos as well as 
other writers like Franqois Mau- 
riac. In 1991 Pezeril published 
Bernanos’s notebooks for his 
last novel. Monsieur Ouine . 

Immediately after the Sec- 


ond World War Pezeril had 
served as chaplain to the Cen- 
tre for French Catholic Intel- 
lectuals, and bad established an 
informal parish in the heart of 
Paris’s Latin Quarter in 1948. 

Felix Corley 

Daniel Pezeril, priest been La Sere- 
na, ChSe 5 October 1911; ordained 
pifest 1937; Assistant Bishop af Paris 
1968-86; died Paris 21 April 1998. 
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Lectures 

National Gallery: Alexander Stur- 
gjes, “Golden Ages (1): Claude, iond- 
scape with Cephahts cmd Procns 
Reunited by Diana”, 1pm- 
Victoria and Albert Museums Clare 
Ford Willie, “The Development of 
Gothic Art: sculpture”, 230pm. 
Tate Gallery: Sarah Greenberg, 
“German Expressionism", 1pm. 

British Museum: Carolyn Perry, 
“living in E&pt pharaonic, Mam- 
hik and modem household objects , 
1130am. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
TImQomi 

eg Si jOulisrine. BuKta Row. Loud** 
Changing of the Guard 

.Tie H«»*oM Cavaby Meowed B eg*”” 

Scot* Gun* awonAtte 
Q UKn l *Gttard.W Boddnitm U-SAm, 
tte Sow* t3u«d». 


Birthdays 

Sir Michael Angus, chairman, Whit- 
bread, 68; Mr Vivian Anthony. 
Secretary, Headmasters’ and Head- 
mistresses’ Conference, 60; MrsEKz- 
a be th Conran, Curator, Bowes 
Museum, Barnard Castle, 56; Miss 
Jean Coreton MP, 56; Sir Alan Don- 
ald, former diplomat, 67; Miss Alice 
Faye, actress and singer, 83; Sir 
Qmrles Fletcher-Cooke QC, former 
MP, 84; Mrs Joanna Foster, Direc- 
tor,. BT Forum, 59, Sir Victor Gar- 
land, former Australian High 
Commissioner, 64; Sfr Brian Hayes, 
former senior dvil servant, 69; Mr 
John Maxion MR 62; Mr Michael 
Palin, comedian and actor, 55; Lady 
Plowden, former chairman, IB A, 
88:MrBariyRMd,fomierchairTrmn I 
Austin Reed Group, 67; Mr Roger 
Rees, actor and playwright, 54; Mr 
James Stevens, composer, 6$ Mr 
David Stewart MP, 42; Mr Jonathan 
Weeks, managing director, Wool-' 
worth, 60; Mr Brian White MP, 41; 
Professor Sir Glaum or Williams, 
historian, 78; Mr Gerard Young, 
former Lord-Lieutenant, of South 
Yorks, SS, 

Anniversaries 

Births Suren Aabye Kierkegaard, 
philosopher, 1813; Heinrich Karl 
Mao^ author and socialist, 181 8; Sir 
Gordon Richards, jockey, 1904. 
Deaths Napoleon 1 (Napoleons 
Buonaparte), Emperor of France, 
1821; Sr Donald Coleman Bailey, 
wartime bridge designer, 1985. To- 
day is tbe Feast Day of St Angela 
St Avertinus, St Hilary of Aria, St 
Hilaiy of Galeata, St John Haile; St 
Jutta and St Maomntrus. 
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Sentence guidelines in duty evasion cases 


Regina v Doswjh; Court of 
Appeal (Criminal Division) 
(Lord Justice Rosa, Vice President, 
Mr Justice BunwfWd and Mr 
Justice Richards) I May 1998 

THE COURT of Appeal gave 
gakfeUnes as to the qjpippriate 
level of sentencing in cases of 
being knowingly concerned in 
tile fraudulent evasion of duty 
chargeable on goods contrary 
to section 170(l)(b) of tbe 
Customs and Excise Manage- 
ment Act 1979. 

W Petersen (Kegstrar of Criminal Ap- 
peals) for the appellant, Oliver Sdb 
QC (SoEcaor; Customs raid Excise) 
for the Own. 

Lord Justice Rose, VP said 
that tiie maximum sentence for 
offences contrary to s 170 of the 
Customs and Excise Mauag- 
ment Act 1979 had been in- 
creased by section 12 of the 
Finance Act 1988 from wo to 
seven years’ imprisonment, 


and accordingly authorities re- 
lating to offences committed 
before 29 July 1988, when sec- 
tion 12 had come into effect, 
were no longer to be regarded 
as a reliable guide to the 
appropriate level of sentence. 

The amount of duty evad- 
ed was an important factor in 
determining the appropriate 
sentence, but other aggravat- 
ing factors included playing an 
organisational role in the im- 
portation; making importa- 
tions repeatedly; continuing 
to make importations despite 
a warning from the Customs 
and Excise; and importing 
more than one type of dutiable 
goods, for example alcohol 
and tobacco. Mitigating factors 
included a prompt plea of 
guilty, and, in many offences, 
previous gpoddtaracter and, in 
some offences, the personal 
circumstances of tbe offender. 

Elicit importation of alcohol 
and tobacco was often associ- 


ated with other criminal activ- 
ities involving gangs. There 
had recently been an increase 
in violence towards and intim- 
idation of customs officers and 
ferry staff Dlidt alcohol and to- 
bacco could pass more readi- 
ty to under-aged consumers, and 
such goods were often trans- 
ported in overloaded vehicles, 
to the hazard of other road 
users. Legitimate traders were 
unfairly deprived of business. 

The courts needed to dis- 
tinguish between three broad 
categories of offenders: those 
who imported comparatively 
small quantities on a few oc- 
casions; those who, acting on 
their own or possibly with one 
other, persistently imported 
greater quantities; and those in 
organised gangs who were In- 
volved in importation on a 
large co mm ercial scale. There 
was a need for a deterrent el- 
ement in sentencing, particu- 
larly when significant amounts 


of duty were evaded, by re- 
peated organised expeditions, 
leading to distribution on a 
commercial scale. In those cas- 
es, good character and personal 
circumstances would offer 
comparatively little mitigation. 

The following guidelines 
for sentencing levels tty refer- 
ence to tbe amount of duty in- 
volved were suggested: cases 
involving less than £10,000 
would frequently be property 
dealt with by magistrates, but 
in any event when the amount 
evaded was in the thousands of 
pounds custody would gener- 
ally be caUed for and, on a plea 
of guilty, sentences of up to six 
months would be appropriate; 
for amounts between £10,000 
and £100,000, sentences of be- 
tween six months and two 
years would generally be ap- 
propriate on a guilty plea; for 
amounts between £100000 and 
£500,000, two to three years on 
a guilty plea and up to four 


years following a trial; for 
amounts in excess of £500,000, 
sentences in the region of four 
years, increasing to the statu- 
tory maximum of seven years 
when £lm or more in duty was 
evaded, with a suitable discount 
for a plea of guilty. 

In exceptional cases, where 
many millions of pounds in 
duty were evaded, consecutive 
sentences might be appropri- 
ate, and the charge, in the al- 
ternative, might property be 
conspiracy to cheat, which 
could attract higher sentences 
than those already indicated. In 
addition, in an appropriate 
case, the court should also 
consider exercising its power to 
make a deprivation order un- 
der s 43 of the Powers of Crim- 
inal Courts Act 1973, and to 
disqualify drivers under s 44 of 
tbe Act Justices had a power 
to revoke licences, where 
licensees were involved. 

Kate O'Hanlon, Barrister 
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These days some women understand why folic add is important for a 
healthy pregnancy. But did you know how important it is to both 
women and men, in maintaining a healthy heart! Because folic add 
is one way to reduce homocysteine, which in high levels in the blood' 
stream can lead to artery damage. 

At Kellogg'S we've added folic acid to our cereals since 1987. And 
we've continued to contribute more folic add to the nations diet than 
any other food product Some cereals don't add it at all, but a bowl 
of Kellogg's com Flakes contains as much folic acid as the folate in 
two helpings of green beans. And as part of our multi-million pound 
global investment into nutrition research, this year we're funding two 
independent research studies into folic acid. 

Of course, we're not claiming that a bowl of Kellogg's on its own 
can maintain a healthy heart, but it can certainly help all of us, women 
and men. For more information call Kellogg^ Nutrition Advisory Service 


on 0800 626 066, or why not visit 
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Good 

things 
can be 
bad 


You might think that more bran and 
vitamins would keep you heafthy. Not 
necessarily, writes Roger Dobson 


SWf/ 


, I 


FRED RITTER was sure that 
his breakfast bran would keep 
him healthy. After all, most 
health education messages 
were stressing the importance 
of dietary fibre in the preven- 
tion of bowel cancer and oth- 
er diseases. 

So each day, the 53-year-old 
businessman ate a portion of 
bran. Then, eight months or so 
into his new health regime, he 
became ill with abdominal 
pains and chronic sickness. 

When puzzled surgeons op- 
erated they found that his bow- 
el had effectively seized up, with 
solid bran blocking the small 
and large bowels. So fins was 
Qphis mass of fibre that it had to 
be cut away. But some of it had 
also got into the body tissue 
where it sparked off toxic re- 
actions. He has now had four 
operations, with a fifth likely. 

“I started taking bran after 
I was told it was good for the 
bowel but my life has been 
completely devastated by it,” he 
says. “The effects on me of tak- 
ing something which was meant 
to be healthy have been unbe- 
lievable, and I was only taking 
half the recommended amount 
a day. 

“After the last operation, my 
body went into shock and all the 
involuntary muscle system h> 
the gut totally stopped. 1 
couldn’t keep anything down 
and I dropped from 12 or 13 
stones to nine. I have now 
been told this week that 1 will 
a fifth operation.” 

Bran is one of a huge range 
of health foods, supplements 
and vitamins whose consump- 
tion has rocketed in the last two 
decades. But while some can be 
beneficial it is being increas- 
ingly recognised that many are 
toxic in large and even moder- 
ate amounts, however natural 
and innocuous they appear. In 
very high concentrations, even 
carrot juice can IriQ. 

“A patient who consumed 
quite phenomenal quantities of 
concentrated carrot juice and 
who was also taking vitamin piBs 
con taining A and B, gradually 
increased the amounts and 
eventually started to turn or- 
ange. His GP diagnosed jaun- 
dice, which may have in part 
been true because there was in- 


deed liver damage, and he 
died,” says Dr Mike Clifford, 
leader of the food safety re- 
search group at the University 
of Surrey. 

Vitamin C one of the most 
popular of vitamin supple- 
ments, which is taken for a di- 
verse range of motives, from the 
prevention of cancers and colds 
to stopping cataracts forming, 
has also now been shown to be 
toxic. 

Research by a team of spe- 
cialists at the University of 
Leicester established that tak- 
ing more than 500mg of vi tamin 
C daily, not uncommonly rec- 
ommended amounts, increased 
the levels of particular chemi- 
cals in the blood which indicate 
that DNA is being damaged 
Over the long term, that kind 
of DNA damage is associated 
with cancer, rheumatoid arthri- 
tis, and heart disease. 

"Some companies say that a 
gram a day is the amount of vi- 
tamin C to be taken, while su- 
permarket shelves suggest 
500mg a day. But extrapolating 
our figures, that would do dam- 
age. Unless you're very se- 
verely deficient in vitamin C, 
you don't need to take those 
sizes of doses. Yet some people 
do so for years.” says Professor 
Joseph Lunec of the universi- 
ty's chemical pathology de- 
partment 

Over-indulgence in beta- 
caro tine, the main source of vi- 
tamin A, has also been linked 
to an elevated risk of canc e r , 
while high doses of vitamin 
B6. a substance often used by 
women to relieve p re-men- 
strual tension, can cause neu- 
rological symptoms like tinglin g 
and numbness. 

Nuts and dried fruit, which 
have increasingly become part 
of health-food diets, can be a 
source of illness too. Mould 
growth as a consequence of 
poor storing can produce tox- 
ins like afla toxin and ochra toxin 
which have been linked to liv- 
er damage, nervous system 
problems and cancer. 

Consumption of dried fruit, 
rich sources of vitamin C and 
fibre, has also shot up, but can 
also cause rare problems. In the 
current issue of the British 
Medical Journal, surgeons in 
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Scar tissue: Fred Ritter has already had four operations on hra bowel. Now he needs another Photograph; Rob Stratton 


Portsmouth report the case of 
a woman who underwent an 
emergency operation seven 
days after she had swallowed a 
dried apricot The fruit had re- 
constituted ilseUswoDen in size 
and blocked her intestine. 

Some Chinese supplements 
and alternative medicines have 
been associated with a range of 
tone side-effects. Doctors have, 
for example, been alerted to the 
potential dangers of products 
containing a herb called gf«zi- 
kou, which has been reported 
as causing damage to the cen- 
tral nervous system, paralysis, 
nerve damage, comas and con- 
vulsions among users in Hong 
Kong.' 

fted Ritter wants to see 
dearer warnings about the po- 
tential hazards of health food, 
a view echoed by his surgeon, 
consultant Mr Ken Shute, of the 
Royal Gwent Hospital 

“You would not expect a rel- 
atively innocuous substance 
tike bran to cause this kind of 
problem, but it has, and people 
need to be aware that anything 
that has an effect must have a 
side-effect,” he says. 

“He presented with ab- 


dominal pain, vomiting, and 
classic small bowel obstruction 
symptoms. When we operated 
we found this mass of solid bran 
that was totally obstructing the 
bowel Tiny bats of bran had also 
got into the tissue arid caused 
the most astounding inflam- 
matory tissue reaction. His 
main problem was obstruction 
but that led to this tissue reao- 


you, we realty have to also give 
warnings not to overdo ft. I 
think there is a public percep- 
tion that there is no limit to the 
amount of goodness something 
like bran will do. 

“Good nutrition is a mixed 
diet, everything in moderation, 
avoid excesses, and don’t go on 
feds where you have r idicu- 
louriy low levels as part of a diet 


The effects of me taking something 
which was meant to begood for me 
have completely devastated my life* 


tion leading to fibrosis and re- 
current intestinal obstruction. 

“There is no doubt that 
western populations don’t take 
enough fibre, and 8S a result we 
end up with bowel disorders. 
But the problem is that if we try 
to put ft all right in one go, we 
can do ourselves a lot of harm. 
When we give advice to people 
that a high-fibre efiet is good for 


or ridiculously high levels as 
supplements,” he says. 

He agrees that there is com- 
mon misconception that there 
is no limit to the amount of ben- 
efit to be had from health 
foods and supplements, and no 
dangers in having larger 
amounts. 

“If we are bearing one loud 
message that says that if we don’t 


have vitamins we run the risk of 
disease, and a much quitter mes- 
sage that too much is not a good 
thing , there is an imbalance in 
die message and people will get 
the wrong idea. But of course 
there, are -plenty of companies 
which make money tty selling a 
lot of supplements and health 
foods and they don’t make so 
much money by warning people 
not to consume too mud).” 

The health food and sup- 
plement industry is big business, 
with business worth, according 
to one estimate, more than 
$250bn a year in the USA and 
Europe. Vitamins make up a 
substantial share of the business 
but, as Dr Robert Youngson, 
author of Medical Curiosities, 
says, few of us really need the 
high levels we take: “Any rea- 
sonable mixed diet, especially 
one featuring breakfast cereals, 
will contain far more than the 
minimum requirements.'* 

In fact, as he points out, vi- 
tamins and supplements are so 
widely available in an average 
diet, we would all be bard 
pressed not to get the vitamins 
we need in the everyday food 
we eaL 


Taking on the superbugs 


A RECENT repeat from the House cf Lords’ 
science and technology committee warned 
of a “major threat to public health” in which 
antibiotic-resistant “superbugs” rage 
unchecked and Mtier diseases such as 
gonorrhea and pneumonia cannot be cured 
by modem drugs. But overuse of antibiotics 
in medicine and fettnmg is not confined to 
Britain. This is a global problem and one that 
has hit hard the developing world where 
powerful antibiotics, tardy used here, are said . 
over the counter to millions of people. 

In developing countries such as 
Bangladesh, the situation is especially bad. 
Most people cannot afford to consult a 
trained doctor, so they take their symptoms 
to a “quack” (the accepted tenn there for 
an untrained doctor). They often work 
from znet5rinediacis,ade by side wi& “phar- 
macists", who are also oftenunlramed. 

“The quack will ask you how much 
rncmey you have got and, depending anyour 
answer, he will sell yon your treatment,” 
explains Dr Khairut Islam, national advi- 
sor for health in Bangladesh with the char- 
ity PLAN International. “It may be one 
day's worth of antibiotics and paracetamol 
or two day's worth of antibiotics- so that 
you feel better for a few days.” 

But one or two day's dosage of anti- 
biotics is oniy enough to kill off the most 
senstive bacteria, while stronger Strains of 
bacteria survive to cause further infection 
-which is now antibiotforesistantand hard- 
er to treat TB is a case in point because 


it calls for a very long period of treatment 
with drugs. We are now experiencing a 
global epidemic, which is killing three mil- 
lion people a year around the world. 

Meanwhile, the poor in the developing 
wodd suffer increasingly from ill health, pay- 
ing ever higher prices for new drugs with- 
out getting good quality treatment. “In the 
past 15 years we have exhausted four gen- 
erations of antibiotics winch no longer work 
for us because of overuse and not complet- 
ing the course,” says Dr Islam. “Our medi- 
cine shops are now selling ciprofloxacin - 
which you only use with caution in the Wst 
-and its efficacy wfll be exhausted in another 
two years. We are sitting on a time bomb.” 

Oneway to try to end these abuses is to 
regulate the medicine shops. “At the mo- 
menl anybody can setup a medicine shop,” 
says Dr Islam, “and you can buy any damn 
thing you want The law is in place to stop 
that happening, but it is not enforced.” 

So, are the drug companies at fault? Dr 
Islam docs not blame them directly, but be 
says this situation "definitely helps the bua- 
ness. They send their reps around our med- 
icine shops and they justify it by saying they 
are ‘updating our knowledge’.” The picture 
is further complicated by the many small 
backstreet drugs manufacturers who op- 
erate across Asia. “You may get 80 differ- 
ent brands of one drug,” says David 
Livermore, head of the antibiotic reference 
unit at the UK’s Public Health Laboratory 
Service. He points out that many cheaper, 


"pirate” brands are also cut with starch and 
not as strong as they claim to be. 

Another alternative is to encourage the 
use of homeopathy, which is cheap, virtu- 
ally free of si de-effects and long established 
in Bangladesh. On a recent visit, I watched 
as Horish Chandra Roy, homeopath in the 
northern rural area of Dinajpur, tended to 
around 100 people in just three hours. 

The clinic, a one-room bamboo shack, 
offered no privacy for Monjiroo, a skeletaDy 
tihm woman of 40, as Roy took her poises 
and looked at her tongue (Ayurvedic tech- 
niques of diagnosis). “I have fever, weak- 
ness, farming stomach pains and blackouts,” 
she said. This could have been an infection 
meriting antibiotics, but Roy prescribed 
Bryonia and Nus Vomica. Monjiron paid 
seven taka (lQp) to register for the year, 
plus a two taka charge for each subsequent 
visit, including remedies. Contrast that with 
the cost of antibiotics at 10 to 20 taka per 
tablet depending on strength. 

Can we learn from Bangladesh? Home- 
opaths in Britain have long been advocat- 
ing low-potency remedies as an alternative 
treatment of infections, ^ifle our boefies can 
heal without medication. Dr Islam says 
cannot folly assess the efficacy of this treat- 
ment, but people who come here get com- 
fort and attention. Medkme of whatever kind 
sometimes alleviates symptoms, sometimes 
cures disease - but it always consoles.” 

Brigid McConville 


Am I fragrant? 
Your questions 

answered 



DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


DO I smell? 

Undoubtedly. All humans 
have their own idiosyncratic 
tincture, often so faint that it 
can only be detected by those 
who rub up against us. A few 
unfortunates give out sig- 
nals at 6ft, but whether or not 
these are deemed unpleasant 
depends on cultural norms as 
much as wind speed. 

Incidentally, the female 
Emperor moth ( Eudia pavo- 
nia) puls out a pheromone 
that can be picked up by a 
male 6.8 mites away. 

Why do I smell? 

There must be some 
evolutionary advantage to 
smelting or ft would have 
been banished from the gene 
pooL It’s probably got some- 
thing to do with keeping the 
flies off your tucker or track- 
ing down your partner in 
the dark. 

Perhaps it encourages us 
to mate with the same species 
(Desmond Morris can fill 
you in with the details here). 
Some couples admit to find- 
ing each other’s scent a turn 
on, but then sex has a 
remarkable capacity to make 
erstwhile vile smells and 
tastes alluring (if only for 10 
minutes.) 

I meant, what makes me 
smell? 

Sweat itself is largely blame- 
less. unless you’ve pigged 
out on garlic, onions, curry 
and alcohol (hence the 
Sunday-morning stinker). It’s 
the colonisation of sweat 
that’s been hanging around 
for several hours by chemi- 
cal-releasing bacteria that 
causes the problem. 

Sweat tends to congregate 
in areas where it can’t escape 
from in polite society (geni- 
tals. nipples and armpits). 
These areas are also blessed 
with a special type of sweat 
gland, the apocrine gland, 
which produces sticky, milky 
fluid containing fats and pro- 
teins. These glands become 
active in adolescence and 
their fluid is said to be 
pheromonal. 

Unfortunately, it’s also a 
bacterial feast The other 
type of sweat gland (eccrine). 
is most concentrated on your 
forehead, palms and soles. 
Socks, gloves and woolly 
pom-pom hats provide an en- 
closed, airless environment 
for sweat-rotting bugs. 

Why sweat? 

The average torso boasts 
two million sweat glands 
which chum out more than 
three litres every 24 hours 
(2.1 mis a minute). Its func- 
tion is to control body 
temperature and stop you 
overheating. Most of it evap- 
orates easily. Hot weather, al- 
cohol exercise, obesity and 


agitation up the production 
and humid conditions slow 
down evaporation. 

Some people sweat buck- 
ets even when they are cold, 
sober, s lim, stationary and 
stress-free. Although up- 
setting, this isn’t harmful un- 
less it is combined with 
other symptoms which sug- 
gest something else is re- 
sponsible - for example 
weight loss, weakness, trem- 
bling, increased appetite 
and bulging eyes (over-ac- 
tive thyroid gland or or- 
gasm), night sweats, cough 
and weight loss (infection or 
tumour) or irregular periods 
(menopause). 

How can I try to control 
my BO? 

The text-book advice to 
wash all over and change 
your pants, socks and any 
skin-hugging clothes every 
day seems condescending 
in the extreme. However, 
only a third of men wash be- 
hind their foreskin every 
day, while the majority are 
either too lazy or actually en- 
joy the smell of their own 
smegma. 

Sadly, some people with 
scrupulous persona] hygiene 
still seem to sweat or smell 
excessively, and accusing 
them of skimping on the 
soap isn’t particularly help- 
ful Others lack the mobility 
to reach under their armpits 
or perhaps can’t afford the 
bat water. 

Using an anti-bacterial 
Or antiseptic soap, particu- 
larly in your apocrine areas 
can help, but avoid over- 
washing as it can remove 
healthy skin bacteria and 
make the problem worse. It 
is a good idea to dry care- 
fully after bathing and pam- 
per yourself with talcum 
powder as bacteria prefer 
moist s kin. 

Tjght or synthetic clothes 
and night garments are out 
Go for baggy cottons that al- 
low the sweat to evaporate 
and sleep in the raw. Show- 
er promptly after exertion, 
wear cotton socks, rotate 
your shoes round, go easy on 
alcohol and try not to pUe on 
the pork. 

What about a deodorant? 
Deodorants alone just mask 
the smell and don’t cut down 
on sweat rot Choose wisely, 
the heady mix of BO and 
cheap cologne is worse than 
BO alone. 

Go for one containing 
antiperspiranL, too. These 
work by either stopping the 
bacteria from rotting or, 
rather perversely, by pre- 
venting the sweat from evap- 
orating and holding the sweat 
and smell in. 

Experiment with a few to 
find which type and method 
of dehveiy suits you best 
Some can cause irritation 
and you would be unwise to 
apply them to broken skin or 
your genitals. 

What H - this doesn’t work? 
Your doctor may prescribe a 
strong antiperspirant con- 
taining aluminium chloride. 
This reduces the amount of 
sweat you produce, hut tends 
to cause skin irritation. 

In very severe cases, the 
sweat glands can be surgi- 
cally removed from under 
your arms. Unfortunately, 
this hurts and the sweating 
tends to return after a few 
months. 


Discover the power 
of Cause-Related 
Marketing 

This two day national conference in association 
with The Independent will discuss how to build 
strategic alliances through effective 
Cause Rehted Marketing. 

For more information contact Bruce Graham on 
the number below or Took for the large 
advertisement in Monday’s Media+ section 
of The Eye. 
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The fruit trade that turned sour 


A delegation from St Vincent is in Brussels this week 
in a fast-drtch effort to save the tiny island's 
livelihood - and keep the drug barons at bay. 

By Louise Jury. Photographs by Tom Pilston 


STANDING deep within the hold of die 
banana boat MVESke, you would have no 
idea you were at sea. Steel walls tower over- 
head like the sides of a windowless New 
York skyscraper up to the black square of 
sky where bases of bananas axe swin g in g 
down from the giant crane for packing. 

Sometime after midnight, when the last 
461b box has been fork-lifted into position, 
the doors will be slammed shut As the sign 
with the skull and crossbones warns: “On 
completion of loading, oxygen will be re- 
moved from this hatch. Anyone remain- 
ing faces death.” 

In the nitrogen-rich environment of the 
high-tech hold, the 700 tons of bananas, 
cut just hours earlier in the plantations of 
the tiny Caribbean kland of St Vincent, will 
be held in arrested development. When 
they arrive at Southampton in eight days' 
time for the perusal of buyers from Tfcsco 
and Sainsbury’s, they will emerge in the 
same blemish-free condition in which they 
were loaded on this warm, breezy, Mon- 
day night 

As we walk away from the ship, the eco- 
nomics of the situation are made dear by 
one of the ship's hands. “When we load 
tOOO tons, everyone's really happy, 700 tons 
is just about all right. When it’s 400, peo- 
ple are really worried.'' 

They haven’t loaded 1,000 tons in a long 
time. 

St Vincent is an island teetering on the 
edge of crisis. The banana trade, the sta- 
ple of the economy, is collapsing and farm- 
ers are going out of business. Many ntined 
growers are killing themselves in despair. 

Responsibility for the problems facing 
islands like St Vincent lies with the Amer- 
icas. The United States, at the instigation 
of the multinational fruit companies in 
Latin America, last year won a riding from 
the World Thide Organisation that the 
preferential trading arrangements which 
have supported Caribbean banana exports 
to Europe for decades were illegal. The 
deals were deemed to be against the in- 
terests of free and fair trade. 

If the European Union cannot find a 
compromise arrangement - as it is at- 
tempting to do at a crisis meeting of trade 
ministers and farmers in Brussels this week 
- the banana business of St Vincent will 
be destroyed. The EU, which has sent a 
soda! development adviser to work in the 
Caribbean because of the crisis, and any- 
one on St Vincent, knows what will hap- 
pen then: young people, no longer able to 
earn a living from packing fruit, wifi turn 
to the deadly drugs trade. 

Superintendent Chiefton Noel, who 
heads the island’s 24-man drugs squad, 
knows. His team seized more marijuana 
in the first two months of this year than in 
the whole of last year, and tire island is al- 
ready an acknowledged transit point for ex- 
porting cocaine to Britain and the United 
States. He shows a letter begging for po- 
lice assistance in checking drug trafficking 
on board a ship between the islands. The 
ship owner is desperate and alarmed. 

“Once we have the banana plantations 
out of operation, the acres of marijuana 
plantation win go higher because these peo- 
ple are fanners,” Supt Noel says. Ash from 
the Soufriere volcano in the north of St Vin- 
cent makes a fertile growing ground, and 
these people have little else. “All these is- 
lands - St Vincent, St Lucia, Dominica, 
Grenada - rely on agriculture for survival. 
I don’t know what the Windward Islands 


will do if the banana plantations go down. 
We have a lot of people in St Vincent be- 
low the poverty line and they can be eas- 
ily used by the drug dealers. Sometimes I 
go home and I cannot sleep.” 

Renwick Rose knows the banana in- 
dustry inside out. The head of the Wind- 
ward Islands Farmers’ Association 
(WTNFA), be is in Brussels this week 
pleading the islanders' case. “We’re liv- 
ing with a time-bomb which is ticking 
away,” Renwick says. Bananas are now 
Britain's favourite fruit and it is dear the 
market is going to grow. “But whether 
there is going to be room for oar small 
farmers I just don’t know.” 

Official figures show that 60 per cent 
ofpeople who work on St Vincent are em- 
ployed in the banana industry. Seventy per 
cent of its agricultural exports are bananas. 
But take a drive around the island and the 
decline is evident From 6^00 farmers just 
a few years ago, there are now between 
3,000, and 4,000. The uncertainty is dis- 
couraging even those who can still afford 
to grow, and many farmers have cat back 
production. 

“That used to be banana plantations,” 
says Wflberforce Emanuel, with a sweep- 
ing gesture of his arm. “And that” 

Wilberforce grows three acres of ba- 
nanas and is president of the 4,000- 
strong National Farmers' Union (NFU), 
dominated by banana growers. His mem- 
bers are people like Matthew Trimming- 
ham, 51, who has abandoned some of his 
six acres because it just is not worth cul- 
tivating them. Disabled since he lost an 
arm in a car crash at c a rni v al time, he can- 
not afford to pay the meagre cost of labour 
-ECS 25 (just over £5) a day, down from 
$30 or more a day in the heyday of pro- 
duction in the 1980s. “My income is less 
than half of what is was,” he says. Tm not 
making any profit at alL” Asked how long 
he can go on, he pauses. “Fm asking my- 
self that question,” he says eventually. *T 
don't think 1 can last long.” That day, he 
was hoping to get ECS210 (£46) for 30 
boxes, barely covering his costs. 

Another fanner, Elroy Smart, 40, says 
he could not tell you how much he earns. 
He used to sell 120 cartons afbananas every 
other week, now it is down to 12 or 15. 
“Some years I could have told you my in- 
come. Now it’s so bad I couldn’t If I re- 
ally studied my accounts, I might go mad. 
Yesterday I went to town to pay some bills. 
I don’t think I received ECS200 (£44) for 
the month but I needed EC$375 (£82) for 
light bills and so on.” 

The NFU and WINFA are addressing 
the question of diversification, bat it is dif- 
ficult. Tb move from bananas to another 
crop could take up to five years. Tb tide 
you over, you need collateral MWthout that, 
you have to keep cm growing bananas, for 
the sake of the few East Caribbean dollars 
you can raise at market each week. 

Among the alternatives is arrowroot, of 
which the Hand is the world’s principal sup- 
plier, but it can only be dug by hand on the 
island’s hilly slopes. Like the banana grow- 
ers, arrowroot fanners cannot utilise the 
heavy machinery which makes central 
American plantations so cost-effective. An- 
other proposal is tourism, perhaps with vis- 
itors getting to slay on a real-life plantation. 

In the meantime, Wilberforce is an ad- 
vocate of a “fair trade banana” scheme, like 
those run in countries including Germany 
and Holland, along the lines of tie fair trade 






island fife: A plantation worker harvesting the crop (above); A farmer waits anxiously in a quality control warehotise to : 
(below left); Sunday service, St George's Cathedral, Kingstown (below right) 


if his fruit make the grade 
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coffee already available in Britain. “The sit- 
uation can only improve if there is a fair 
price - if the fanner is paid a fair price to 
cover the cost of production. It can only 
improve if the consumer, too, is being sold 
the bananas at a fair price. The super- 
markets have very big mark-ups.” 

Supermarket profits are not the whole 
story, though. 

Only about one quarter of the money 
paid by the big stores in Britain reaches the 
islands' fanners by the time middle meu 
and transporters have taken their cut. 

The giant fruit-growers of central 
America - companies like Del Monte, 
Chiquita and Dole - have faced criticisms 
over the way they treat the staff on their 
vast plantations, but Wilberforce says that 
in some ways he envies those employees. 
“If they work and earn 55 they gel $5.” 

Another problem is the standards de- 
manded by both the EU, which in 1993 
introduced tougher rules, even down to 
regulation lengths for fruit, and the su- 


permarkets, vriiich will accept nothing less 
than the perfect banana. 

A the Hbpewdl “roving assessment cen- 
tre", farmers bare their bananas rigorous- 
ly checked for blemishes before being sent 
for loading. Anxious not to lose business 
with the British supermarkets, which are St 
Vincent's only xnarkeL, every box is checked 
thoroughly. Sometimes a fanner’s whole 
crop might be rejected. As Ashley Cane, 
the 37-jear-dd supervisor at HopeveU, says: 
“The supermarkets are relentless in their 
pursuit of the perfect banana. The only way 
we can guarantee perfect fruit is by the 
greater use of pesticides.” 

But Wilberforce and Renwick are 
contemptuous of the need for chemicals. 
“You look at the skin of a banana and it 
might look ugly but it’s beautiful inside,” 
Wilberforce says. “The more chemicals, 
the more the bananas come to perfection 
faster and the size becomes bigger, but 
it is not grown naturally so the food is not 
what it should be.” 





The Betty Ford Clinic changed my life’ 


THE INDEPENDENT REVELATIONS 


NEW FAT FREE FRYING PAN Only £14.99 (incp&p) 


Top Chefs, like those on the Ready Steady Cook 
prognmame prefer to use a heavyweight cast- 
iron ridged trying pan, and this new version of 
our fat tree frying pan is die perfect choice. 

The dying pan is designed for benitfay cooking - 
its deep ridges ensure food does not come into 
contact with Eat and produce a seared stripe on 
(be food, giving a barbecue effect. 

The new lighter, square shape is also very prac- 
tical for cooking because it needs less brat than 
ordinary pans. Properly seasoned and main- 
wined.it builds up a non-stick surface dnu 
improves with use. 

Measuring 8.5 in wide and 15 in deep (21 -5cm 
x 4cm) at the base, it can be used on gas, elec- 
tric. ceramic and Aga hobs as well as trader the 
grill, in the oven or even on tbe barbecue. 

The pan costs £14.99 on its own or you can buy 
it with tbe book of 50 recipes from die BBC’s 
Ready Stead; Cook series, written by Antony 
Wonall Thompson and Brian Turner for just 
£19/44. Both prices include postage and packing. 

HOW TO ORDER: 

HU in the coupon and send together with cheque ot 
postal Qfder/s. NO CASH PLEASE to: 

INDEPENDENT FAT FREEFRVER OFTER IND269 
PO BOX Z22 CHATHAM, KENT ME4<ffE 

For Access/Visa orders, telephone 01634 296005 
(24 bouis a day, 7 days a week). Telephone 01634 
296005 for all enquiries. 

We deliver to addresses in the UK only. Please 
allow up to 28 days delivery from receipt of otder. 
Return within 7 days for refund if not completely 
satisfied. Offer subject to availability. 
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The time: 1984 
The place: Palm Springs, USA 
The woman: Lorna Luft, 
singer (daughter of Judy Gar- 
land) 

“THE Betty Ford Clinic kept 
calling me and calling me. I'd 
arranged for my sister, T.fan 
Minnelli to be admitted, but 
they wanted me to go through 
their family programme. I kept 
saying; “Writ a minute, it’s my 
sister who’s got the problem — 
not me.” What a stupid thing 
to say, boy was I wrong! When 
there's addiction, you don’t 
know how it affects tbe whole 
family - bow it affects you. 

lb reach the clinic you have 
to drive down a long driveway 
in the middle of the desert, un- 
til year reach a one-storey build- 
ing which does not look like a 
hospital. It is a little stark, but 
lias a beautiful lake and nice 
grounds. Elizabeth Taylor, who 
had just come oat, had told me 
what could happen between my 
sister and. myself. Ti was just as 
well she prepared me because 
Liza was angry and poured out 
all sorts of resentments. The 
one thing l didn't know was (hat 
my life was about to change. 


I'd been told that we start- 
ed at 9am and finished at 5pm, 
so I’d brought a best girlfriend 
to babysit my son, who was only 
four- months-old. I thought: 
what could we possibly do all 
day? My dear, what we did. Tb 
be sitting in a room with com- 
plete strangers, from all walks 
of life, but who had all &me the 
same things, was mind-blowing. 
As a child I had never said a 
word to anyone about my 
mother’s problems. I could 
never call an ambulance, in case 
tbe press found out, I never told 
anybody at school From an ear- 
ly age 1 learnt how to lie. We 
would go round the room and 
tell our stories, I discovered 
we’d all covered up. There was 
a wonderful lady who said: “I 
would take all the booze in my 
house and put it in pots on the 
stove, bum the alcohol off and 
put it back in the boule.” We 
all went: “wow, that’s a really 
good idea.” But the counsellor 
was not so impressed: “Did you 
think about the four bars he 
stopped off at on the way 
home?” We all cracked up 
laughing. I would check the 
seams of my mothers' clothes 
and the curtains for hidden pills 
- but at that time I didn’t know 
better. 

When the staff told me that 



98 per cent of the kids of ad- 
dicts are going to be addicts 
themselves, suddenly the light- 
bulb went on. No wonder I’d 
had my own problems with co- 
caine. I was in denial even 
when snorting up half of Peru 
at Studio 54. Some people, not 
a lot because most were also do- 
ing it, would ask if I was doing 
the same as my mother did. 1 
would reply: “No way, I don’t 
have a problem because I only 
do it at night.” You actually say 
this crap and believe it. Fortu- 
nately. by then, I bad already 
slopped taking cocaine; the 
hangovers were getting too 
much. I couldn't take the 
throwing up or the headaches 
and exhaustion. I was sick 
and tired of feeling sick and 
tired. 


Slowly I discovered that all 
my behaviour was textbook - 
tbe biggest release and relief 
ever. 1 learnt: 1 didn't do any-: 
thing wrong, I didn't cause iL 
I couldn't have cured it and I 
couldn't have controlled iL For 
the first time since my child- 
hood I did not feel alone. 

I'd understood, but putting 
everything I'd learnt at Betty 
Ford into practice was quite an- 
other thing. 1 had one last bat- 
tle. I’d chosen a husband who 
needed a partner with the train- 
ing I'd received as a child. He 
was an alcoholic and I was an 
expert co-dcpcndenL The lies 
I went through: he could con- 
trol it and stop whenever he felt 
like it. The hardest part of the 
programme is letting go. We 
were on a flight to London: I 
went to a scat further back be- 
cause my daughter was tired 
and there was room to lay her 
oul I saw the stewardess go up 
with a glass of red wine. I knew 
one drink would lead to an- 
other. I thought ‘no, I’m not go- 
ing to deal with this anymore’. 
1 walked up to him, he'd pulled 
a blanket ewer his head. 

I pulled the blanket away and 
underneath he was all bl’cary- 
cyed with this glass. Standing in 
the aisle of thal 747. 1 finally got 
it I (old him: That's iL I'm out 


of here.” Perfectly calm, I walked 
back down the aisle to my seat 
and my daughter. I felt greaL 
Even though I didn't know 
where I would go, beyond an 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting, 
when I stepped off that plane. 

There have been 40-odd 
books written about my fami- 
ly but none of those authors 
have lived in my house. I want- 
ed to set the record straight.^ 
Everybody else has told aboutfj 
the crazy part of my mother, I 
want to show how much of the 
sane part there was to look af- 
ter me. I loved my mother so 
much, she would do any thin g in 
the world for her kids. She had ** 
such a wonderful sense of hu- 
mour and was so warm. Sadly 
she did not have a Betty Ford 
Clinic: we had no help and no 
education. Nothing. 

When people ask ’did my 
mother ever have a chance?* I' 
say: ‘No — she had no choice.* 

Yet she is always with me in the 
face of my- daughter and the 
heart of my son. I knew Judy 
Garland the person, everybody 
else knew the legend." 

interview by 
Andrew G Morshdl •'<* 

M c and My Shadows, by Loma 
Lu/r, is published by Sidgwick c ft 
Jackson, £16.99. 
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Double vision: 


: KapoorV work ‘Untitled 1 (above) looks like a television screen but is, in fact, a slot, leading into a void Photograph: Phillip Meech 

Space invaders 


^nish Kapoor's 
creations draw 
you into their 
depths with 
mesmerising and 
disturbing effects, 
says Tom Lubbock 

ABOUT optical illusions etc. 
We animals survive through 
knowing our way around the 
world. It's always impressive the 
way cats, say, refuse to look in 
mirrors because they realise 
that mirrors are just hopelessly 
confusing sources of informa- 
tion. The kwe of getting lost, the 
pursuit of bafflement, axe dis- 
tVctly human things. But if 
that's the kind of creature you 
are, proceed at once to the Hay- 
ward Gallery to see the work of 
Anisb Kapoor. 

For the past 15 years this 
sculptor has been successfully 
undermining the known world. 
His first pieces were regular 
and irregular objects covered in 
coloured pigments so intense 
that the eye hying to register 
their solid volumes only saw a 
shimmering shape. Later, he 
began ticking dark cavities into 
rocks, such black boles that 
there seemed to be literally 
nothing inside. And in the past 
few years Kapoor has brought his 
fllnaonisfic skills to what looks 
tike their destined perfection. 

This recent work is what fills 
the Hayward. Some of it is sunk 
info the wails or floors. Some of 
is enormous. It’s heartening to 
see an artist knowing complete^ 
what he’s doing, and I doubt if 
anyone could not be staggered 
by these sundry apparitions, 
transformations and vanishing 

tricks, whatever vahie they might 
put on them afterwards. 

The first piece you meet 
gives a pretty good idea of what’s 
to came: It'scaBed MyBotfy ibur 
Body and it looks at first like 
something definite: an oblong, 
the size of a door, painted m 

deep blue on the white waft But 

then you knew bow in cartoons 
the prankster will sometimes 
“p^up” a man-hole - take it 
from the ground as if it were a 

black disc and lay it down agam 

inaepathofthefelW-W^ 
upon it turns back into a hole. 

Hare it is done for real • - 

■ Wot, approached, *. £ 

suddenly gets deep, 

paimgd on, its an oblopg slotatf 

^dwwallvritfaadeepWue 

firsts 

1^23%; 

rsssssi 




And then a further develop- 
ment: you can, at certain angl e s , 
just get a glimpse of wha^s really 

there, the interior contour of the 

cavity . The eye catches a curved 
highlight, revealing the rim of 
a plunging, vulva-like hole. But 
this form is visible so fleetmgly 
that you never get a dear view 
of it, and may wonder whether 
it, too, isn’t an apparition. The 
only constants are the oblong 
shape and the colour Wue. 

IdwdLaaAfyBody TburBotfy 
because it has all Kapoor's main 
effects- an fltasfcm of something 

( frfinh^an flhiStODOfSmilsdinilg 

absolutely indefinite, a glinqise 
of what's really there. In other 


10ft-bigh white cuboid, with a 
great dimple-crater smoothly 
sucked into one of its faces. You 
see that dear enough. Bat move 
a little, and this face goes firm 
and fiat like the rest Move 
again and the solid form dema- 
terialises, turns to avague mist 
WhailAm Pregnant is mote dar- 
ing stiH A tcet-tike protuberance, 
rising out of a wall though 
sharply visible in profile, simply 


order, or with different em- 
ibeeven 




and not too iar 

you’re looking straight-— 

Bin the eye can’t find aP*** 

All you can see ts a ee P 

ws flat this 

was painted on the wall Now > 

seems to be nowhere at 


yugiTw 

more asicmishing. 

Unfitted, wtfch silsin the sec- 
ond room, looks like a huge, 
curvaceous, futuristic telly with 

awide screen showing luminous 

grey. But this “screen” is an- 
other slot, through to another 
' hollow, another void, and the 
whole thing becomes a kind of 
tardis, a finite fibreglass egg 

gonaining an infinite gulf of an 

- and yon really can’t focus at 
all on the inside of the cavity. 

Or again, whafs really there 

may be quite obvious illusion, 
when it happens, the more star- 
ting. Upstairs, there & mother 
fibreglass object, ^ote a 


For 20 years 
Kapoor has been 
successfully 
undermining the 
known world 


AD this is ve^ satisfying^ The 
ait is sure of its effects. They are 
perfectly judged and perfectly 
executed. (I wasn’t so interest- 
ed in the works that used mir- 
rors; their surprises weren't so 
surprising). What’s more, this 
sureness promotes community 
among viewers. We’re all hav- 
ing the same disorienting ex- 
periences and we know it It’s 
not a matter of taste or imagi- 
nation, it’s a matter of eye-brain 


function, and this unanimity, 
rare in art galleries, is satisfy- 
ing, too (though a little frus- 
trating for the critic, who can 
only add his coo to the chorus). 

But beyond this basic shared 
. experience, Kapoor's audience 
is likely to divide significantly. 
Standing, say, beneath the final 
vKa^Althe Edgeofthe World. 
a massive red bell-dome which, 
when you get under it and look 
up, acquires the elevating vast- 
ness of a starless night sky, one 
lot of viewers will be saying: “I 
am losing all sense of tbe bound- 
aries of the \roddatHicrfmysel£ 
I am entering an altered state.” 
And these people will probably 
be ukhc susceptible, also, to the 
many ways that the experience 
can be interpreted - psychical- 
ly, sexually, spiritually.- indeed, 
there really secans bo limit to the 
metaphors you can make of 
Kapootisillusion& But another 
lot of viewers will simply be say- 
ing: “This effect is extraordi- 
narily clever and fascinating, I 
wonder how it’s done.” 

You could fed both, I guess. 
I had a really spacey time of it, 

I'm with the latter lot Bewil- 
dered, I want to know how Tm 
being bewildered. I mean, 
Kapoors lighting must be very 
carefully controlled, but are 
specifically tight-diffusing pig- 
ments and materials being 
used? And the smoothness of 


‘At the Edge of 
the World IP 
(above) is 
aJf-enveJopfag, 
beneath it 
you lose your 
bearings as the 
world turns 
upside down. 
Standing 
between 
‘Double 
Mirror* (left), 
your image 
f r a ctures and 
threatens to 
disappear 
Photographs: 
PhiHip Meech 


the curves is clearly crucial to 
malting contours dematerialise, 
but is some actual maths in- 
volved too? 

And this practical attitude is 
likely to take Kapoor's superb- 
ly calculated disorientations 
less as a revefation or an ecstatic 
state or even a thrilling semi- 
scare, more as a salutary warn- 
ing of bow fragile our sensory 
survival mechanism can be. 
What some see as sublime, un- 
canny, are just breakdowns and 
shorl-circaits. If all life was 
like tftis, we wouldn’t stand a 
chance. The bottom line is, we 
have to sort such things out Or 
that’s what my lot says. 

But what I think is ad- 
mirable about Kapoor's work is 
that it doesn’t insist either way. 
It allows each party its re- 
sponse. ft holds its ground be- 
tween the material and the 
transcendental It urges only, 
■what is plainly true, that things 
can sometimes get veiy myste- 
rious, and mystery always 
makes a Haim Humans dear- 
ly have a penchant for such 
breakdown experiences, and 
perhaps are bound to find them 
meaningful. A cat would sen- 
sibly avert its gaze, but we 
can't tear our eyes away. 

Anish Kapoor’s work is at the 
Hayward GaUay, London SE1, 
mail 14 June. 


Revealing the reality 
behind the illusion 


The origins of a 
masterpiece of 
surrealism have 
been ignored for 
17 years, writes 
John Windsor 

THE enigma of Rend 
Magritte’s famous painting of 
a pipe still puzzles the crowds 
that shuffle past it at tire big 
centenary retrospective exhi- 
bition of his work in bis borne 
town, Brussels. Its secret - a 
private joke of Magritte's - 
might have died with him 
but for detective work by a 
young academic whore reve- 
lations have been passed over 
by art historians for 17 years. 

“This is not a pipe” says 
the Belgian Surrealist's in- 
scription. That’s the point, in- 
tone art historians. It’s only 
paint on canvas - Magritte’s 
play on the way painting rep- 
resents three-dimensional 
objects as two-dimensional 
illusions. But look at the pipe 
on the shopfront of Vinche's, 
the tobacconist's, in the Rue 
Marchd Aux Herbes, in tire 
heart of Brussels. Is it not re- 
markably familiar ? 

This fa the pipe that in- 
spired Magritte. It is, of 
coarse, only a representation 
of a pipe - flat, two dimen- 
sknaL Cedn’est pas une pipe. 
“No,” Magritte must have 
chuckled to himself, “and it 
never was." 

A tall story? Back in 1980, 
SDvano Levy, now senior lec- 
turer in French at Keele Uni- 
versity, was researching a 
PhD thesis on Magritte. He 
spotted a photograph of 
Vinche’s shopfront in a book 
on Twenties window dressing. 
“Suddenly, Magritte’s pipe 
flashed in front of my eyes. 
The photograph had been 
taken in 1927, the year before 
Magritte painted his pipe. It 
was dominant, overwhelm- 
ing in size. Just like the pipe 
in the painting.” 

A descendant of Vinche, 
located through the Brussels 
telephone directory, supplied 
Levy with the original photo- 
graph of the shopfront, as it 
then was, but had no tales to 
tell about Magritte. Never- 
theless, the photograph 
showed not only the grant pipe 
screwed to the second-floor 
facad e , but two pairs of pipes 
in stained glass in the shop 
window that were the exact 
shape and pose of a pair of 
pipes that Magritte had 
drawn, joined at the mouth- 
piece. 

“That clinched h for me", 
he said. “I realised I had 



jCbcl n'Z&t/ia* 



Linked? The sign above Vinche’s shop (above) and 
Magritteh ‘Cea n’est pas une pipe* (top) 

Photographs: Qraudon/Bridgeman Art Library/DACS 


found the source of one of the 
most famous images of the 
20th century.” But he still 
lacked flist-handeridence that 
Magritte had ever clapped 
eyes on Vinche's pipes. 

Soon afterwards, be found 
hims elf taking tea and perils 
fours in the comfortable Brus- 
sels sitting room of Magritte’s 
late widow. Georgette, then 
nearly 80. Instantly recognis- 
able as the artist’s model - 
poised, polite and still beau- 
tiful -she sat at the piano and 
played him airs by Satie, just 
as she had for Rend. But she 
had never heard' him talk 
about the origins of the pipe. 

“Yes,” she said, “he would 
have known of the shop” But 
then, so did everyone else in 
Brussels. It was Louis Scute- 
naire, who worked with 
Magritte, who finned up the 
connection. “Yes,” he told 
Levy, “Magritte knew the 
shop and walked past it prac- 
tically every week." 

Like Georgette's house, 
Scntenaire’s was encrusted 
with paintings by Magritte. 
There were even Magrittes 
hanging over the bath. “What 
would happen if they fell in?" 
Levy asked him. “Then they 
would get wet,” was the reply. 

Levy had, of course, al- 
ready visited the shop. He 


found it selling not pipes, 
but electronic calculators. “I 
took photographs,” he said: 
“They must have thought I 
was some sort of maniac or fo- 
ci us trial spy.” They knew 
nothing of Magritte. 

Levy published his findings 
in a paper, “Rend Magritte 
and Window Display" in 
Anscribe No 28 of March 
1981. Since then, the paper 
has been occasionally dted in 
standard works on Magritte, 
but the discovery of the orig- 
inal pipe has not got a men- 
tion. A pity, thinks Levy. 

“The significance of dis- 
covering that Magritte’s pipe 
originates from a 2D image is 
that, in reality, in the world in 
which we live and breathe, the 
2D world exists in its own 
tight It's a major additional 
step in the interpretation of 
Magritte’s painting that aca- 
demics and writers have not 
fully appreciated.” 

Is anything Jeff of Vinche’s 
pipe? Gazing upwards to 
where it had been screwed to 
the shop's marble cladding. 
Levy could discern its shape. 
The marble was paler where 
the pipe had protected it 
from the weather. Not a pipe. 
Not even a representation of 
a pipe. Just a virtual reality. 
But a reality all the same. 



;V 
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Prescott deserves 
a clear road 

HOW WAS the bank holiday weekend for you? We hope that you weren’t 
one of the poor souls who were delayed for 63 minutes on the Virgin Ex- 
press from Bir mingham to Edinburgh. Or caught in the nasty jams around 
Rothersthorpc services on the Ml. Or any other of the ritual endurance 
tests. 

Well, the Deputy Prime Minister, John Prescott, is the man responsi- 
ble for sorting out, as much as any mortal politician can, the transport mess. 
In fact it might not be too great an exaggeration to say that all of John 
Prescott's life has been a preparation for the White Paper on an integrat- 
ed transport policy which he is due to unveil next month. It is as if young 
Johnny has been up in his Whitehall bedroom for months grappling with 
his train set, strategically ordering his toy cars and planes and boats, and, 
most importantly, his bus collection, manfiilty trying to, well, integrate them. 
All this so he can unveil the tableau to the whole school and win first prize 
in tbe “Sixth Form Integrated Transport Policy 1 ' competition. It is even said 
that another of the prefects, Gordon Brown, has been allowed to cast an 
eye over thing s and thought that the plan to introduce charges on motorists 
to ease congestion a jolly clever wheeze. But, entirely uninvited, along comes 
that tittle squirt, Geoffrey Norris, from the No 10 policy unit nursery school 
down the road He then presumptuously tells him - John Prescott - that 
the Headmaster, Mr Blair, has heard that the p lans are too unfriendly to 
cars, which, doesn’t be realise, are a liberating force. 

It must have been hard to t«lw- Mr Prescott is rightly wary of being pa- 
tronised by people he might consider his social political or intellectual equals, 
let alone the (ikes of Geoffrey Norris (Mr Prescott describes his sort as 
“teeny hoppers”). But Mr Prescott must, once again, do what he has be- 
come rather good at - calm down, ignore the criticism and get on with tbe 
job. There will be more support for him than he might think. 

It is hard to exaggerate the importance of the White Paper on 'frans- 
port Policy. It will be the first look at tbe whole picture for 20 years. The 
projected growth in road traffic is unsustainable. By all accounts the White 
Paper will have some excellent and radical ideas on which Mr Prescott should 
indeed stand his ground. He should do this both for the sake of the poli- 
cy itself and also for the good of new Labour. Mr Blair's party is in dan- 
ger of being all-too-easUy accused of running away from radical policy 
initiatives that mig ht frighten middle England's horses, no matter what might 
be in the long-term interests of the country as a whole. Mr Prescott says 
that “hard and difficult” choices must be made. Some of the hints about 
what will be in tbe White Paper suggest that they will indeed be challenging 
ideas. They should be supported. 

Local coundk should indeed be given powers to levy “congestion charges” 
on motorists who bring their cars into towns and cities at peak times, and 
should also be allowed to place heavy taxes on “private non-residential park- 
ing'', which would affect people who use their cars to go to work or shop. 
Shops, offices and factories should be charged for parking. The money rased 
can be used by councils to finance transport projects and should not be 
simply swallowed up by the Treasury, a point the Chancellor seems to have 
conceded. Mr Prescott does, however, need to look carefully at the po- 
tential problem of neighbouring towns competing to levy the lowest charges 
in the interests of stimulating trade. If workable measures were brought 
in they would also give the biggest liberating and reinvigorating boost to 
local government that we will have seen in decades. 

Mr Blair and his policy wonks are right to feel anxious about the po- 
litical impact of the proposals. But Mr Blair has shown himself both ready 
to engage in political argument and unafraid of the task of persuading peo- 
ple that changes which seem to be damaging are necessary, and in the long 
term also to their advantage. Of course the motor car is a liberating force. 
Tbe automobile is not an “enemy”. Would that we had a public transport 
system that could offer the same choices - and at cost that competes with 
the marginal costs of using a car. But we cannot afford to duck the hard 
issues, the problems of pollution and congestion, the inadequacies of pub- 
lic transport that many of us have to face every day. We all of us suffer as 
consumers of foul air, as parents and as commuters as well as road-users 
if we fail to tackle the issues. We must wind down gently our reliance on 
the car and boost decent public transport 

“John Prescott saves the planet" is not a headline we are ever likely to i 
see. But his work at the Kyoto summit on the environment and his efforts 
to make a workable transport polity - which stretch back way into the years 
of opposition - deserve all of our support Mr Prescott has shown that he 
can be an enormous asset to this government by eschewing spin and get- ; 
Ling on with the job. Mr Blair should call off his bossy messenger boys. | 

Send her off and let 
me watch the football! 

MOST BRITISH men would rather watch the World Cup on television 
than have sex with the woman of their dreams, according to a recent sur- 
vey. What is going on? 

The detailed findings are, if anything, even more difficult to fathom. Think 
about Denise van Outen. Think about Kate Moss. Bui more than 95 per 
cent of men aged 20-34, and surely at the peak of their libido, said that not 
even the chance of going to bed with their fantasy woman would tear them 
away from the screen after kick-off this summer. Weil, Scotland are play- 
ing, after all. The over-35s arc said to be more likely to be distracted by 
Kim Basinger or some other sex symbol turning up on their doorsteps, but 
still only 40 per cent of them admitted they could be lured away by a dream 
woman, with 60 per cent sticking to Argentina vs Cameroon. Reminding 
ourselves of the welter of opinion polls on the Government's first year, we 
are confronted with the possibility that sex is less papular than new Labour. 
These are dangerous times. Who will you be playing this summer ? 
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‘Paedophile art* 

I DON'T think Margaret Kennedy’s 
article (29 April) was an “intemper- 
ate outburst", as Eamon Dufly makes 
out. Indeed his and Ian Hunfley's let- 
ters on the subject of the Eric Gill Sta- 
tions of the Cross in Westminster 
Cathedral (30 April) betray in a clas- 
sic way how those who have not suf- 
fered put down those who have, lb 
vic tims it seems that the church so 
often sides with the offender. Art, 
gifts and wealth are what appear to 
count more than the cty for help. 

Of course we all have our dark 
sides, artists sometimes more than 
others, and art may be a redemptive 
activity. However, if this is so with GiB 
and his work is to be retained, then 
both aspects need to be made plain, 
and the sufferings of people like Mar- 
garet Kennedy must be taken into ac- 
count. Tbe church (of any 
denomination) so often neglects to 
do this, substituting the necessary vi- 
sion with a glib triumphalism. GiB the 
artist is remembered; G31 the sinner, 
even the redeemed and forgiven 
sinner, is forgotten, and with him 
those be damaged. 

One reason is that an historians 
and critics like to think that art is all- 
important and any disparagement is 
philistine. Another is one-upmanship 
by the church. GUI was a convert to 
Catholicism; therefore he has to be 
an adornment. It is difficult to ad- 
mit that those who swallow your 
medicine remain flawed. (Again, 
all churches are the same.) 

When Gill worked, we knew 
much less about paedophilia. Now 
we have the knowledge, the way in 
which his work is displayed needs to 
be reassessed. “Great art transcends 
tbe limitations of the human beings 
who make it.” Maybe, but what 
about the viewers? For whose sake 
is it displayed? 

The Rev BA HOPKINSON 
Stainion, Middlesbrough 

MAYBE removal of the Westminster 
Cathedral Stations of the Cross ex- 
ecuted by the paedophile Eric Gill 
is not feasible. However, we believe 
there should be recognition and 
support of Christian Survivors of Sex- 
ual Abuse. 

Perhaps a new piece of art could 
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Snowdonia railway 

ANDREW GORDON makesaplea 
(letter, 29 April) for railways as a 
means of access to national parts. He 
may not be familiar with the detail 
of the Snowdonia proposal. 


be created for Westminster Cathe- 
dral as an acknowledgement of the 
hurt and suffering caused by such be- 
haviour. It could mark a place of 
prayer and remembrance for all vic- 
tims of sexual; physical, mental and 
spiritual abuse. 

LALAWJNKLEY , : , 

We are Church UK 
London SW1 

IN GENERAL I agree with Eamon 
Duffy about the private lives of 
artists. However, the church is cur- 
rently struggling to come to terms 
with a recent history of denial of pae- 
dophilia within its ranks. It is not 
helpfiil to healing and reconciliation 
if the hierarchy is perceived to be de- 
fending artefacts rather than sup- 
porting tbe human victims. In the 
circumstances I think the Stations of 
the Cross should be removed. 
JOANNA PALLISTER 
Durham 


1 May) makes a case for the equal- 
ly free flow of information. 

She has some caveats about the 
human, social and environmental di- 
mension of globalisation, yet still 
omits - as do all commentaries I have 
seen - any mention of the possibil- 
ity of inducting the fourth dement 
of commercial interaction:, labqur. 
Somehow, the free movement of the 
commodity Is not deemed to be a 
good thing; indeed it is anathema- 
tised as “economic migration”, and 
controls on it get ever tighter. Yet the 
poor have nothing else to sell, and 
their inclusion within the global 
economy would benefit all of us. 

What makes labour so different 
from the other elements of com- 
merce? Is it just that you can’t sell 
shares in it? 

BILL UNTON 
London NI3 

Debate that never was 


servatives instantly “accepted” the 
riN/ITV pnoposaL They did not, and 
we negotiated with them on the same 
basis as the other two parties. They 
finally accepted our proposal as 
Labour set a deadline, and the ne- 
. gofiations collapsed at tbe end of . the 
first week of the election campaign. 

Lord Holme says we gave too 
much to the Conservatives- and told 
us . so at the time. But at the same 
time the Conservatives were telling 
us we had given too much to tbe lib- 
eral Democrats and Labour was 
telling us that they wanted an almost 
completely different programme 
from the one we had proposed 

Tbe reality is that by the end of 
the first week of the election cam- 
paign both we and the BBC had re- 
solved all the serious objections and 
obstacles to a debate taking place. 
Tbe final issues of minor agistments 
to timings anti structure would have 
seemed trivial to anyone outside the 
hothouse world of politics in the mid- 


. The National Plark and local au- 
thorities have a traffic srndy under way 
and we shouldnot be surprised if re- 
strictions are suggested for private 
cars. The proposed railway can only 
make economic sense, however, with 
a vast increase in visitor numbers. Fu- 
ture transport demand (excluding raih 
. way enthusiasts) can be cheaply met 
by an improved bus service. 

In addition to the concerns of 
fanners and traders mentioned in 
yomreptM of 27 April, significant sec- 
tions of the derelict trackbed have 
been used for many years as walking ^ 
routes, by visitors and locals alike. Al- 
though suitable diverted routes are 
possible in some places, in others 
there is no alternative. Near the 
Snowdon Ranger youth hostel, for in- 
stance, the only real option will be a 
twisting and dangerous main road. 
PETE BLAND 
Vice-chairman, Ramblers' 

Association, North Wales Area 
Chester 


I MUST be one of the few people still 
living who actually knew Eric Gill. My 
father, Hilary Pfepler, was co-founder 
with GUI of the Ditchling Communi- 
ty and I was brought up on the Com- 
mon. I knew all the G ill giris well; the 
eldest married my eldest brother, 
David. I remember Eric Gill at- 
tempting to teach us children to sing 
plainsong. He was patient and kind, 
lb suggest that bis beautiful carvings 
in Westminster Cathedral could be in 
anyway an evil influence would be ut- 
terly laughable if it weie not sinister, 
leading us back to tbe Cromwellian 
times of statue-bashing intolerance. 
SUSAN FALKNER 
Abergavenny, Gwent 

Global labour market 

THE NEED for globalisation of mar - 
kets in capital and of goods seems 
to be almost universally accepted 
these days, and now Diane Coyle 
(“Why global markets need to be 
open to free information flows". 


LORD HOLME’S article on the 
party leaders’ television debate that 
never happened (Media, 27 April) 
added some fascinating new infor- 
mation - above all the confirmation - 
that the parties did conduct secret ne- 
gotiations with one another face-to- 
face. Lord Holme worked hard to 
make tbe debates happen and it is 
characteristically generous of him to 
give the broadcasters credit for their 
efforts even though he deeply disap- 
proved of some of our tactics. But his 
account of the role played in the ne- 
gotiations by UN and ITV is wrong 
on a number of important facts. 

It is not the case that ITN and 
ITV, working together, put a proposal 
to foe Conservatives fust, leaving the 
opposition parties and foe BBC 
“sitting unhappily on foe sidelines”. 
We approached all three parties at 
the same time with foe same pro- 
posed. Far from being on the side- 
lines, the BBC was making similar 
proposals to ours to all three parties. 

It is not the case that the Cbn- 


dle of a general election. In foe end 
none of foe parties wanted foe de- 
bate enough to make some very small 
compromises. Of course foe broad- 
casters have lessons to lean: - but the 
parties realty cannot blame us for 
their failure to agree. 

RICHARD TAIT 

Editor-in-Chief 

ITN 

London WCJ 

O horror! 

YOUR OBITUARY of Pauline 
R6age (2 May), and her notorious 
Histare d’O, recalled the sheer dis- 
appointment of buying foe book as 
a young man. As a model railway en- 
thusiast, always eager to read about 
small-gauge railway engines and 
rolling stodc, one was mortified to dis- 
cover in translation that foe Story of 
“O' was something other than a his- 
tory of Hornby, Basset Lowke et aL 
ROBERT VINCENT 
Andover, Hampshire 


Cannabis cure , 

PETE BARRETT (letter 27 April) 
writes that aU the cannabis usees he 
knows are addicted to tobacco. This 
should not be used as an argument 
to support the continued ban an 
cannabis. Many regular users are now 
choosing to smoke it neat or make 
cakes and drinks in light of continued 
evidence of foe dangers of tobacco. 

Indeed, I know a number of life- -£ 
long smokers who have used catmabis 
as an effective means to quit the to- 
bacco habit. One, in particular, who 
had toed virtually every method of giv- 
ing up and had not used the drug be- 
fore, found that an occasional smoke 
of cannabis not only satsfied the crav- 
ing for foe feeling of smoke in the 
lungs, but enabled him to cope with 
nicotine craving as well 

It is ridiculous that foe danger- 
ous drug is legal while the therapy 
is not. 

JUSTIN BRETT . 

Gibvem. Gwent 


Beethoven? Pompous. Hepworth? Depressing. Let's slaughter the sacred cows of culture * 



MILES 

KINGTON 


WHEN CHRIS SMITH said the other day 
that he did not consider Dylan necessarily 
inferior to Keats, he was, whether he knew 
it or not, offending at least three sets of peo- 
ple. 

One was the Welsh, wbo automatically 
assume that foe name Dylan can only 
mean Dylan Thomas, whom they take to be 
superior to everyone. The second was peo- 
ple who can’t stand Bob Dylan. The third 
was people who have never read Keats and 
who feel either offended or browbeaten at 
being expected to have an opnmxi about him. 

I would also like to set the ball rolling 
for a fourth set of o Bended people, to whidi 
I would like to belong, namely those who 
feel tired at the thought of having to pay 
lip-servicc to anyone, be it Keats or Bob Dy- 
lan- When Tony Palmer made headlines in 
foe 1960s by saying that the Beaties were 
the greatest songwriters since Schubert we. 
assume that people were either shocked or 


pleased, but there must have been a lot of 
people who were left unmoved precisely be- 
cause they didn't have very strong feelings 
about either. It would be nice to speak up 
for them. 

We are all guDty of assuming tins lip-ser- 
vice duty from time to time. I remember an 
oocaston on which my first wife and I decided 
that we would do something we hod never 
done before and buy scats for a concert at 
the Albert Hall, and we took along our friends 
Tenyand Alison. It was a safe enough pro- 
gramme. full of Beethoven, mostly, and it 
wasn’t tin much later that Terry told me how 
much he had been bored by the evening. 

“I like most classical music, but I can’t 
stand Beethoven.” he said. “Never could. 
Bombastic, pompous constructor of public 
works ... Pain in the ass.” 

I can see what he meant. I could also see 
• why he didn't go round talking about it It's 
not one of the things you're meanr to say. 


There are certain things we are meant to 
treat as Western icons, and woe betide us 
if we opt out of too many of them. The Bible 
and Shakespeare are two of them, which is 
why they are dished out to guests on Desert 
Island Discs tike sea-sickness pills. But 
Mozart and/or Wagner ... football ... 
Magritte ... opera ... Stravinsky ... Picas- 
so ... the Rolling Stones .. . Princess Diana 
... Oscar Wilde ... these arc all pin-ups of 
the limes, and you most be very careful of 
your ground before you cast aspersions at 
such holy cows. 

Well, I wonder if there are many more 
tike me with severe doubts in foe field of 
modern art, especially modern sculpture. 
I first realised that I had troubles here when 
I failed, after years of trying. to derive any 
enjoyment at all from Henry Moore. This 
distressed my friend and colleague at 
Punch, foe assistant art editor Geoffrey 
Dickinson, who actually dragged me along 


to a big Moore exhibition at foe Tate to con- 
vert me. It was useless. I still saw nothing 
in Moore. So 1 was rather glad that Geoff 
was not around when I went, some years 
back, to foe Edinburgh Botanical Gardens 
and wandered round a Barbara Hepworth 
show in the open air. This was different from 
the Moore experience. Moore left me 
cold. Hepworth I actively disliked. Her 
shapes seemed sullen and heavy, and de- 
pressing. They dragged down the fresh 
greenness of the gardens, and slowed foe 
dance of nature to a halt. Most unpleasant. 

But you always have to make Mire 
you’re not making a fool of yourself, so 
when, earlier this year, my wife and I went 
to Cornwall for an out-of-scason experience 
we did the right thing by visiting Barbara 
Hcpworth’s garden and the Thte Gallery, 
both at St Ives. I tried, I really tried, but* I 
had the same experience in both. Liked foe 
garden, loved the gallery, couldn't take the 


art seriously in either. Most of the content 
of foe Tate was, I think, modish rubbish, fan 
the Hepworth not only seemed as heavy a m 
as lifeless as I remembered it from P-rfin 
burgh, it also seemed terribly dated - it ns 
m i n ded me of a lot of the mannered stuf 
washing around in the 1950s which modi 
it such a good decade to get out of. 

I take no particular pleasure in takhii 
no pleasure in Hepworth, though it doe 
save valuable time, and I take no partieu 
far pleasure in parading my prejudice to 
day, except that if it encourages anyone else 
to be brave enough to admit to their blinc 
spots and get it over with, it might have beei 
worthwhile. Oh. and of course, you migb 
feel like doing foe opposite, which requires 
equal amounts of bravety, i.e. admitting tt 
admiration for the aunt Sallies of our tint* 
-Mre Thatcher, Georgette Heyer, Prince 
Charles, Jacques Santer, Paul Daniels, Es- 
ther Rantzcn ... add your own names. 
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Don t worry about selling the 
silver — just buy more 






ANDREAS 

whittam SMITH 

ON foreign 

TAKEOVERS 


4 


a. an tha, 

toe BHUsh businesses, each household 
names founded at the turn of the century 
about to come under foreign ownership 

i c AT 118 t0 RoUs " R °y ce Motor Cars, 
RAC f m l olorui g organisation and to 
EMU one of the biggest record companies 
m the world All three have received take- 
over offers from overseas. Rolls-Royce is the 
Ste? °{ * !f nle for control between 
B k ,^ Volkswa S eQ and Price may 
reach £5 00m. The RAC breakdown service 
is being sold to an American company, Cen- 
dant, which, having just bought National Car 
Fbiics and the Green Flag breakdown service, 
wants to create a powerful rival to the Au- 
tomobile Association. EMI is in a different 
league. We are talking billions of pounds 
rather than hundreds of millions. The secret 
suitor is probably Seagram, the giant Cana- 
dian drinks and music publishing group. 

Concern about foreign take-overs is not 
limited to third world countries worried about 
exploitation, I have a bit of sympathy with 
Ca na da , where the US has a commanding 
presence. The fear that the Canadian econ- 
omy could become a collection of branch of- 
fices for American multinationals is 
understandable. It generates a feeling of pow- 
erlessness. To take a local example, you find 
the same sentiment on Merseyside, which 
long ago lost the headquarters of renowned 
businesses such as Unilever, Royal Insurance 
and Cun aid. I am less impressed by French 
hostility to foreign ownership, which appears 
to be chauvinistic, France’s desire always to 
find a “French solution” when companies find 
themselves in receipt of foreign take-overs 
has weakened rather than strengthened its 
industry. The French are much less successful 
than they should be in international bank- 
ing and in information technology for this rea- 
son. Among advanced industrial nations, 
however, Japan is the most extreme exam- 
ple of resistance to foreign ownership- The 
door has been tightly shut, partly by the preva- 
lence of axjss-sbareholding. But now that the 
Japanese way of doing business is in disar- 
ray, that may have to change. The UK and 
the US have the least resistance to foreign 
take-overs and, in turn, are the most ag- 
gressive in returning the compliment. 

As a matter of fact, Rolls-Royce Motor 
Care and the RAC breakdown service wfl 1 al- 
most certainly benefit from a change in own- 
ership. Rolls-Royce’s present owners, 
Vickers, cannot afford the investment need- 
ed to sustain the luxury carmaker in the mar- 
ketplace. BMW’s plans include doubling the 
workforce to about 4,000 and tripling out- 


put to 6,000 cars a year. In the case of the 
RAC’s breakdown service, its present own- 
ers arc, after ail, a West End club. It is right 
that the Club's 12,000 members should <m gh 
in to the tunc of around £34,000 each and 
the Club retain an endowment of £30m while 
the business goes to owners focused on com- 
mercial considerations. Stronger competition 
with the AA will be beneficial for motorists. 

EMI is a different proposition. It is viable 
on its own, albeit not doing very well. It is a 
record publisher, whose skill is findin g and 
developing artistes and genres; it is a valu- 
able intellectual property, comprising an 
a mazing backlist ranging from the Beatles to 
Call as, and it is also a disc manufacturer. As 
a small shareholder myself, 1 shall be dis- 
gusted if the chairman. Sir Colin Southgate 
(the man also charged with rescuing the Roy- 
al Opera House) does not arrange an auc- 
tion that obtains a sky-high price. 

But these famous companies are going 
into foreign ownership. Does this really mat- 
ter? It certainly irks some of the sharehold- 
ers in the present British owners of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, Vickers. At last 
week's annual meeting they were loudly crit- 
ical of the decision to seiL They were ‘'dis- 
gusted” and “outraged” at the disposal of a 
“national jewel". Nor were they mollified by 
the decision to return £197m of the sale pro- 
ceeds directly to them. Amazingly, when the 
chairman. Sir Colin Chandler, asked share- 
holders if they wanted the money returned, 
he was met with shouts of "no". 

1 have two responses to this. In the first 
place, British companies can come along and 
bid for Rolls-Royce, the RAC and EMI if they 
wish to do so. In particular, the price ticket 
for Rolls-Royce is within the buying range 
of the United Kingdom’s top 100 companies; 
and the business has been unofficially on sale 
for many years. If you want to be disgusted 
about these sales, you have to blame the ab- 
sence of British buyers as well as the deci- 
sions of the sellers. 

Second, consider how one might invest the 
proceeds of the sales back into British industry 
and help create new, vibrant businesses. In 
the case of the motor industry, while nobody 
has been looking, so to speak, this country 
has created, in the past 25 years or so, a se- 
ries of world-beating small companies. They 
manufacture racing cars for Formula One and 
the American equivalent, and dominate 
motor racing. The sector comprises a web of 
small, creative, highly specialised engineer- 
ing companies. In their way the managers of 
these companies are quite as innovative and 
audacious as the original Mr Rolls and Mr 
Royce. 

The same situation exists in the British 
record industry. While EMI is one of the big 
six companies which control 70 per cent of 
the world’s record business, the United 
Kingdom is well represented in the remain- 
ing 30 per cent I am not saying that creat- 
ing a new record label is easy, but it is done. 
There is a seed-bed of exciting British ven- 
tures in music publishing out of which can 
emerge businesses that match EMI for 
verve if not for size. 

In short, when a foreign buyer comes along 
and offers a great deal of money far a British 
household name, shareholders should say 
“thank you very much” and re-invest m some- 
thing more promising. The wringing of 
hands and the expression of regrets about seUr 
ing off the “family silver” or the so-called 
“Crown Jewels” is literally useless. 


The Queen may invite the artists 
to her place, but willed they come? 




ROSIE 

MILLARD 


ARTS DIARY 


I MUST confess to feeling somewhat 
smug as I sat in a long line of traffic one 
evening last week. The queue of cars was 
waiting along a private drive of about a 
mile long. At the top of the drive was 
Windsor Castle. With the Royal Ensign 
flying from its faux-battlements. I looked 
at the Ensign and considered that, in a 
very very small way, the flag was flying 
because of me, since the Queen was At 
Home for a drinks party to which 1 was 
invited. 

The Queen's first ever party for the 
creative mob was heralded a few months 
ago, in fairly traditional style. A gilt-edged 
invitation, post-marked Buckingham 
Palace had announced in flowing script 
that one had been invited by her Majesty's 
Command to an “evening for the arts". 
Altogether, it had a sort of nonchalance 
about it As if this was the sort of event 
which happened aD the time between the 
Queen and her creative subjects. 

Of course, nothing could be further 
from the truth. The Queen is not, and 
has never been, noted for her interest 
in the aits, no matter how many insti- 
tutions she is Patron o£ It appears she 
doesn't even like to sit through a full- 
length drama either. When she de- 
clared the Globe Theatre open last year 
an evening of “Shakespeare's Greatest 
Hits” was performed, rather than a whole 
play. Windsor Castle had never declared 
iiself At Home to the arts establishment 
before. Equally, arts people have never 
been arch Royalists. 

Perhaps, before the tumultuous 
events of 1997, the monarchy never need- 
ed to concern itself with the arts. But as 
much as last year was about Diana, so 
it was also about the pre-eminence and 
importance of modem British culture, 
both around the world and at home. The 


Queen had dearly been advised it is time 
to get to know Cool Britannia, perhaps 
she and Tony bad even discussed the 
guest list. 

Arriving at the car park I sensed a dis- 
tinct air of hysterical excitement amongst 
the guests. We all boarded a small Roy- 
al Coach, possibly one normally used by 
the Royals, which was to take us from 
car park to Castle. A saucy Danielle 
Steele novel was discovered lying on the 
back seat More hysteria when the name 
“Andrew” was found inscribed on the fly- 
leaf. 

We walked in under ceilings en- 
crusted with shameless amounts of gold 
and were handed glasses of gin and ton- 
ic by red-jacketed flunkies. 1 sort of al- 
most bumped into Michael Caine. This 
was going to be a good night 

Yet the re were plenty in the arts world 
who did not respond positively to the 
splendid invitation. Everyone knew who 
the refuseniks were, for as well as the 
drinks, we were also each handed a ring- 
bound booklet containing the Guest Un- 
interestingly-- and bravely -at the back 
of the book was a list of Refusees. 
Whether those under the category of 
“Also Invited” had declined because of 
their republican beliefs or a diary dash 
was undear, but the two lists made a fas- 
cinating comparison. 

Eight hundred or so were invited. 
Those who turned up included: Beryl 
Bainbridge, Lord Gowrie, Kenneth 
Branagh, Helena Bonham-Carter, Coro- 
nation Street's Ken Barlow, Richard 
Stilgoe, the war artists Rrter Howson and 
John Keane, and the conceptual artist 
Mark Wallinger (presumably a Royal 
fawurite because he once bought a work- 
ing racehorse and exhibited it as a Real 
Work Of Art). 


Not a bad crowd at alL but all the 
same, not terribly surprising. Helena 
Bonham-Carter, for one, greeted 
Princess Margaret with kisses on both 
cheeks as if she had seen her only last 
week for lunch. 

However, there were over three hun- 
dred in the arts world who had turned 
down the invitation to hobnob with the 
Windsors. Among these were: Alan 
Bennett, the sculptor Rachel Whiteread, 
the painter Gary Hume, Richard E. 
Grant, radical architect Daniel Libeskind, 
Sir Richard Eyre, Sir Ian McKellen, El- 
ton John (as if), and Gary Oldham 
(ditto). 

Wis It a question of one Cool Bri- 
tannia hash too many? A symptom of the 
recent froideur between the arts crowd 
and Tony Blair? Or just a coincidence 
that many of the people who didn't come 
were Artists With Attitude. 

Obviously, this was not the case with 
every refusal. Fm sure CKff Richard and 
Welsh craft specialist Geraint Jenkins, 
to name just two, do not believe that 
artists should be distant from the monar- 
chy. I learnt that Neil Macgregor, the 
charming director of the National 
Gallery, was away in Scotland. Lenny 
Henry was hardly staying away on prin- 
ciple, given that his wife Dawn French 
was there in foil flow, hugging everyone 
in sight The Queen’s own Poet Laure- 
ate, Ted Hughes, wasn't in evidence, but 
then he never gives TV interviews either. 

However. I fed sore some people de- 
clined because they felt they should. For 
likes of film-maker Mike Leigh, direc- 
tor Deborah Warner and Lurien Freud, 
attending drinkies with the Queen would 
probably seem like hypocrisy. These are 
people whose work has remained true 
to tire classical ideal of art Although 


lauded by the establishment their art is 
a baying presence outside it They pro- 
duce difficult stuff; they arc not enter- 
tainers, but Lborns in society’s smug 
mediocrity. 

To see them parading m smart 
clothes at Windsor Castle would have 
been awful. It would be cynicaL It 
would be capitulation. How much bet- 
ter to bump into Michael Caine al Wind- 
sor Castle, than to actually bump into 
Mike Leigh. 

So [f serious artists stayed away, 
why were we there? Firstly, flattery. It 
was jolly nice to be invited. Secondly, cu- 
riosity. Tb see the Wndsors’ circular lawn, 
nail-scissored to perfection, and the 
flunkies close up, was surreally exciting. 
Tb get within sniffing distance of in- 
conceivable wealth. TbfeeL for once, part 
of the club. 

And thirdly, because the evening pro- 
vided a truly communal experience for 
artists, arts administratorsand arts jour- 
nalists from across the country. Rather 
than squabbling over Arts Council 
grants, here we were talking to each oth- 
er over sausages on sticks and mini-piz- 
zas (such ironically hip canapes), and 
from time to time, gawping at the 
Queen. She might not be an arts buff, 
but she seemed to be having an amus- 
ing evening. 

My most cherished moment came 
when 1 witnessed Joan Collins introduce 
Shirley “Goldfinger" Bassey to Trevor 
Nunn, the new director of the Nation- 
al Theatre. The Queen of Sequins 
meets the King of Distressed Concrete. 
The worry of a resultant co-production 
has been on my mind ever since. 

Rosie Millard is arts correspondent of the 
BBC 


What a difference reading the whole book makes 



BOYD 

TONKIN 

first review 

OF ‘MARY BELL’ 



CRIES 

UNHEARD 

the STORV Of ***** BUL 


SHORTLY after Hitler invaded 

France in 1 WO, a charity caring 

for abandoned children moved 
its base to the fairy-tale chateau 
of Vfflandry in the Loire. Two 
German officers, posted to the 
area, tried to show some good- 
will by supplying food and med- 
icines to the children. They 
were met not with a gratitude 
but with weeks of vehement 
abuse from a young volunteer 
nurse at the chateau - a Vien- 
na-born teenager from a land- 
ed Hungarian family. 

Gitta Sereny now thinks that 
die officers meant welL She re- 
calls her fury “with shame and 
sorrow. The girl’s rage reveals 
much about the woman, though- 
That intrepid youngster grew 
into the steely inquisitor who 
now shows no sign o f regret at 
the feeding-frenzy triggered by 
hex second book on Mary BdL 
Ha ving taken on the Mhrmacht, 
she wO hardly buckle before The 
Sun. Yet she also arrived at sec- 
ond thoughts about the sol- 


” _ 

the uniform that defined them 

as wrongdoers. 

In remorseless detail. Cries 


that Maty BeD has worn: the 11- 

year-old -psychopath” wrong- 
ly labelled at her trial in 1968; the 

“frightening freak” emblazoned 

in headlines, then and now, the 


in 1996 that underpin uibuuw- 

At its dose, with the actual vk?- 

tfrns' femilies explicitly in nnnd, 
Sereny concfodesthat ‘foo evil 

was felt, no evil intended, only 

a child’s ultimate despair led to 

. . 


Under all the overiapping dis- 
guises, Sereny readies the “hor- 
ribly confused child to whom 
something dreadful bad at some 
time been done”. That trauma 
entailed being offered by her 
prostitute mother as an extra ser- 
vice to her clients, from the age 
of four. Yet, crucially, the con- 
fessooai torment that produced 
Cries Unheard also peels away 
the mask of Mary’s deniaL She 
not only at last admits the kOling 
of Martin Brown and Brian 
Howe but, under Seren/s foren- 
sic gaze, resurrects her trance- 
like state: “it’s an abyss ... it’s 
beyond rage, beyond pain, it’s 
black cotton wool”. 

The book as a whole rocks 
between past and present, 
known facts and new discover- 
ies, what Mary did and what was 
dorm to her. Tim two strands in- 
tertwine, as chain-linked cause 
and consequence. She even re- 
veals that she wished to castrate 
Me Brian Howe: “taking away 
the of fending organ”, she puts 
iL 

One has to read the entire - 
wc^togra^thisfindy^salanced 
moral symmetry. Fbrthat reason, 
Sereny's willingness to see it 
crudely extracted in The Times 
has proved to be a terrible error. 
This careful equilibrium was 
lost the book seemed more 


she enjoyed her spell at Red 

Bank secure unit, thanks to the 
paternal affection shown by its 
head. But, as Sereny makes 
dear, James Dixon's low was not 
enough. Hb refusal to chal- 
lenge her deepened Mary’s de- 
nial She took the “innocent” 
persona constructed there into 
adult jails. There she also 
learned how to perfect a pro- 
tective shefl. As a temporary 
“butch” al Styal prison, she con- 
trolled her many female lovers. 
Along with that role went an un- 
likely carapace of masculinity. 
When a staff member took her 
to buy lingerie at Marks & 
Spencer, she snorted “I don’t 
wear knickers; I wear Y-fronts.” 
That “offending organ” was still 


chaplain, Georges Casalis. The 
probation officers pay glowing 
tributes to Mary as a caring 
mother; and Sereny underlines 
the rift between the “chaotic” 
peDooaliQrstillwiEstliqgvrithber 
past and the devoted provider for 
her daughter. 

Then comes the excruciating 
double endgame. Mary’s tearful 
reconstruction of the toddlers’ 
deaths alternates with searing 
tales of the pitiless mother who 
screamed “Tike the thing away 
from me” at her daughter's 
birth in 1957. Most unbearable 
is the litany of Mary’s childhood 
cries for help, which give the 
book its title and purpose. One 
day, Betty almost drowned 
Maiy. That evening, she beat her 


I 


One has to read the entire work to grasp 
the finely-balanced moral symmetry 


an apologia, than is the case. 

The opening third revisits the 
Newcastle trial in theTfeht of lat- 
er interviews. Between this part 
and thehanowing denouement 
lies a long, oddly good-hu- 
moured account of Mary’s ex- 
periences in prison until 1980.. 


toral interlude. 

Despftefurther sexual abuse, 


disrupting her sense of self. 

What brought stability was 
motherhood. Maty’s post-re- 
lease years meant financial in- 
security, as a waitress in seaade 
towns, but growing emotional 
rootedness. Here Sereny’s ac- 
count draws on the two proba- 
tion officers who felled to tefl the 
Home Office of this book’s 
preparation. Along with Mary’s 
own child, these two remarkable 
women helped awaken self- 
awareness in their client Sere- 
nybufldson tfurirfoundatkayust 
as - in her monumental inter- 
rogation of Albert Speer - she 
rested on the moral break- 
through first made with the su- 
percilious Nazi by the Spandau 


son with a dog-chain. Tbe police 
came but, once again, did noth- 
ing and departed. Soon after, 
Maiy readied her “breaking- 
point”, and strangled Martin 
Brown. 

Through Sereny’s lens, the 
Mary Bell story is a tragedy of 
ncai^nterventkHi: of agencies, re- 
lations and neighbours too stu- 
pid, timid or busy to spot or stop 
tbe systematic assault on a little 
girl’s identity Tor me. it brought 
to mind the time when I tried. 


as 


ano ther chDd-care calamity in the 
north-east. The Cleveland affair 
was, in most but not all cases, a 
tragedy of premature interven- 
tion with faulty diagnostic tools. 


The public realm did too lit- 
tle for children at risk in tbe 
1960s. Sometimes, in these ultra- 
suspicious later years, it has 
done too much, too ham -fist ediy. 
Avoiding both extremes should 
be the job that keeps ministers 
awake. Instead, they waste their 
time penning populist tabloid 
claptrap about unread books. 

Yet Sereny also has a case to 
answer. She was born in the Vi- 
enna where Sigmund Freud still 
consulted in his rooms at 19 
Berggasse; and in her principles 
and prescriptions - improved 
children's services, state-funded 
therapy, and the rest -she forms 
part of that heroic generation of 
enrigrt; women who sought to 
implant Freudian wisdom into 
the British public sector. She be- 
longs, unrepentant^, to the mi- 
lieu of Anna Fteud, Melanie 
Klein, the Tkvistock Clinic and 
its cash-strapped NHS offshoots, 
with their frith in “the intrinric 
goodness of tbe child”. 

Sereny acts like a doctor in 
a world of deadline-chasing 
hacte'nKveiyfbixacf Cries Un- 
heard - its slow teasing out of se- 
cret pain - mimics the 
therapeutic process. Yet, as a 
journalist, her methods benefit 
from none of the formal rules 
that protect other professionals 
and their clients. This conun- 
drum should have modified her 
choices, or at least her timing. 
The insight and courage of the 
teenager who dared to scold the 
Nazi invaders have never been 
indoubt AH the same, as Cries 
Unheard sowrenchingly affirms, 
we can do as much bans by poor 
judgement as by “evfl” intentions. 

Cries Unheard' is published to- 
day by MaardHan at £20. 


Morgan 
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Euro passes 


the first 


market test 


By Lea Paterson 


CITY traders who turned up for work yes- 
terday found themselves twiddling their 
thumbs as European financial markets gave 
a muted reaction to the weekend’s “ECB pres- 
idency fudge". 

European stock markets surged following 
Friday's rally in the US, but currency mar- 
kets - the key barometer for market opinion 
on the euro - remained steady. 

Following the decision to split the pres- 
idency of the European Central Bank 
(ECB) between Wim Duisenberg of the 
Netherlands and a French nominee, the 
pound was up a pfennig or so in early trad- 
ing, but fell back to DM2.967, virtually un- 
changed from Friday. 

Avinash Persaud, global head of curren- 
cy research at JP Morgan, said: “The week- 
end's activity has delayed the rise in the mark 
against sterling, but the mark has not been 
derailed." 

Many of the City workers who sacrificed 
a day's holiday to come into the office 
packed up early as the turmoil in the mar- 
kets predicted by some failed to materialise. 

One analyst, speaking on his mobile 
phone at lunchtime, having left the office for 
the day, said: “There's not much happening. 
People were sat around with not much to do." 

Of the London markets, only Liffe, the 
London financial futures exchange, was open 
for trading yesterday. However, analysts 
predicted there would be little change in the 
sterling-mark rate when UK trading recom- 
mences today. 

Mr Persaud said: “New York is open, and 
the Anglo Saxon perspective will have filtered 
into the market by the end of the day." 

Analysts said two forces were pulling the 
sterling-mark exchange rate in opposite di- 
rections, meaning the pound was likely to re- 
main unchanged over the next few. days. 
Uncertainty over the euro, heightened by the 
weekend’s prevarications on the presidency 
of the European Central Bank, tends to bol- 
ster sterling, seen in certain quarters hs a “safe 


haven". However, many analysts now expect 
the core euro countries, led by the Bundes- 
bank, to push through a rate rise sooner rather 
than later in an attempt to restore the barm 
done to their anti-inflationary image by the 
weekend ECB compromise. 

One trader at a German bank said: ‘The 
ECB deal has raised speculation that Ger- 
many might raise rates sooner or more ag- 
gressively, and that’s boosting the mark.” In 
early trading in the US, the mark was trad- 
ing strongly, at DML78 to the dollar. 

Not all analysts subscribed to the theory 
that the weekend's compromise equalled 
monetary tightening in Germany. Graham 
Bishop, EMU adviser at Salomon SmfrH Bar- 
ney, said: -The Bundesbank will monitor do- 
mestic German developments, and we don't 
expect a tougher policy because of this." 

Yesterday's surge in the European stock 
markets was largely attributed to positive sen- 
timent following last week's rally in the US 
Dow Jones Index, rather than reaction to 
events in Brussels. “The row over the presi- 
dency is seen as a currency market story, not 
a stock market story,” one analyst said 

The French' market dosed up 25 per cent, 
the German market up 2 per cent, and the 
FTSE Ebloc 100 - Europe's first composite 
equity index for the EMU countries - finished 
its first day trading up 18 points at 101831. 

Reaction in the bond markets was mixed, 
with sentiment initially damaged by worries 
over European interest rate rises, but re- 
covering later in tbe day as fears of a US rate 
rise faded. Analysts predicted tbe UK mar- 
kets, which re-open today after the bank hol- 
iday, would follow the pattern set yesterday 
by the rest of Europe, with sterling's strength 
likely to persist in the short to medium term. 

The continued strength of sterling will be 
unwelcome news for UK exporters, whose dif- 
ficulties were further illustrated by new fig- 
ures from the Confederation of British 
Industry (CBI). The CBI/FhnneD Kerr Forster 
survey reveals sharp falls in manufac turing 
orders received by small and medium busi- 
nesses, and says that investment intentions 
are now their weakest for five years. 
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By Michael Harrison 


Action, but not as they know it= Liffe yesterday, where the expected excitement foiled to materialise. Many traders left early 


Key dates 
in the euro 
timetable 


Battle to repair damage of the 
summit’s fudge on bank chief 


■3 May 1998: first-wave partiepants 
named; exchange rates set 


■ 31 December 199& changeover 
weekend: institutions change systems 
ready to start trading in the euro 


■ 1 January 1 1999: exchange rates 
irrevocably locked; euro becomes legal 
currency of participating countries 


■ 4 January 1999: electronic trading 
in the euro begins: no physical notes 
and coins at this stage 


■ 1 January 2002: euro notes and 
coins introduced; all retail payments 
to be denominated in the euro 


■ 1 July 2002: local currencies 
withdrawn 


THE SUMMIT was a milestone in the euro 
timetable, although the fudge on the presi- 
dency of the European Central Bank de- 
tracted from what should have been a 
triumphant occasion for participating states. 

AD 11 hopefuls were given the green light 
to be in the “first wave" of economic and 
monetary union (EMU), and European lead- 
ers also approved the“bOateral conversion 
rates”, or euro exchange rates. 

Those rates will not be irrevocably frozen 
for seven months. However, the central 
h anks of the II participants will be expect- 
ed to use “appropriate market techniques" 
to ensure that market exchange rates equal 
the approved conversion rates. 

The next seven months will be critical for 
the ECB’s credibility. The first meeting of the 
council is scheduled for 2 June, which is ear- 
lier than expected. 

Analysts predict that ECB officials will be 
making a ll sorts of anti-inflationary noises over 


the- coming" months, is as attempt to repair 
damage done to the bank’s credibility over 
the weekend. 

Exchange rates for participating countries 
will be irrevocably locked os 1 January 1999. 
From then until 31 December 2001 - the 
“transition period”- euros wifi be traded elec- 
tronically and new issues in government 
debt will be euro-denominated. It will not be 
compulsory to trade in the euro, but whole- 
sale financial activity -transactions between 
financial institutions - is expected to move 
quickly to the euro standard. 

Euro notes and coins will be introduced 
for first-wave participants on 1 January 2002. 
Retail activity - transactions between finan- 
cial institutions and the public - will also be 
denominated in the euro from this date. The 
euro notes and coins will co-exist alongside 
local currencies until 30 June 2002. On 1 July 
2002, local currencies will cease to be legal 
tender. 


Cinven raises 
£1 .5bn for 
second fund 


vision, spokesman Bob Berzok 
said in a statement Informed of 
Mr Fowler’s statement, Mr 
Berzok declined-to elaborate. 


Pensions suffer Budget deficit 


CINVEN, the buyout firm, has 
raised £15bn from SO institu- 
tional investors for its second 
UK and European buyou l fund 
since 1995. Cinven said this 
fond, like the first aimed to in- 
vest in profitable businesses 
that led their markets and which 
could grow with Investment 
and “focused” management 
Deals would be a minimum of 
£5ftm and possibly over £lbn. 
said tbe company. The first 
Cinven fund closed in Novem- 
ber 1996 and raised more than 
£lbn. Among its investments 
was the largest European man- 
agement buyout of the decade: 
the £l.lbn purchase of the 
British and French healthcare 
assets of Compagnie Generate 
des Eaux. in July 1997. 


Pub trio set 
to try again 


By Andrew Verity 


BP says No 
on Carbide 


FORMER Magic Pub trio 
Philip Snook, Colin Stevens 
and Tim Feam have rejoined to 
create The Ambishus Pub Com- 
pany, which owns an estate of 
31 pubs. The company was 
formed last August to buy 15 
pubs from Grosvenor Inns and ' 
16 pubs and five development I 
sites from Regent Inns. It is set 
to float on AIM. The trio are 
only minus the other master- 
mind behind Magic Pub, 
Michael Cannon. Magic Pub 
sold up to Greene King for 
£200m around 18 months ago. 
Ambisbus's plans an ambitious 
acquisition strategy aimed at 
“mainly traditional community 
style and town centre pubs 
based around London and the 
South-east". 


MORE titan a quarter of pen- 
son schemes have been left with 
less than the legal minim um of 
assets they need because of 
Gordon Brown’s July Budget 
actuaries have warned. 

Leading actuaries Bacon & 
Woodrow said tbe July Budget 
had caused changes to dividend 
payouts which put 26 per cent 
of company pension schemes in 
danger of busting a key legal 
safeguard. 

The safeguard, known as 
the minim um funding require- 


ment (MFR), is “falling apart 
at the seams,” according to 
Bacon & Woodrow. The re- 
quirement ts designed to protect 
members from a repeat of the 
Maxwell affair. It sets a mini- 
mum level of funding needed to 
meet liabilities to members. 

It depends crucially on the 
dividends which schemes can 
expect to receive. If the divi- 
dends slow down or falL liabil- 
ities rise, forcing companies to 
pour in millions of pounds to 
top up their pension schemes. 

If the worst warnings are cor- 
rect, a quarter of ail pension 
schemes will be underfunded, 


obliging finance directors to 
pour extra money in. 

Penny Webster, a pensions 
expert at Bacon & Woodrow, 
said: “Companies weren’t 
expecting anything quite this 
nasty to happen. If we are in a 
position where a quarter of 
schemes are below {the MFR] 
that is pretty serious. 

“What is really bad about 
this is that a company can be 
quite prudent and want to pro- 
tect members' interests. But 
they still potentially have to put 
in lots of money because the 
standard has been fudged.” 

Tbe Institute of Actuaries 


said changes in companies’ div- 
idend policies - caused by the 
July Budget - have driven down 
the returns pension schemes can 
expect That has driven up pen- 
sion liabilities by more than 50 
per cent quadrupling the num- 
ber who may fall outside the law. 

Harvie Brown, the leading 
expert on pensions at the In- 
stitute & Faculty of Actuaries, 
said: “Companies used to use 
dividends to reward their share- 
holders. But now dividends are 
taxed they are finding other 
ways to reward their share- 
holders - such as buy-backs. 
Dividend yields have gone 


down and the contributions 
will have to increase.” 

Industry sources said the 
problem has been aggravated by 
squabbles between Govern- 
ment departments. Since the ax- 
ing of dividend tax credits, tbe 
Treasury has insisted that pen- 
sion funds will be unaffected. 

Ministers at tbe Department 
of Social Security arc being 
pressured to change the way the 
legal minimum is worked out to 
reflect lower dividends. But this 
would force the Government 
into an admission that the Bud- | 
get had an impact on pension j 
fund returns. ! 


Increasing numbers opt to retire early 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


BRITISH PETROLEUM 
looked at, then abandoned, a 
proposal to merge Union Car- 
bide with BP's chemicals divi- 
sion. BP spokesman Ian Fowler 
said yesterday. “We had a pro- 
posal brought to us. We looked 
at it, and it’s been abandoned,” 
he said. Carbide had “nothing 
to say” about press reports that 
BP had considered and aban- 
doned a proposal to merge 
Carbide with its chemicals di- 


Asian fallout 
hits Australia 


AUSTRALIA reported its 
largest monthly trade deficit, 
which one economist described 
as a “wake-up call” about tbe 
likely effects of Asia's crisis. The 
balance on goods and services 
ballooned to a deficit of 
A$1327bn in March from a 
A$462m deficit in February - 
the highest since the series be- ! 
gan in July 1971. I 


MORE and more people are 
taking early retirement, despite 
the combined effects of the 
tight jobs market and ageing 
population, according to a new 
report. About four out of five 
employees retiring from big 
companies did so before reach- 
ing the official retirement age. 

Early retirement has been 
widely used as a relatively pain- 
less way of shedding labour for 
more than a decade. But 
increased awareness of a 


mounting pensions burden as 
the average age of the popula- 
tion rises means the new report*, 
from Incomes Data Services 
(IDS), will cause some concern. 

Only last week the Organi- 
sation for Economic Co-opera- 
tion and Devekipment (OECD) 
published a report calling on 
governments to encourage “ac- 
tive ageing” - including dis- 
couraging early retirement. Its 
experts are concerned the tax 
system in many countries makes 
stopping work below normal re- 
tirement age too attractive. 

The IDS report, in its latest 
“Pensions' Bulletin", based on 


a survey covering 1996/97, found 
that more than 70 per cent of 
employees were under 60 when 
they started to draw their pen- 
sion, and more than 80 per 
cent were under the “normal re- 
tirement age” for their scheme. 
Most were in their 50s. 

In the previous year's survey, 
two-thirds of employees retired 
before they reached 60. 

Men are far more likely to 
retire early than women, the 
survey found. In many cases fe- 
male employees were twice as 
likely to stay on until they 
reached 60. In some companies 
a majority of staff retire before 


they reach the age of 54. These 
include Alliance and Leicester, 
Imperial Tobacco and Royal 
Bank of Scotland, even though 
all have pension schemes with 
a normal retirement age of 60. 

The fact that 3,000 more 
teachers retired early con- 
tributed to an increase in the to- 
tal compared with the previous 
year's survey. This figure could 
fall back in the current year be- 
cause favourable Lerms for stop- 
ping work on ill- health grounds 
came to an end last September. 

Other public sector schemes 
are now considering limiting the 
availability of ill-health retire- 


ment on cost-cutting grounds. 

IDS points out that many 
firms have favoured early re- 
tirement rather than redundancy 
because they have been able to 
use pension fund surpluses to 
finance the programmes. This 
has hidden the real financial cost 

“However, there has been ' 
another cost - the loss of expe- i 
rience," the report concludes. I 
Many of the companies that have 
gone through early retirement 
programmes now have few , 
employees over the age of 50. | 


the Board of Trade, Margaret] 
Beckett and her Energy Minis-! 


IDS Pensions Service. Bulletin no 
1 15 ; Mow 1998. 0171-250 3434. 


ter John Battle, are thought 
favour a moratorium on gas ofi 
three to five years.' • • '.I 
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THE Government has been 
wan^thatfarposqga five-year 
freeze -bn any farther gas-fired 
power stations could Cost con- 
sumers £5bn in higher electricity 
bills, bait £3bti worth ' of con- 
struction projects and threaten 
300,000 jobsinthe gas industry^; 

The warning comes as 
minis ters finalise plans to extend 
the moratoriatb on gas-fired 
stations to help bale out the coil 
industry and provide it with a 
secure share of the electricity 
generating market 

The Cabinet sub-committee 
conducting the energy review 
met last week and is thought to 
have endorsed plans to extend 
the moratorium introduced juit 
before Chris tmas . “No defini- 
tive decisions have been taken 
yet but the naoratornim is one 
of the big options right up 
there," said one Whitehall 
sider. “Everyone agrees some- 
thing should be donefbr coal” 

Enron, the US power corn- 
pat^ that has buflt two gas-fired 
stations in the UK and has 
plans to build a further two, has 
been lobbying ministers hard 
not to extend the moratorium. 

' The CommonsTrade and In- 
dustry Select Commiueeand tbe 
electricity regulator, Professor 
Stephen Littlechild, have urged 
the Government to lift the mora- 
torium. But ministers disagree, 
seeragitasawt^ of ensuring di- 
versity of supply and preventing 
the electricity market from be- 
coming over-reliant, oh gas.. -V 
' . EnroriclaJmsjMwpver. that 
the generating market will only 
become more competitive and 
prices will only fall if more 
new entrants are allowed in. . 

It says lack, of competition wfj/ 
the big three fossil-fuel genera- 
tors, National ftwer.PowerGen 
and Eastern, is costing con- 
sumers £lbn a year by allowing 
prices to remain too high. 

Ralph Hodge, the chairman 
of Enron Europe, also says 
that imposing a moratorium op 
gas-fired stations would not 
help the coal industry for two 
years given the number of pro* 
jects which are already being 
built or have approval. I 

He argues that a better way 
to provide a bigger market fo$ 
coal would be to oblige the genj 
erators to make mothballed 
coal-fired plants available fq 
other operators. Enough ooal-j 
fired plant is mothballed to 
provide a market fin: up to 3mit{ 
lion tonnes of coal a year - thd 
output of at least one large pit: 

Enron also says that 300,000 Ct- 
people are employed directly 
and indirectly in the ga^ 
industry upstream and down- 
stream and some of - these jobs 
will be lost if the gas is discrim-; 
mated against in favour of coal.' 

Attempts to find a long-i 
term solution for coal that will 
guarantee it a market for about; 

25 tonnes a year - enough toi 
supply a fifth of Britain’s elec- 
tricity - are being led by the Pays 
master General, Geoffrey* 
Robinson. Bat tbe President of! 
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AN EARLY ENTRY 


Don’t bank on Britain being in EMU by 2002 


THE UNSEEMLY summit row over the 
appointment of the new president of the 
European Central Bank was most 
unfortunate, but it will soon be forgotten. 
The fact is that the euro has now been 
launched, and the question of the date of 
Britain’s eventual membership is becom- 
ing increasingly real. 

Barely a week goes by without a rumour 
swirling in the financial markets that die 
UK government is about to spring a huge 
surprise and announce an early date for 
membership. This jumpiness is, of course, 
partly the result of last autumn's spate of 
conflicting and misleading newspaper 
headlines which led to unnecessary vola- 
lilily in financial markets. There is con- 
stant fear of another ‘‘random** surprise. 

In fact, this appears improbable. In re- 
cent weeks, the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, has become increasingly insistent 
about two things. The first is that the UK 
is now committed in principle la eventual 
membership of the single currency. The 
second, however, that this is not a realistic 
option for the present Parliament. 

According to the forthcoming book on 
Gordon Brown’s first year at the Treasury 
by Hugh Pym and Nick Kochan, this is 
precisely the formulation which the 
pro-EMU Chancellor giggnsiffH to the less 
pn>EMU Prime Minister last autumn. The 
idea of ruling out Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU) membership in the current 
Parliament was seen as a pro-European 
manoeuvre, since it would enable the 
Government to organise a fully-prepared 
push for membership immediately after the 
next election. According to Philip Stephens 
of the Financial Tunes, the Chancellor now 
favours an early election in 2001, followed 
by a quick referendum a few months later. 

Since it is the pro-EMU camp within 


the Government that is arguing 
membership in the current Parliament, 
financial market paranoia about sudden 
surprises is not mil-founded. 

Whatever view is taken about the de- 
sirability of EMU in the long term, two 
factors rule it out ns a realistic option for 
at least four years. 

First, sterling is now severely over- 
valued against the euro, as last week’s 
appalling export data m the CBI Survey 
demonstrate all too clearly. (Incidentally, 
these results constitute the kind of gen- 
. iiinely new information which was needed 
to change the balance between monetary 
hawks and doves at the Bank of England. 
Even a staunch supporter of the hawk’s 
case such as myself would now admit that 
a pause for reflection is required.) 

Second, and equally obviously, the stark 
divergence between the economic cycle 
in Britain and the rest of the European 
Union currently makes a one-size-fils-all 
European monetary policy entirely 
unsuitable for the UK's needs. 

Not everyone accepts this. Rw example, 
in the middle of 1997, there were some 
elements in the Labour Party pressing the 
Prime Minister to use his political honey- 
moon to win an immediate EMU refer- 
endum. However, with the valuation of 
sterling and the state of the economic cyde 
in effect making first-round EMU mem- 
bership impossible, it would have been ab- 
surd to have taken the political risk of a 
referendum several years in advance of 
posable membership. 

Once that crucial deasaoa had been tak- 
en, it became dear that the'first possible 
date for a referendum would be 2000, by 
which time the early effects of the launch 
of the euro could be observed. But such 
a referendum could come in the midst of 


month interest rates 



85 86 87 


90 91 82 93 94 95 96 97 


mid-teraiuipopulariiyfortteGoveiTnnent 
and couki therefore prove hard to wim This 
led to the inexorable conclusion that 
membership would probably be imprac- 
tical during the current Parliament. 

It is much easier to see that this remains 
the case at present than it is to (dot a dear 
path to EMU membership after the end 
of the current Parliament- The Chancellor 
has laid out five separate economic tests 
for membership but, in fact, only two 
considerations seem likely to prove com- 
pelling. The first is British politics, and the 
second is the cydical convergence between 
the UK and European economies. 

On the political front, there would 
seem every reason for Tony Blair to like 
his current position on EMU, and rela- 
tively little pressure on him to change it. 
The Government’s commitment in prin- 
ciple to join the euro seems to be enough, 
for the time being, to keep Labour’s 
pro-European camp happy. Meanwhile, 
William Hague’s opposition to member- 
ship for the next two Parliaments is lead- 
ing to an increasingly open split between 
the Conservative leadership and British 


bnsmess, with consequent severe funding 
problems for the Tbries. 

AH tins is, of course, muffle to Mr Blah’s 
t-flic and there seems little reason for him 
to lance the Conservatives' boil by bolding 
a premature referendum campaign. Why 
not jngtead watch Mr Hague wriggle as 
the pro- European camp inside the Tory 
Party seeks to change his 10-year com- 
mitment to stay outside EMU? 

This argument wiB apply at least up until 
the nest election, but what about the elec- 
tion itself? Might it be sensible to wrap the 
EMU question into the general election 
campaig n , ehherby makiqg it an overriding 
election issue or by holding a referendum 
on the same day? Almost certainly not — 

it would be for too risky to hang the life of 
the Government on such an uncertain is- 
sue. Therefore, it seems hbeiy that the ques- 
tion wQl not be put to the British people 
until after Mr Blair wins a second tom. 

But even at that point, a referendum 
win only be held if it appears overwhelm- 
ingly probable that the Government would 
win. With British badness conducting a 
le ngthy campaign m favour, this might be 


the case, bat there are other factors weigh- 
ing a^inst. The European economic cyde 

might be turning down at around that time, 
causing the first bout of real political tur- 
bulence within the euro area. In addition, 
a great deal of political flak may be gen- 
erated when the euro finally replaces 
national currencies in the shops, and in 
people’s bank accounts, in 2002. 

Memories of the political unpopularity 
of UK decimalisation of the coinage in the 
early 1970s suggest that 2002 may not be 
a propitious date to ask the British people 
for th ei r opinion on the euro. If so, then 
another lengthy delay would become 
probable, since a referendum in 2003 or 
thereabouts may once again coincide 
with mid-term political blues. It is quite 
possible that this would lead to a further 
postponement of the issue beyond even 
the following general election. 

The economic cyde also poses great 
problems. It is not sufficient for UK in- 
terest rates briefly to coincide with Eu- 
ropean rates, since thfe could be simply a 
“crossover point” followed by further 
declines in UK rates and increases in 

European rates. What is needed is a more 
pe rmane nt convergence, which seems 
likely to be maintaine d more or less in- 
definitely. There is no guarantee that such 
a high degree of synchronisation will tiike 
place at any time in the next five years, 
or even 10. Finally, at some point the Bank 
of England wHJ have to be told to 
“shadow” the euro (instead of inflation) 
fora two-year period to stabilise exchange 
rates ahead of joining. This does not seem 
likely to start ahead of the election. 

All in all, the Government may 
currently intend to join somewhere in the 
2001-2002 window, but this is very far 
indeed from a. fait accompli. 


Biggest isn’t best, warns the Sage of Omaha 


WARREN Buffett, America’s 
second-richest man and 
arguably the world’s most 
successful investor, is sceptical 
about the recent wave of mega 
mergers between banks and 
brokers, even though he owns 
shares in one of the groups 
affected. 

“I think when you get all 
through with this, youU find that 
some of them are real hits and 
some of them are misses," said 
Berkshire Hathaway’s chair- 
man and chief executive. 
“They're 'very big and those 
aren’t easy to do.” 

Mr Buffett, 67, is famously 
silent on his investment inten- 
sions, apart from the annual 
^neetings of his company in 
Omaha, Nebraska. His com- 
ments ahead of yesterday’s 
meeting came amid a wave of 
huge deals in recent mouths, 
including the $72bn (£43 bn) 
merger of Travelers Group and 
Citicorp, the $6Z5bn marriage 
of BankAmerica and Nations- 


Bank, and the $28 ^bn combi- 
nation of Banc One and First 
Chicago/NBD, among others. 

Mr Buffett second only to 
Microsoft’s Bill Gates in the US 
wealth stakes, spoke to re- 
porters before the annual meet- 
ing, which drew 10,500 people 
to his hometown in the Mid- 
West He gave the interview in 
Borsheim’s, an Omaha jew- 
ellery retailer wholly owned by 
Berkshire. Mr Buffett's 40 per 
cent stake in Berkshire Hath- 
away is valued at $33.1bc, based 
on Fridays closing price of 
$69,300 a share. 

Commenting on the banking 
mega mergers, he said some of 
the deals will be unsuccessful, 
even if they make strategic sense. 
“There’s always execution risk, 
even for a good idea,” he said. 
Berkshire Hathaway owns 23.7 
million, or about 2 per cent of 
the Haveleis shares outstanding- 

Mr Buffett wouldn’t give 
his views on specific mergers, 
though he said Travelers’ 


chair man, Sanford Wall, didn’t 

consult with him before agree- 
ing to the Citicorp merger. 

Mr Buffett ateo aired bis 
thoughts on the silver market. 
He said that the fundamentals 


*You need high . 
returns on equity 
to justify present 
prices ... I have 
been surprised’ . 


had not changed since his 
company revealed in February 
that it bad bought about a fifth 
of the world’s known supply of 
silver. 

He declined to say whether 
the company has sold any silver. 
Mr Buffett said he did loan a 
“s mall ” amount of the metal. 


but he didn’t say how much, 
when or to whom. 

Berkshire Hathaway did 
sell some of its holdings in 
McDonald’s, the global fast- 
food chain, last year as part of 
its efforts to lower the ratio of 
stocks it held and increase its 
bond investments. 

Mr Buffett didn’t say how 
many McDonald's shares 
Berkshire Hathaway sold, and 
said he said he still expects the 
shares to rise. “We think it’s an 
absolutely first-class company, 
[though] the fast-food business 
might be a little tougher than I 
first thought,” Mr Buffett said. 

“We cut back on about four 
or five things,” he said. His 
shareholder letter indicates 
Berkshire sold shares of TOlt 
Disney, Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage and Wells Fhrgo. 

Mr Buffett is famous for 
being a “value” investor who 
seeks to purchase stocks, bonds 
and whole businesses at a price 
foatEbdowthdrintrinscwaith. 


His investment in silver was 
based on the view that demand 
over the longer term would be 
greater than the available 
supply, he said. 

“We though t that the figures 
on production and demand 
were such that it would re- 
quire a higher price to establish 
equilibrium, ” he Said. 

Mr Buffett reiterated his 
view that the American stock 
market was not overvalued 
given the level of long-term 
interest rates and the “extra- 
ordinary" returns on equity 
produced by US companies. 

“If returns on equity stay as 
they have been the last few years, 
which have been extraordinary 
by past standards, and interest 
rates are here, you can certain- 
ly make a case that the market 
is not overvalued, although I 
think you would have a hard 
time saying it was undervalued. 

“Neither one of those is a 
given. On returns on equity, that 
is an assumption where the 


burden of proof would be in the 
other direction. I don't think it’s 
the way to bet. 

“You need these high returns 
on equity to justify present 
prices. Charlie [Munger, 
Berkshire's vice chairman] and 
I have been surprised by the fact 
that they have been achieved. 
Whether they can be sustained 
over a 10 or 15-year period, 
there’s real questions on that.” 

Berkshire Hathaway shares 
have risen by 51 per cent this 
year, compared with the New 
York Stock Exchange Compos- 
ite Index, which has risen 15 per 
cent Berkshire also owns busi- 
nesses outright, induding motor 
insurer Gefoo and Dexter Shoes. 

Berkshire’s surge comes at 
a time when Mr Buffett has 
complained consistently that 
he can't find cheap stocks or 
businesses to buy that meet his 
standards. Instead, he’s turned 
to “unconventional commit- 
ments” tike silver and zero- 
coupon Treasury bonds. 


When asked whether in- 
ternational stocks are more 
attractive because of the high 
valuations on US stocks, he 
replied: “We’ve always looked 
internationally. We haven’t 
found a lot, but anything that we 
think we can understand and 
where we think we can get a lot 
for our money, we’re willing to 


‘It’s rare that we 
find something 
away from 
our natural 
hunting ground* 


do. We’ve done that over the 
years; not every one of those 
moves has been apparent to 
people. 

“It’s rare that we find some- 


thing away from our natural 
hunting ground, but it isn’t 
because we don’t look beyond 
our natural hunting ground. 
We still try to look at things we 
think we can understand. 
Geography doesn’t define what 
we can understand. The nature 
of the business is much more 
likely to define it” 

Mr Buffett was also asked 
about his dectsian to invest in De 
Beers Centenary, the South 
African company that is the 
world’s largest diamond pro- 
ducer. Mr Buffett said: “I prob- 
ably got my first annual report 
from De Beers in 1952 or 1953. 
So I've got 40-some years of 
their reports and we haven't 
bought any. but we went 30 years 
between silver purchases too. 

“A lot of the time it’s 
obviously been a worry about the 
political situation. The hold that 
De Beers has on the diamond 
market is probably less secure 
now than it was 30 years ago." 

- Bloomberg 


BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


Opportunities 



AGENTS WANTED 

MORTGAGES, COMMERCIAL FINANCE, 
OFF SHORE BANKING AND CAR FINANCE 

# WE SPECIALISE IN REDUCING THE 
INTEREST OUR CUENTS PAY. 

0 WE ASSIST CLIENTS WHO HAVE 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN DECLI NED 
0 WE PROVIDE OUR AGENTS WITH LEADS TO 
ACQUIRE NEW CLIENTS 

SALES AGENCY: £950.00 + VAT 
MANAGEMENT SALES AGENCY: £2020.00 + VAT 

TAKE the next step and attend OUR 
NATIONAL business presentation 


CONTACT SHARON 

TEL: 0161 661 7771 

-tel marketing lid 


Services 


nn,V T WAIT FOR OFTEL - > 

landline to mobile calls 

1 Op per min. NOW 

Cu , your company’s phone bill by up to 65% 

L y SmartCall Phonecell 


Franchises 



-M HONOURABLE BUSINESS YOU . 

CAN BELIEVE BY" I 

1 Unique and flawless wrought iron furniture business. - 
E x clu sive .franchise areas available from £2,000 


Affordable products that are a Joy to own and you 

would be proud to sefl. 

Full training and national advertising provided to 
ensure success. 


- Huge mar ket ing potential with a range of limited 
editions. 

ENGLISH COUNTRY FORGES 
Can Colfax on 01752 783645 or 07771 625537 
or David on 07771 625538 
WE WANT YOU TO SUCCEED 


Opportunities 


TIMEBOMB 

Save companies a fortune. 

Earn Mg money now! 
Our proven product fare 'fcar 

2000 computer problems ’ 
sbnpty and qitekty. 

CaB ConOmm System 

Tel: 0122 623 0879 
Fate 0177 2459600 


NOTICE 
TO READERS 


Legal Notices ! 

The *■■*— >84191 



SERIOUS ABOUT RETIRfNQ In 3 
yarn*. Join tom nowTMo Dm 
worn. CM (D12K}72W« JZ 


Services 


STICKY PRINTS— 

brilliant self adhesive 

COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHS _ 

ON AN EASYTO PEEL - . 

BACKING SHEET. 

ftrxkjcedfcxnnegaites u^^ Jjfj 

photographs or sSoes. Y V, k-^yrM 
Btpress sficky prims are W1AO 

avafebteinarangeof yz? a IffaJc-r 
6 convenient sfeas 

tram £450/1 00. 00* 

For twitter information and ESP 

price* pfeeee oalf or writs to; gtaip ml 

PINSHARP PHOTO SBW1CES LTD. 

LEN&A INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, EAST RAHADtj, &XEY 
WEST YORKSHIRE E-mail safeB@pinflhafpx&uk 
Website: www_pfnshaip.oo.uk 

Tel: 01943 602128 FAX 01943 604343 


INDEPENDENT 


WIN a champagne weekend 
break at Down Hall Country 
House Hotel 



Tate pare in our unique 
competition and you could 
be pampering yourself 
with a luxurious weekend 
break at Down Hall 
Country House Hotel, an 
elegant Italian style 
mansion, near Bishop's 
Stortford, Hertfordshire. 

Set In over 100 acres of 

beautiful woodland, park 

and landscaped gardens, 
Down Hall Is a perfect 
example of quality 
craftmanship from the 
Victorian age. With a 
history just as rich and 
In tric a te as the carvings 
dating bade to 1540, this 
Italian style mansion has 
recently been refurbished 
to the highest standards. 

Your prize would indude 
two nights luxury 
accommodation for two in 
a superior double/twin 
room, full English 
breakfasts, • candlelit 
dinners in the restaurant, 
complimentary use of the 
leisure facilities including 
leisure pool, sauna, 
whirlpool spa, mira-gym, 
tennis courts and fitness 
trail plus champagne on 
arrival 


Prize to be taken by 
30/11/98. 

1o enter this competition 
simply dial the number 
be/ow answer the 
following question cm Une 
and leave your name, 
address and contact 
number: 

Q: Where did 

Champagne get its 
name from? 


0930 503 442 

If you are not tody enough to wm 
why not tate odmntoge of the 
following exdusbe offer for 
Independent readers? 25% off 
weekend breaks at Down Ml 
Country House HouL Jmt£52J0 
per person, per night incites 
luxury accommodation, fuBEntfsh 
breakfast, dinner and 

aompSmtsttary use of die leisure 

faAdes.lhbaffer Is based an two 
sharing a doubieft win ream fora 
rnrwnum two nfyhtstay. JtsraM 
untS 31st July 1998, subject » 
avtOabSty. To booked Down Htti 
Country Home Hotel an 01279 
73/441, mentioning The 
Independent reader offer. 


Savings Rates. 

From start of business on 5th May 
1998 the following rates of interest are 
applicable to the accounts set out below. 

GROSS %* NET%' 


Flexible Savings Account - Paid Annually 

£25,000+ 

4.60 

3.68 

£10,000-24,999 

4.25 

3.40 

£5,000-9,999 

3.75 

3.00 

£500-4,999 

3.40 

2.72 

£1-499 

0.50 

0.40 


Flexible . 


t Account - Paid "Monthl y 


£25,000+ 

£20,000-24,999 

£5,000-9,999 

£500-4,999 

£1-499 

Instant Gold Savings , 

£50,000+ 

£25,000-49,999 

£10,000-24,999 

£2,500-9,999 

£1-2,499 

Instant Gold Savings t 

£50,000+ 

£ 25 , 000 - 49,999 

£ 10 , 000 - 24,999 

£2,500-9,999 

£1-2,499 


00 © 




AH rales are variable. AH rates are annual rates. Interest paid annually 
unless otherwise stated 

*Gress rata does not take account of the deduction of income tax 
« the lower rate. 

'Net rare is the rate payable after deduction of income tax 
et the lower rate. 

TSB Bank pic, 71 Lombard Street, London EC3P 3BS. 

TSB Bank Scotland pic, Homy Duncan House, 

120 George Street. Edinburgh EH2 4LH. 
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Why market makers have lived to deal another day 


THE WEEK 
AHEAD 



DEREK PAIN 


ONLY a few years ago jobbers 
- or market-makers as they are 
known in these days of elec- 
tronic trading - were regarded 
as an endangered species. 

The arrival of order-driven 
trading (Sets) would, it was felt, 
leave them scavenging for the 
discarded trading crumbs. Yet 
one leading stockbroker is now 
bidding to become a significant 
market-maker; three smal fer 
firms are in various stages of 
launching their own market- 
making operations and a ven- 
ture capitalist is planning a 
summertime debut. Others are 
.thought to be planninga share 
wholesaling presence. 

The simple fact that order 
driven trading has not been an 
outstanding success is only partly 
responsible for the sudden pop- 
ularity of market-making. 

Sets has suffered from 
rogue trades which- have dis- 
torted prices to such an extent 
chat even dosing Footsie cal- 
culations have clearly been in- 
accurate. Tbe feeling that Sets 
can be manipulated has created 


considerable caution and, after 
more than six months exis- 
tence, the order book is 
thought to account for less 
than 40 per cent of the trades 
in the Footsie and supporting 
stocks it covers. 

Market-makers, operating 
off the order book, have been 
reaping rich rewards. They 
have been able to trade with- 
out the transparency they were 
subjected to under the old, 
screen-based trading system. 

But, of course, much of the 
stock market is not in the 
range of the order book and. 
unless there are widespread im- 
provements, it is unlikely to be. 

Panmure Gordon is tbe firm 
pushing for a much bigger 
market-making presence. It 
has recruited 14 market- 
makers from UBS and is cov- 
ering around 85 per cent of the 
main market. 

The new venture, it is felt, 
provides an extra service for 
clients and makes PG a much 
more rounded investment 
operation. 


Apax Partners, which has 
made a strong impact on the 
corporate scene, is the ambi- 
tious venture capitalist- Like the 
three stockbrokers, Durlacber, 
Raphael Zorn Hensley and 
Williams de Broe, it is not 
planning an assault on the big 
players. The neglected small 
company sector is the target. 

Although shares, on the 
market's under card have 
staged a significant improve- 
ment in the past few months 
they did, for a long while, limp 
a long way behind Footsie 
stocks, producing a two-tier 
market of high-performing 
blue chips and down-in-the- 
Hnmps also-rans. 

One of the reasons ad- 
vanced for this sad state of af- 
fairs was the difficulty often 
experienced in dealing in the 
shares of small companies. The 
lack of liquidity was said to 
frig hten off institutions- worried 
they could find themselves 
lumbered with stock they could 
not unload. 

The shortage of liquidity 


also produced wide dealing 
spreads, a deterrent not only for 
institutions but for many private 
investors' whose love of small 
companies Is a big, but unap- 
preciated, influence in allowing 
the market to function. 

It is likely that the arrival of 
more market-makers on the 
small company pitch will 

narrow tbe value gap which has 

developed. 


As Geoffrey Oiam heriain of 
Durlacber points out, a trade 
in 10,000 shares in an out-of- 
the-way company can have a 
dramatic influence on a share 
price, upsetting tbe company 
and often the investor: 

Apax regards market- 


Share Spotlight 

share price, ponce 
•600 : 



250 ScottishPower -5 

; ' ~T I 

200 83 94 95 96 97 98 


of its corporate finance ac- 
tivities; Durlacber intends to 
operate in media and tech- 
nology stocks, its specialist 
areas, although house shares 
may also feature. 

RZH is another looking at 

an area its knows best-general 

insurances such as the Lloyd’s 
insurance companies which 
have arrived in recent years. 

Williams is spreading its 
net to cover around 120 small 
companies. It enjoys a strong 
small companies presence 
through its corporate side and 
research. Malcolm Graham- 
Wood of Wiliams believes the 
move should help the compa- 
nies involved and the firm’s in- 
vestment clients. 

Wimerflood Securities, 


which at one time seemed the 
only market-maker prepared to 
deal in -umall companies -'it 
trades in 1,500 - is unruffled by 
the increased competition. Said 
Wmterflood’s Ian Throssell: 
“Competition is 'never a bad 
thing; if the newcomers Stim- 
ulate interest in small compa- 
nies, then great-" 

This week’s profits pro- 
gramme includes, a clutch of 
blue chips, ranging from beer 
to oil; from generators to 
superstores. . - 

Hie oil slide comes from 
British Petroleum and Shell, 
each offering . first-quarter 
results. The continuing crude 
price weakness will take its toll 
and it is unlikely the two giants 
trill offer the market much 
encoura geme nt. 

Whitbread provides the 
brewing contribution, although 
beer no w r e p r ese nts Only 10 per 
cent of profits as the group has 
increased its retailing muscle 
with its restaurant expansion; 

Merrill Lynch estimates 
year's profits wfll emerge at 


f3 58 . ?-ni, a £55.4ra;. advance. , 
j Sains bury is expected to 
offer year's pnSfits • around 
£72Qm, a sharp increase on last 
tune hut still below the level 
touched a few years ago. . 

ScottishPower kicks off tbe^ 
utilities reporting season and 
profits of around £640m 
against £558.4m are thought 
likely. Still, it sitsauexsea&am- 
bitions which are expected to 
create more interest than its 
sharp profits advance. 

. The group last month 
pulled out of talks to buy a US 
elecLQritygroap.Ifii had gone 
ahead it would have 1 enjoyed 
the distinction of being the first 
of the privatised utilities to buy 
an American power group, 
thus reversing tfhat seems to 
have become a monotonous 
. one-way journey. It is known to 
still nurse international ambi- 
tions and there are hopes it will 
spell out its plans. 

Others due to report this 
week include Ifcte & Lyle; 
BSkyB and HQlsdown Hold- 
ings. 
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Board man aims 
for fresh start 


Cycling 


By Robin N IchoH 

CHRIS BOARDMAN lines 
up for today’s Tour of Ro- 
mandie in Basle eager to taste 
victory after suffering illness 
and poor form for much of the 
pyear. 

Last year he was second in 

the sir-day Swiss race, but it 
was to be a disappointing sea- 
son for a rider who, in sis years, 
has been a world and Olympic 
champion, worn the yellow 
jersey of a Tour de France 
leader, and set world records. 

“I was scarred by poor re- 
sults and when I got ill early in 
the season T ignored it some- 
what and pushed on with the 
training," said Boardman. 
“That was a mistake.” 

Deciding that he bad over- 
trained, Boardman reviewed 
his preparation for races, re- 
sulting in a change of his meth- 
ods; “We cut out the hard 
two- to- three-hour rides. Those 
were the ones that did the 
damage,” he said. 

In February Boar dman was 


felled by a bout of influenza: 

It hit hard and for a Lot 
longer than I wanted. It left me 
down for weeks, and only now 
am * fcclmg good and consis- 
tent,” he said. “My condition 
» the best it has been all sea- 
son. I just need a chance to 
prove it in races. The Tour of 
Romandie has two lime trials, 
so it should be a good race for 
me." 

To win a tour of Ro- 
mandie's class is a remaining 
ambition for Boardman, who 
will be 30 in August: “A stage 
race of that quality ts within my 
capabilities. It is a big chal- 
lenge, but if everything is 
right...” 

Last year he won the lime 
trials at either end of the race 
and went on to triumph for a 
second rime in the Tour de 
France’s curtain-raising lime 
trial in Rouen. The Tour is the 
natural pinnacle of his year. 

“It is not the initial objec- 
tive to go for the overall clas- 
sification, so that takes the 
pressure off me," he said. 

Boardman ended his 
“poor" year with third place in 


the world time trial champi- 
onship in San Sebastian to 
complete a set of gold, silver, 
and bronze medals in the dis- 
cipline. 

“That medal was good, but 
I have a score to settle,” he 
said. “I want lo win the title 
again, but it is important that 
all the major players are there 
this year when it happens, if it 
happens.” 

Boardman has corac back 
from worse than his recent run 
of misfortune. After a three- 
year spell that saw him take 
Olympic gold in the 4,000 
metres pursuit on lhe 
Barcelona trade in 1992, break 
the world hour record in 1993, 
take the world pursuit and 
the road time trial titles and 
wear the coveted Tour dc 
France yellow jersey on his de- 
but in 1994, the 1995 Tour 
broke his progress. 

He crashed within minutes 
of starting his second Tour, 
fracturing a wrist and on ankle. 
Yet the next year Boardman 
recaptured the world hour 
record and the world pursuit 
crown at the Manchester Hack. 


Brite continue ‘faultless* run 


JON CLAY and his Brite team 
continue to ride high in British 
cycling. They swept to victory 
in the Ttavetwise four-day tour 
of Lancashire to remain un- 
beaten after eight Premier Cal- 
endar races, writes Robin 
l^icholL 

The Yorkshireman, 34, de- 
scribed his team as “faultless” 
after they defended his winning 
lead of one minute and four 
seconds over five tough laps of 
Longridge Fell near Preston 
yesterday. 

“We have ridden so strong- 
ly that no one could have a go 
at us,” said Clay, who first won 
the Lancashire tour six years 
ago and has now contributed 
four of his team’s major suc- 


cesses this year. They have al- 
ready won a place in Britain’s 
new international stage race, 
the Prutour, which starts in 
three weeks’ time. 

“Obviously, we will become 
an average team in that 
company. We just don’t have 
the preparation and therefore 
the same ability as the 
Europeans,” Clay said. “We 
certainly want to steal 
something from that race, 
though. A stage win would be 
super.” 

They also have high-flying 
ambitions for next weekend’s 
programme. Clay will defend 
his British 10-mile time-trial 
title in Cambridgeshire on 
Sunday, then he and three 


team-mates will be flown by 
helicopter to start their next 
Premier Calendar race, the 
Lincoln Grand Prix, only hours 
later. 

Victory in yesterday’s final 
leg of the 260-mile race went 
to Gaiy Adamson, riding for 
the Tour sponsor’s own team. 
He outsprinted the pack at the 
end of an 87.5 mile race in 
Longridge. 

TRAVEUMSE TOUR OF LANCASHIRE, 
(Wli and dnri Mg* (87.5 bIIn): i Q. 
Adamson (TnmMniahr 33n*i 42nac; 2 
S Hgghs (CC Gto): 3J. Wfcn (POM Sport}; 
4 M. McKay (Hamxft); 5 M. Ongworth 
(Brie); 6 C. Farrol (Navsn); al same thin 
as wtaiK Ftori ovarii poaBtonc 1 J. Oay 
(Brito) ttr ton* 48aec; 2 C Norton (Brite) 
pirn +1:04; 3 IKngwonti +1.-71 ; 4 K Daw- 
son (Airtxoria) +120; 5 Wkm +203; 8 
McKay +223. 

Sprints: Damson. King ol Sm Mouttahw: 
Winn. 



The Tour of Lancashire field tackles Longridge Fefl ye sterda y Photograph: Barry Greenwood 


Leslie claims 
second win 
of the season 


Motor racing 


B y Nick P hillips 

DAVID LESLIE became the 
first driver this season to win a 
second Auto Trader RAC 
British Tburing Car Champion- 
ship race, when be brought his' 
Nissan Prim era home first in 
round six at Donwgton Park. 

Despite that, it is not Leslie 
or any of the other five drivers 
to win this year who leads the 
p oints standings — but Honda’s 
admirably consistent James 
Thompson. The series is shap- 
ing up to be the most open for 
years. 

The other winner in front of 
the Bank Holiday crowd was the 
1995 champion, John Cleland, 
who took his first victory since 
his diampionshrp season in the 
shorter Sprint race (round five), 
showing that VhnxbaU is right 
back in the fight. He rammed 
home the point with a strong 
run to third place in the longer 
Feature race. 

Leslie's win was a comfort- 
able one, the Nissan driver only 


surrendering the lead in the pe- 
riod when the drivers matte their 
compulsory pit-stops. He was 
chased early on by Cleland, but 
a slow pit stop put the VaoxhaD 
driver down to fourth behind 
the defending champion, Alain 
Menu, and Honda's James 
Thompson, 

Cleland fought back past 
Thompson, who held on to 
fourth, despite a late challenge 
from Jason Plato in the Renault. 
Plato’s drive from the back of 
the grid (following a technical 
infringement in qualifying) was 
a highlig ht of the race. 

Cleland’s Sprint win was 
founded on a brilliant start 
from third place on the grid 
which put him straight into the 
lead. A group of drivers 
snapped at his heels, led by 
Thompson's Honda and 
Rickard Ryd ell’s Volvo. 

Plato was fourth for much of 
the distance, but when Leslie 
tried to pass in the closing 
stages the pair collided and 
neither finished. Menu even- 
tually taking fourth place in his 
Renault. 


Knowles follows Catton out 


Basketball 


By Richard Taylor 

THE command structure of the 
Fngiish Basketball Association 
continued to disintegrate yes- 
terday with the resignation of its 
chairman, Peter Knowles, fol- 
lowing last month’s departure of 
the dnef executive, Steve Catton. 

Knowles played a key role in 
Manchester's successful bid for 
the 2002 Commonwealth 
Games and the association cit- 
ed his growing responsibility in 
this area as “the key factor in 
his resignation.” Knowles, a 
former referee, also played a key 
role in mediating in the public 


bust-up between Catton and 
the England senior men’s coach, 
Laszlo Nemeth, who criticised 
the F.ngfanrf programme just 
days before a European Cham- 
pionship game against Israel. 

Knowles, although publicly 
diplomatic, despaired of 
Nemeth’s criticism, which came 
in the week the association 
learned a £1.8m Lottery bid had 
fafltvJ Knowles said at the time: 
“None of this can have helped." 

Nemeth was suspended, but 
reinstated after Catton re- 
signed. Nemeth leads England 
into a friendly international 
tournament against Finland 
Sweden and the Netherlands in 
Manchester this weekend 


PHILIPS 






Today we publish the updated results of The 
Independent Fantasy Football League- Due to 
the holiday period folly updated results will ap- 
pear on Sunday 10th May. 

The league table includes all scores up to 
APRIL 27th. The player list includes scores from 
all gam es played until April 27th. Neither set of 
scores indudes results from the FA Cup. The 
overall winner at the end of the season will win a 
pair; of tickets to the World Cup finals in France 
this summer. 


Ewty time one of your players score you get four points. There 
are four points for a keeper or a defender every time their 
team keeps a dean sheet. Lf a player scores tbe winning goal, 
Le.: if there is a one goal difference in the scoreline, tbe play- 
er scaring the final goal for the winning team is awarded 1 
boras point awarded in additkn to Mandard goal related points. 
Each successful Assist, a pass judged by our expert* to lead 
directly to a goal, will giw a piayrr 3 points. The opinion of 
our experts on the matter is final. Each player selected and 
starting a game will be awarded one point 


If a player is given a Mow Card they lose 1 point, if a 
player is green a Red Card they lose S points. Own goals, ei- 
ther scored or conceded, do not count. 

The Premiership Manager that you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-life team wins, 1 paint is awarded 
if they draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in The Independent and repeated tbe fol- 
lowing Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 
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LEAGUE TABLE 


CALCULATED ON 


MATCHES PLAYHJ FROM B AUGUST - 27 APRIL 


pos NAME 


* 


1 Mr D Edmington 

2 Mr C Eng 

2 MrPTiilfer 
2 Mr D Evans 
2 Mr J Cox 

6 Mr Archer 

7 Mr J Hayes 

8 Mr B Sari 

9 Mr I Boyle 

9 Mr A Wingrove 

9 Mr T Lyons 

12 Mr D Baker 

13 Mr S Scott 

14 Mr M Pawley 

15 Mr D San 

15 Mr D Aston 
17 Mr G Bell 
iS Mr S Scott 

19 Mr K Boyle 

20 Mr A Cbomfa 
7i MrMEwins 

22 Mr S Mann 

23 Miss L wad 

24 Mr T Brazier 

25 MrMEwins 
25 Mr M Ewins 
25 Mr A Mitchell 
25 Mr D Aston 
29 Mr P Oitilanu 
29 Mr G Bell 

31 Mr JMcCrossam 

32 Mr M Ewins 

33 Mr I Brown 

33 Mr JMcCrossam 

35 MrDActa?yd 

36 Mr A Mitchell 
36 Mr N Peat 

3 8 Mr M MtehjK 

3g Mr G Whitebread 
40 Mr S Hog 
40 MiDMcQur 


TEAM 

Edmo United 
Seeking Victory 
Pin Ups 4 

Boo then End Old Boys 
SoutbvilleFC 

No Wright 
Early Birds 
Simply The Best 
Wembley Bounders 
Tony’s Boys 
Diana’s Demons 
Deja Vix 
Unbeatable 
Robert’s Raiders 
The Untouchables 

BQfy’s Boy’s 2 nd 11 
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Independent Fantasy Football 


OVERALL. SCORE CALCULATOR ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST -27 APRIL 
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Lehmann keeps 
Yorkshire ahead 


Cricket 


By Mike Carey 

at Derby 


Yorkshire 271-7 
Derbyshire 235-9 
Yorkshire win by 36 runs 


THIS YEAR marks the 100th 
anniversary of Yorkshire's pres- 
tigious year book and there 
arc hopes that the county will 
land a trophy, just as they did 
when the first one appeared 
Though it is early days yet, they 
lead the Championship and 
yesterday they brushed aside a 
feeble challenge by Derbyshire 
in the Benson and Hedges Cup. 

Darren Lehmann's weU- 
paced, unbeaten century held 
them comfortably together 
and could only have remind- 
ed Derbyshire of how much 
their own batting has suffered 
since the injury to their over- 
seas player, Michael Slater, on 
the first morning of the season. 

But it was their bowlers who 
failed them here, failing to 
make the most of a helpful toss. 
Though the ball moved around 


under lowering skies, it was too 
seldom in the right place. And 
16 wides are unacceptable at any 
level of cricket. 

Their problems did not end 
there. There is evidence to sug- 
gest that like many a new cap- 
tain, Dominic Cork is perhaps 
trying a shade too hard. Cer- 
tainly, he appears to grasp that 
in English conditions specialist 
opening batsmen are still abet- 
ter bet than so-called dashers. ' 

This is particularly true 
where bowlers of the quality of 
Darren Gough and Chris Sfl- 
verwood are concerned. Cork 
and his stand-in opening part- 
ner Ian Blackwell had their 
work cut out to survive against 
their accuracy add the inning s 
never got off the ground. 

By contrast Yorkshire were 
hardly under pressure, although 
admittedly they would have 
been 31 for2ifDavidByashad 
not survived a straightforward 
catch to midwicket off Phil De- 
Freitas; but after that Lehmann 
kept tilings ticking over so well 
with ones and twos that his first 
50 included only one boundary. 

His left-handedness proba- 


bly did not help Derbyshire’s ef- 
forts to locate a consistent line. 
At 32 a thin-edge off Paul Al- 
dred may have flicked the edge 
of the wicketkeeper’s glove, 
but otherwise he gave no dis- 
cernible chance even when he 
stepped up a gear. 

It was largely due to him 
that Yorkshire made 81 from 
the last 10 crvers. Near the end, 
in completing his second 50 
from only 29 balls, he reached 
three figures by lifting Cork 
over long-off for six. Interest- 
ingly, the bowler was quick to 
congratulate him both then 
and at the end of the innings, 
so the Derbyshire captain is 
certainly making progress in 
some important aspects of the 
game. 

• Mark Taylor intends staying 
on as Australia's Test captain, 
according to reports in Sydney. 
The 33-year-old opening bats- 
man spoke of the possibility of 
standing down following last 
month's tour to India. Howev- 
er, he is expected to go to Mel- 
bourne today and tell the 
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Darren 


does his Graham Gooch impersonation as he tuts Neil Johnson for four on His way to another century yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


Australian Cricket Board that - • • ' » 

he wants lo remain captain. R Q b| nSOn WrCakS 1710^ HaVOC tO Shatter ^6^0 


By David Uewefiyn 

at Chelmsford 


BRIIF SINE’S 
l 1 


Essex 3S9-7; Ireland 188-7 
Essex win by 171 runs 


IF YOU are expected to fill a 
legend’s boots, then you may as 
well use a high -pressure hose 
rather than a dripping tap. 

Darien Robinson has been 
saddled with the opener’s role 
for Essex following the retire- 
ment of Graham Gooch, no 
easy task, but the 25-year-old is 
making a go of iL In fact, this 
season be has become some- 


thing of a one-day wonder. 
Having gorged hims elf on the 
Sussex attack twice in recent 
matches to score an unbeaten 
hundred each time, Robinson 
was at it a g ain yesterday, feast- 
ing off a persevering, but inef- 
fectual, Ireland attack to score 
his third successive one-day 
century and leave himself with 
an average of 380. 

Robinson, once dubbed 
“Pies hop” because of a 
predilection for the wares in 
such es tablishm ents, is now, by 
all accounts, a vegetarian, but 
dearly the opposition-friendly 


bowling of the Irish attack 
appealed to him. Mind you, It 
had a certain appeal for the bulk 
of the Essex batsmen. They 
were never put under anjrpres- 
sure, either, by the field pladngs 
or the accuracy or venom of the 
attack. Indeed, there was a lan- 
guid feel to the whole of the Es- 
sex Inning s 

Robinson's effort was 
chanoeless and, as unhurried as 
he appeared, he still reached 
three figures off a respectable 
112 balls. Having restricted 
hims elf to 12 fours in that, he 
indulged himself with a six over 


long on before felling to a catch 
in the covers. He had done a fair 
amount of damage by then, with 

an opening partnership of 86 
with Stuart Law and a stand of 
133 in 22 overs with the acting 
captain, Nasser Hussain (71), 
who smashed two balls out of 
the ground and into the river. 

There followed a bloody on- 
slaught which produced 97 runs 
in nine overs. Ronnie Irani 
biffed and banged his way to a 
29-baD half century -by the time 
he was out for 69 he had 
thumped three sixes and half a 
dozen fours off 45 balls. 


One Irishman to emerge • 
with credit was the opening ^ 
bowler Ryan JEagleson, who 
had a return of one for 36 off 
his 10 overs, no small feat giv- 
en the havoc being wreaked ah 
around him. - — - ■- - 
The Essex total, the third 
highest in the competition’s. 
50-over format and the fifth ijfo 
highest in Cup history, proved 
way beyond Ireland’s range. 

Neil Johnson (53) and Ed Joyce 
(42) did their bit, but it was 
token resistance. The Essex 
bowling was mean cuisine by 
comparison. 



Lewis takes exhausted Somerset bowling apart 


GtoucesiEnhire 234-7 
Somerset 208 

Qoucertmfere win by 26 runs 



THRDUG JUTS 


JON LEWIS continued his fine 
start to the season, smashing 33 
runs off jnst 13 balls, including 
two sixes, as Gloucestershire 
beat Somerset in the Benson 
and Hedges Cup at BristoL 
Coming in at No 9 after 
Gloucestershire had been asked 
to bat first, foe paceman boost- 
ed his team to 234 for 7 off their 
50 overs. He then chipped in 
with two for 49 to clinch the 


man-of-foe-match award as 
Somerset crashed to 110 for sev- 
en before rallying to 208 allow. 

Somerset must have felt 
pleased with their bowling ef- 
fort up to the 46fo over, when 
Gloucestershire were 183 for 6 
But foe captain, Peter Bowler, 
had mistakenly bowled out his 
main attack and saw foe last 
four overs despatched for 51, 
mainly by Lewis and Matt Win- 
dows (24). 

The medium-pacers Mar- 
cus Tresco thick. Keith Parsons 
and Mike Bums all came in for 


punishment, and the final total 
was 30 more than Gloucester- 
shire might have expected. 

Tbny Wright top-scored with 
a patient 44 and there were im- 
portant contributions from 
Bobby Dawson and Rob Cun-, 
liffe, who both made 3L ; 

The Somerset coach, Der- 
mot Reeve, bowled a tidy 
10-over spell of one for 29, but 
the Pakistan leg-spinner Musb- 
taq Ahmed, making his seasonal 
debut, went for 50 off his 10. 

The visitors were never in 
the hunt after Bowler played 


on to Mike Smith, who pro- 
duced the best bowling of the 
day to take two for 17 from 10 
overs. 

Bowler’s departure left 
Somerset 28 for one and they, 
were soon 56 for 4as-Piran Hol- 
loway, Richard Harden- and 
Mike Bums fell in quick suc- 
cession. 

Harden looked less than 
happy with his dismissal, ad- 
judged caught behind down 
the leg side by Jack Russell af- 
ter he had made eight. 

Graham Rose and Rob 


Timer took the score to 99, be- 
fore Rose swung wildly at Mark 
Alleyne and had his stumps 
shattered for 31. 
t That provided the break- 
- through as Somerset-slipped to 
110 for seven, before rallying 
■; through Reeve and theJeft-han- 
derTescothidc.. - 

Their eighth-wicket stand 
of 61 in nine overs produced a 
glimmer of hope, but foe re- 
quired run-rate had risen above 
nine an over when Reeve was 
bowled swinging across the line 
atLewis. 


Cricket scoreboard 


ENTIRE LIFE. 

I I 


Benson & Hedges Cup 

Ono-doy 


Derbyshire v Yorkshire 
DOOM: MMi M Derbyehta by 38 ran*. 
DertJt'StWv won tore 
YORKSHIRE 

AUcOtfhstKiManbAkftwi SS 

MPtaughancKiUcanbCork a 


*D Byaa c Cork b Akkad 

D S Lahmam rat out «B 

CWMocOotabCortt 5 

SRrtarbDoon * 

tflJBMeybDMn , tJ 

D Gogh c Btackwol b Doan -0 

Q M Hantaan not out IS 

Betas JbA «na nbtj 30 

total (far 7.80 oiwra) 

ME 1-14 2-7S. 3-«H 4-152. 5- 197. 6-22(1 7-230 
DU not bat C E W Sherwood, P N Hunawon. 
BOHfcw DaFiNK* *4-44-0 Cock KWM2-2: 
Oonn 10462-3; Akkad 0-0-53-2; Oarka *-4 

eoo 

DERBYSHIRE 

*D G Corti b Sherwood — JS 

I D Btefcwei c Partar b Whtei 27 

ASRoBnatrabSkraramd -3 

KJBanrettc McGrath b Sherwood 56 

V P Ctete b Whtta 2 

T A TWwtac McGrath b Vtaughon 28 

PA JDeHeftaatM bHamton ..42 

BLSpondbvoc McGrath b WHta H 

IKMKrHoan b Whto 0 

P Akkad notout 34 

KJ Omni not out — — » 

Extras Ob&crtXnbfl 23 

IbM (far 8, 50 Ovwg) 235 

Mb 1-« 228 3-68 44ft 5 -1* 4*7. 7-W. 
4*7,9-189 


T HIS TECHNf 'GY 


AUAILAF 


ON THE RGftO 


IRELAND 

JAM Mcbis C Hussain b tart B 

W K UcCalan b WMoma * 

tA D Mt e ao n c Roes b Sudi 10 

N C Johnson b Grayson — 53 

E C Joyce b Grayson 42 

•A R Dmtap c Wfcs b loti 24 

D Heaslsyc LawbVAarrv — J> 

H L not out S 

P Median not out — -1 

Extras (b7. wft nbQ * 

TtatN (lor 7, 50 overs) ________ .IBS 

Mb 1-33, 2-30 3-63, 4-1* 5-106, 4«& 7-*l 
DM not tab M Dwym Q Nsely 
Bowsing: ton 9-2-28-1; Cowan 7-2-14-0; tart 
8-1-43-1; WMara 4021-2: Such 100-341; 
Grayson 10-2-38-2. 

umpires: J C BaMarakne and G Sharp. 


WARWICKSHIRE 

N V Knight few b MJaBy 12 

NMK9n«hcWslsbUeB 1 

D L Henp o HobS) b Mason 39 

*0 C Lara c & b Mason 49 

TLnnwyrataui 57 

D R Brawn c Sbnmon a u urialy 00 

A F Om b Skrerana 1 

GWUch ratal __.i 

Extras <tmw3A riba 53 

total (far ft 50 awn) 263 

Mb 1-8, 2-48 3-121 4-134. 5-250 6-254 
DM not tab fK J P|pra E S H Gfarfr* T A Un- 
ion. 

BawBng: MuSaiy 90-42-2; tana 4-1727-1; 
Lewis B-1 4B4; Simmons WMIH ; Mason *• 
044-2; Wgfli 8-1-41 -a 
LEICESTERSHIRE 


Mfc 1-12. 240 , 364 4-137, 8-173, 8-218 7-221, 
0-221 9-236 

Bowing; Bawen 8-035-1; Oram 84-1-40-1; 
Sowm W-1-48-4; Wharf U-449-2; Golan 9-0- 
49-1- cowman 40-7-0 
Umpires: VAJWdv and K E Primer. 


Surrey v British Universities 


THE OVAL: Surrey bt British IMvereMas by 
105 run. 


Surrey won toss 
SURREY 

A D Brawn c House b Lewher 30 


tA J Stamen c LxMrttoo b MarttvJenWns.S 

BCHdkrawlaw bOfen _.32 

G P Thorpe c Chiton b Hutton sa 

M A Buicnar run out ... 13 

*A J HoBorta c & b CMton 56 

N Shehid o Sub b Chiton 4 

J D Radttg c Lovarldga b CMton ^_5 

iOKSatobucyoCMunbMBlbvJertdra ..12 

MPBtanelnoioui 10 

8atfafeilfcjshtai*IBalayb Hutton 6 

Bdras (b4 »5 l rtJZ) 18 

Total (43.1 oiras), 263 

ft* 1-87. 2-67. 3-95, 4-XH 8-196 0201 7-26 
090. oars 

Bowling: MartohJsnMns 80402: LBBttnr 10- 
OBOliLouartdga 6-1-300; CMton 100-284; 
Da»tea 6 -0-42-0; H utton 9 1-0-43-2 
BRITISH UMVER5fT7E3 
*A StoQh bw b Bcknel 4 


Gloucestershire v Somerset 
BRKTOL: Gtouoattashta M Sotnwsw by 20 


D t Maddy o Piper b 9n«b 32 

1 J Sutttta c Lera b SmBti SO 

BF SrrStti st Ptoer b atrtth ..11 

PVSbnmorec Ramey OGBas — 88 

vjwfefebGfcs a 

AHabtobGtes ^ 

•C C Lewis nxi out 0 


Bowing: Sfeanraod Qoudi 10-1 -42- 

0; Wbta 10020-4; HutoHaon 6-1-iM: Han* 
ion 0-067-1; Latvnem 3-0- n -a iMugtan 
90-8-1 

Umptas; R JUbi and A G T WMBhaed 


Somerset mm loss . 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE' 

R JCuMflebReaM 31 

THCHanoodtb Rose 4 

IHCftJsaalc TUmar blhucMHcfc.. 17 

AJWM0X1UIOA 44 

R I Dawson tow bMushtaq Ahmad 31 

■M W Atoyna c Parsons b Cnddtok 3* 

M G N Windows e Peraons b Bums 34 

J Lawk not out 33 

M J Cawdron not out ..... 8 

Extras Pbt2.w5 nb4} 21 

Total (lor 7, 59 enrenQ 234 

Raft 1-» 2-58 383. 4-05 5-«L 6-177. 7-2H 
DM not bob A M Smith. C A Wtah. 

Bowffng: Cwfttok VMM3-1; Ron KM -35-1 ; 
-tascota* 7-0-40-1 ; Ftoew 8-1-28-1 : Mutaaq 
Ahmed 8-1-50-1; Paraone 20400; Banal ■ 
0 - 8-1 


IP A Mxon rat out —....36 

OJ Stan not out 3 


earn (M, bb. wn r* 2 ) 

Ibtll (lor 7 , 493 trmj„ 289 

Mb 1-67. 2-SG, 3-106, 4-T78 5-137, 8-87. 7-201 
DM rat tab T J Item. A D MuSaly 


Bowing: Gkktos 8-064-0; Iferton KM1-49-0: 
Brawn OOW); Gfes 10l-65<3; GnRh 734K38- 
3; VMch 44J-21-0 

Umptam U J lORtwn and N T navn. 
Northants v Nottinghamshire 

NORTHAMPT ON: WmUngharnshliB bt Worth- 
anplonshta by 35 runs. 

Nbnnento&nsMrs mm toss 
NOTTMGHAMSHRE 

PHPoterd blhytor 8 

MP Cowman cCuranb Mtoeriiy 39 

JER Gtawi e RUey b PBrtMIhy -..-27 

*P Jotsaan c Sara b Ran 89 

RTRabtrBonbMtoerthy n 

GFARherbRan 70 

AG Whsrlc&b Malcofen 3 

PA Strang not out 23 

Extras ran wO. i*4} 21 

total (lor 7, GO ovara) _____ 272 

Mb 148 084 3-86, 4-128 6408 6-216, 7-272. 
DM mil tab 1W M Noon A R Ostn M N Bowen 
nowing; Ittlcofen 10439-1; TMor *445-1: 
Mitmviy 101-22-3; Roaa *0-79-2; Snaps K>- 
0004 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

0 JCapWcAitlierb Bowen * 

MBLMeb8rang — ...... 

0 J G Swee c Oram b VWwrt — 26 

■K M Cunan c Ftotwwon b Strang n 

R J BsSay bwbOaflan .* 

A L PantarDw o DDnanan b Strang * 

J N Srwpe c Sub b Wffsrt a 

P A Roae Ira b 5trang 2 

TDFbBWyc Wharf 0 Oram 13 

JPtoyUnaioui , 

O E MWWJSn rat out -0 


Essex v Ireland 


rbl Ire la nd by 117 tons. 


TO ITYO 


D DJRoblnaono Dunlop b I Uss ie r w 

SG LmrcMtwaon b Eadaaon 48 


I; POLE POSITIi 


*N Hussain o Dwyer b Haaslay 71 

R C Irani e Panaraon b McCnan SO 

A P Grayson c Joyce b Haaslay _..* 

tfl J (tcrae at Annon b McCnan 1 

S D Patare not out .1 

A P Cowan nor out 2 

eons <*& *n rtfla — —39 

Tool (tor ft 80 orar* 3^ 

Mb 1-88 24* 34HL 4^82. S3S& 8468 
DM not tat M C ton. N F Wfltoma. P M Such 


®P D Boater b Smith 13 

U Bwra e Wight bCawtion SB 

P CL HcAnmc Russel bSnsm .0 

R J Harden o reeeal b Lewis £ 

GDRpaebAlayna 31 

In J Ranarc 6 b Alsyna — 18 

KA Parsons b wtawi 8 

M E torecoMefc e Rjaaol b Hwicodr 49 

D A B s e ws b Learie jb 

A R CedSdc c Alayne b HwKodr * 

Musntaq Ahmed rat out £ 

Extras (bl to* «3. i*2| « 

total (48 ovra}- .me 

Mb 148 248 341. 4-68, 548 B-1* 7-1* 8 
1719-08 

BtraOng: WUdh 9449-1; Sradh n-4-174; 
Lflwla 8-0-494: Certaon 6-047-1 ; Alayiw * 
m HBWOdi 4*23-2 
Ihaptaa; D J Conttenl and B Laadbaetec 


McCnan *040% Eaptaon *1 46- 
14420; Haaday 7-0-774; Dwyer * 


Leicestershire v Warwicks 


1; Neely 3-0424; HweSay 7-0-774; 
0600; Johrwon 74424; McCalan 


bythrae wtctcata. 


Mb 14l 037. 048 473, 541, 087. 7-Kfl, 8- 
tH 8- HO. 

Bowing: Newport 103-S4; Haynea 4-0-17- 
l; Bherfer 5-1 -tOO; Umpltt 8*28-1; »*- 
worth 73-041-2; Moody B-i-24-4; LaffitisKWa 
5-0-14-a 

WOHCESTERSHBte 

W P C Wtaton c Dwries b AMn Butt 1 

V S SaiarM bw b Brinhtoy 1 

GA Hckratout 81 

*T M Moody b Dyer : St 

G R Haynes c Davtos b Astn Butt 14 

D A Laatheidale not out 1 

Betas (Bfi> nrim_ B' 

total (tor 4, ZTA owara) 141 

FU 1-2, 24. 068 4-138 

Did not tab tS J Rhodes, S R Lampitt, R K 

■ngworOi P J Newport. A 9wriyw. 

Bowflm: Adm Butt 63-1-202; BrtnWay 9-1- 
32-1 ; VW^it 2-0424; Thomson 44-254; Dyer 
6440-1 

Umpires: G I Burgess and J H Hauls 


J P Pysmont iui out 33 

M J QMm b B C HoBocrits 9 

G R Lwertdge c RatcHte b Sodnln. at 

WJ HouaecSactanb AJtSSSka so 

L D Button Sra b A J HoBoele 17 

fl S C UartSvJtnMns at Stswan b Satobury 2 

TT M B Batov net out « 

D Leather ffl StaBBrtbSeWxay 3 


B L Hunon c Sadain Uushteq b B HoBoeka 4 

M K Dnries c Stewart b B C HoBoslw 1 

extras tbS. U8 w 8 1*4 — 34 

total (434 owara) im 

Mb 1 -5, 248 3-7S. 442, 8-128 6-138 7-*4 B- 
BQ 9-158 

Btahtt BKkntM 8440-1: B C HModte 83- 
3-204; Sad* Uushtag 74-*l; Bufchv 04 
*4; Sdduy 10-2-384: A J Heioata7-1-21-2 
UreptatoJW Haidar and PIMey 


Worcestershire v Scotland 
WORCESTER: WOrcaalanMefat SooBand by 


Scotland win bss 
SCOTLAND 

B M W Pattasan at Rhodas b Mogworffi 


Benson & Hedges tables 

Group A P W L HR Pta 

Warwicks 3 2 10 4 

Notts. 3 2 10 4 

Leics 3 2 10 4 

Noettants— 3 12 0 2 

Lancasters 2 110 2 

MnorCouadea 2 O 2 .0 0 

GraopB P W L NR Pta 

>briahta 3 3 Q 0 8 

Worcs 3 2 V 0 4 

Durham 1 ; 0-0-2 

g6**V^ilni -_3 0.3 0 0 

Sco tlan d 2 O' 2 0 D 

Group C P W L NR Pto 

Sieray 3 3 0 0 8 

Kant 2 . 10 t 3 

S«ns»«« 3 1.1 1 3 

— £ 12 0 2 

H«npsWra 2 110 2 

British Unhrs _.3 0 3 0 0 

g"«P D P W L NR Pta 

-3 2 0 1 5 

gNnwrgan 2 10 13 

y dt ftca o x 1 10 0 2 

S*w»t 2 0 2 0 0 

Ireland — 0 2 0 0 


B Q LncMe b Haynes . - 

fl A Miens b Newport 


J G WMeiwon b Newport 


MJD^ngrrancfyxxtea b Lampm . ... 
tA G Dairies 0 Stank) 0 Mrigwcrto ... ... 
J E Brttday c Rhodes b Moody 

K Thomson Sra b Moody 

M R Dyer not out 


toaraa (bz. to8 w5, r*4 . 17 

tot* K7 j 4 oven). 237 


Today 

77.0 unless stBfed 

BENSON 6 HEDGES CUP (Oh day): 
Jfrtf s: Mddasex v Mtand. Lakwi Irene Ct 
nor Countaa v Langahta. Taunton: Somer- 
Batv Hampshire. How Sussex v Gtamogaa 


■a 1*2. *& r*4) - 

I (47.1 


WoreesiBi: W fa oeataWta v N orthani s an s hta 
A«4 TROPHY (One day): Centre Gtanor- 
g * gwwaiaat Shenley: MCC toung Crick- 


Racing results 


Want to know what's making Bridgestone^ Potenza tyre such 
a winner on the FI circuit? Consistently high levels of grip. 
We've now developed this technology for the road and called K 
Extended Performance Optimisation. It's available for the first 
time with the Potenza S-02 Pole Position which offers no 
compromise performance, particularly In the wet and sets new 
standards of consistency throughout its entire life. Ultimate 


223: 1. MACMAVF1 1 1 (M BMttieta) P-4; 
2. NotaiLwl «-* fan; 3. Matar Bofata *41 
13 rrav ft 1Y-. (G L Mooral tola: E85Ch E15Q 
Cm C94Q DF: £240 CSft H68 Tito: £17850 
2JS6: 1. mum COVE (A Thornton ) 

E«ena (av; 2. Orwr Gordvn 25-1; X Tktce ' 

Side a-l 9 ran. < 21 IR AkKrt totae C2 
£1£Q E20a EWl DF: ES2Q CSF: E2623 Tta 


LUDLOW 


230b 1. SAYEH (WMaretort 3-1; 

84:3. - 

MM3 




KtamwKina 

346: 1. JEMARO (Grey tanri 8-1; £ 
wnr-SIrera i4-na.B a yerd4116rae.it- 
4 lev Swing Ouenei touBad upV 12. 3 (W 
‘ to»a: CB3a El70Ca5Q Ctfla EK70 
tea CSF: cm38 Tricast E9T227. 

3 3S: 1. DAHIYAH (D OWxcol) 16-1; 2. 
Shahraii 114 lair, 3. Out Ranteng W-l 14 
ran. t tffl MHamsl tote: £2070: CUQ £1.78 
E27Q DF: C9970 CSF: C387B NR: tMnd Vh 


_ 83R 1. OANNY BELL (Mchaat Bremen) 
*-1 ; 2. WMe Asreke 12-1 ; 3. Sohray Rose 
P-t 13 ran. T14 (au Jadroib Htote. I*/., V«. 

fcL cr ?5±' ft ^. cv iS£,S aa Casa 

OF: CSaOQ. CSF: £13200 RIR; Prancha 


Tyre Technology thatt quite simply streaks ahead. 

Stmoeesnne 

- ftrymr nearest Bridgestone deala; please confect 

JSlp^ 0800 716462 


32S1.WADAIMpjBuchaq84;2.to- 
taOy Yburs Brans lav: X Sootana 25-1 12 
— owiBurehaB. tole: OSft £140 E11Q. 
C2JO CSF: CUB. Trio: CS340 
348: 1. BLUAGALE (M fkNnto 5-2. 2. 
I Crap fr4 tar; X Butter Bob 44 « 

3 (P Ndiols). TbttK £350 DF: E23Q 

CSF: 078 

440:1. SOUNDS LIKE FUN (A P McCoy) 
6-4 tar. 2. Padanantartai 8-1: X Remoter 


fr: L CWDa CSF: tOSOONR: Prandra 

)*” wihdrawii not uraerorrigre, Rta 4 atF 
ptaetoboaid pricea arty, deduct lOp In the 


pau*. 

_ Mtb 1. WILD BLAOE Prir S Durack) 7-1; 
l Gtodal Hub 641; 3. Powder Hound 
B-Ll4ran.5-2tM~ - - - 




3fft 1.SHARP COMUAM7 (MAhrart 7-4 
•*7 ^.“yWeeltan 41; 3. OMAtexU 9 
octoa^toto: £470: E20Q 
C160, E49Q DF: £lt2Q CSF; com. 

, 3JO: l.m STRONG GALE (TJM 

41<^2.BHert | DeB u titT | .2;3.Pro 

12crai.SLsh-liil (P NkiiobA tote- EUtt 
C17P.C19QC73Q DF: Eflgn^F- wS« g 
caah £33238 PB: Ramaig Mraeta^ 

9 ih”* 7- MtTHRAiC (R McGratfrl *6 tar 


Step On Eyre 1-2 tav, X toxan Baby 14i B 
raft.' B.12 Gtas H Knight), tote: £820; ttfiq 
C130, CUO DF: £23ttC8F: BM7. teta-cSo- ■ 
ton W, The Eom Denham Hi (7-1) wb» w9h- J 
<taWI not undn- arim A *■ 4 mb, h-M 


33-1 Bran. 37.. 1V-. (Maa H KnUA tore : 
E2Kt Elrift £230, £T* . DF: £*30 C^: 


£*» Ucaat C263H Tito: £*89ft Nft 
Ctoek Wtahm Hartrert Bochtnan 

SjOKI.lATCttfORD (APMeCoylMtar, 
BCeny-e Pride 42: 3. Cheeky Cta«*e *1 
1 1ran, ft* (Ian Warn* totwElBftClSft 
£200 £190 DF: B t3Q CSF: £S30 TWcaat: 
ESaaETrtoiSfiaO* 

Fteoapot: £27* (■ 

Pleoe&COSlPfabiH 


4JHL-i.WPSR]RDHU.(RJcbnaan) «-i; 
2. Mrs Em 41 ; X Goktg For Broke 54t 14 
ran. 42 tar NobtoCoiaura BRh). ft-. TA. (tan 
WBamo) tobK £1060; £280 C2D0 £A2B DF: 
£7740 CSF: £8227 Dfeast £282317. m. Storm 
Tigac 

43X 1, CHERYL'S LAD (R Johns*) 46 
tar, 2. KenMan Led 12-1; 3. Horatod i 42 
i*«n. 7. ID NcnotaA tore: £200: £Mft 
£200 £170 DF: CTSft CSF: £1108 NR: Mo 
The Swing 

80S: 1 .APfULSEVENTH(R Johnson) 41 
UK 2. Be M Space KM; 3 . Snowy Petrel 
141 17 tan. O VU. O MtaM. tota HZk £MQ 
£270 Wfift £220 DF; £3470 CSF: £90* 
Trice* £00660 NR; Fractal Forte**. 


£17130 CSF: £3*88 NR: Lord Sutchtand. 

Amarxad Reran Fotowtig a atowxwtf inquire 

Ore Brat tw o prac inga ware rararaed. 
PMoepot CtoOIQ QuidMb £7730 
Piece 6: £2043 Place 6: £10047. 


1- DBSS (T J HAuraiy) 11-* taw 2. 

SfnasM ssssaa 


SOUTHWELL 
2J»:l.CNEEKA(MRangort 141:2. KB- 
•tommy Cattle 7-4 tar: X Shrar Minx 42 . 

SfilFIS Si TWcaat 

gt^rftSMi 1 Bat: Syrteyoumitreatt touch 

*» 1. KWETON TYCOON (Mr P Gee) 
*-!; 2 Syd Green 11 -* tev, 3. Real 

Rroprma 42. 10 ran. 1 -A, htL jMn R Gmv 

tores £780: £240 £140 ClBO DfTe740 

£2281 


Ptocrapob £700 Ouadpob £S40 
Ptoce B; £B2t. Piece 8: £5* 


tonBHoueo 4-1; & Fbcot4-t Sm. *8 tar 

»avtetaer«ta23 , 8. (JMoor* tota£*«k 
E270 E1SQ DR BtZDO CSF: £5897. Ml CHret- 
3-50: 1. BEYOND OUR REACH (JR KB- 
11-4 : 2 crane Ha tv4; 3 . Norifrera 

W-AMLE (R Thomto^i 

gtarEaSQE^ElSO DF: 070 

ISafJH 481 Wi MeyeOiiNb 
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Gulland has to make Derby case 


B y Gray Wbod 

IT WAS not difficult immedi- 
ately after the Craven Stakes at 
Newmarket last month to spot 
those who had backed Gulland 
for the Derby before the race. 
The air of snugness surround- 
ing them, not to mention the 
heat fiom the 25-3 tickets burn- 
ing boles in their pockets, could 
be felt 20 yards away, such was 
the promise of Gotland's nar- 
row defeat by the horse evexy- 
„one reckoned was a certainty for 
^be 2,000 Guineas, Xaar. 

Three weeks later, the con- 
fident grins are less apparent 
and the holiday plans are on 
hold. True, Gulland is still 

CHESTER 

Zlfc QUEENSLAND STAR, who 
looked a useful performer in the 
making when battling on well to 
score on her debut at the New- 
market Craven meeting, can go in 
again. Stable mate Lashbari Gold 
may pose the most problems. 
□OO 

2-40: QUINTUS, who ran a fiovntl 
race when a length third to Nauti- 
cal Star and Noble Demand in a 
competitive ltn 2f handicap at the 
J Newmarket Craven meeting, can 
gain 'compensation today in what 
looks a much weaker affair. 
Ekmadeth is the m am danger. 


among the favourites for Ep- 
som, and at odds far removed 
from those available before the 
Graven, but the form of that 
race has taken two heavy blows 
to the body. First there was the 
dismal performance of Circus, 
who finished third at Newmar- 
ket, in the Classic Trial at 
Sandown. and then the failure 
of Xaar to win the Guineas. 

If the form of Gulland’s 
seasonal debut was that of a 
Derby winner, it seems that the 
horse cannot rely on others to 
prove the point. Instead, he 
must do so himself in today’s 
Chester Vase, in which nothing 
but a clear-cut win will do. 

Just four opponents line up 

HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


3.10: GULLAND, who ran the sub- 
sequent 2£0Q Guineas fourth. Xaar, 
to a neck in the Craven Slakes over 
a mile at Newmarket on bis reap- 
pearance, should realty come into 
his own over this distance and win 
be very hard to beat Sefgnoriai won 
well on his debut but he. like The 
Glow-Worm, has much more on his 
plate here. 


against Gulland, and it is of lit- 
tle help to punters that one of 
his more significant rivals is a fel- 
low resident of Geoff Wragg’s 
stable, Ridgeway. With Peter 
Chapple-Hyam also saddling 

. RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Almond Rock 
(Chester 3.40) 

NB: Golden Slice 
(Chester 3.10) 

two nmners, the race is some- 
thing of the private sweepstake. 

Tactics may play their part 
too with such a small field, and 
the first point to make is that it 
is hardly a race to treat as a se- 
rious betting medium. Gulland 

3.40: GROOM'S GORDON, who 
should be liner for his seventh to 
Tberfcea over a mile at Sandown on 
h is s easonal debut, is fairly treated. 
The selection is unproven at this dis- 
tance but has every chance of last- 
ing home around this tight circuit. 
The danger may be Almond Rods, 
who looks wall handicapped on his 
best form. SoaHach seems best on 
all-weather surfaces while Flint 
Koapper and Party Romance are 
expected to be fitter for the race. 
Abnjany. Break Hie Rules and 1 
Cant Remember are fit but seem ex- 
posed while Rhein bold and Rebel 
County are out of form. 


has evoy right to start as fav- 
ourite, not least since all the 
signs are that the eight furlongs 
of the Craven Stakes was very 
much a minimum trip, and sig- 
nificant improvement can be an- 
ticipated over today’s Deity trip 
of a mile and a half. A muddling 
pace or an adverse reaction to 
Chester’s unique topography 
could easily be enough to beat 
him, though, and careful post- 
race study of the result is the 
only investment worth making. 

The same is true, in fact, of 
much of today’s televised card, 
since coverage does not ex- 
tend to the competitive handi- 
caps -one of them a Showcase 
race -which close proceedings- 


First show 


Chester — 3.40 

Haw C H T 

RtatKaappar 0-3 frl 7-2 

“~1|rrj 61 62 82 

ftwfcTWftlW* H-2 4-1 n-a 

Qtooafa Gordon 182 IS* frl 

AtoottfBoc* M tf-g fl-Z 

ICtatBriaatfre 11-2 IK 7-1 

Pm^doataa B-1 B-1 61 

8uriteda 12-1 9-1 9-1 

WWOoBMy fi-1 U-1 25-1 

WWbdd aH 361 28-1 

Etctmra Ml to odd* ptacas J. z 3 
C - Coot H-Wism HIT -‘fata 


Instead, the programme opens 
with a juvenile event, which 
Golden SJk* (2.10) should win 
from bis prime draw, and a 
maiden which bolds Derby 
clues of its own. 

These are of the oblique va- 
riety, sinee Hawadeth and Vfcy 
Out Yonder both attempt to 
open their account following 
good runs behind Greek Dance 
at Newmarket last month. 
Greek Dance is a 14-1 chance 
for Epsom after his success at 
Headquarters, and will be a lit- 
tle shorter this evening if either 
of those two wins today, but it 
may be that he. li ke Gulland, 
will have to prove himself per- 
sonally, since Quintas (2.40) re- 


Chester— - 4.10 

c h i s T 

Mb 1W 42 4-1 M M 

11-2 11-2 SI K 5-1 

M W 5-1 6-1 H 

7-2 6-1 M SI 5-1 

or n-1 12-1 12-1 12-1 tw 

mtoreRrittt tM 1U e-i 21 
tM n-i wi 54 
XScdkndW 21 «« M 
SB tt-i tn 11-1 15-1 M-1 

t 16-1 tM U-1 12-1 H-1 

V fti M-i an s-r 

Bp 81 B-1 B-1 B-1 261 

iPm* B-1 B-1 20-1 V-1 B-1 

^ieSFS odea, pES i, z a 


turns to maiden company after 
some good runs in handicaps. 

The only handrapfbrCteo- 
ne! 4 viewers is a slightly sub- 
standard event given the usual 
quality of ths meeting. Most of 

those to have run this season 
have not shown any form worth 
relying on, so it may be that 
FLINT KNAPPER (nap 3.40), 

aligbttyraoedhandicapper^U) 
finished his 1997 campaign with 
an impressive victory, can con- 
tinue where he left off. Demo- 
lition Jo (next best 4.10) is also 
worth a modest interest. 

CHESTER VASE: Staotey; 1-2 GldtaraA 
4-i iteaswWtamioeUmrtianoA'n-' 1 
Ridgeway M-1 SBgnordd; To** 6« Od- 
Wxj, 9-2 Ti» a * rtNbna OJJ 
7-1 OtantMraga. «-l Sagnoriri. 


Chester — 4.40 

Hem C H 

EmtarOgK 7-2 *-f 

Bnp^CTWB 5-1 62 

CtarayClao 2-1 61 

OnttotoCrilri 02 81_ 

HiDMB Ood 9-1 B-1 

tOBb Cbi y 1V1 »1 

StriafrPrtaoare 11-1 «•! 

U*n*m O-i 14-1 

Extern Lyric B-1 14-1 

Eaten Pgpte 1H M-1 

FriwTadt 1H M-1 

itteMra w mi 

PtaranraRtog 25-1 2D-1 

UtotTOPrWa 33-1 35-1 

EodMwraqrarinfieodfepkcacl.23 


Chester 


2.10 Queensland Star 
2.40 Quintus 

3.10 GULLAND (nap) 


HYPERION 

3.40 Groom’s Gordon 
4.10 Bodfari Pride (nb) 

4.40 Cumbrian Cadet 


GOING: Good STALLS: im 2f - stands side; rest - inskta 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers best 

eLstt-hand. tight circuter courea Not sutahte tar lonQ-strWng horses 
eCMsa b nr My centre on A54B. Chester General station tot ADMBStON: County En- 
doaiB £25 (Arton MByrs E$; tattosaHs Efi; Dee Stand £5; Cone £3 CAR HARK: £2. 
•LEADING TRAINERS: M Stouts 1664 (234%^ J Bony 13-107 (B.1%1 A Briley 13-125 
(«4%v B HUH) 12-64 f «8%). B McMahon 1654 (*5%L R Hannon 9-53 (mb). 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: KDariay 1677 (208%): K FaBon 12-103 (H7%X W R Surinburn 
.10-35 (2aB%L PM Eddaiy 1054 paS%L Paul Eddery 848 (88%). M HB* 9-69 (13%). 
RttFAVOURITES: 138321 (4U%). 

BUNKERS) FIRST TRIE: Abu^ood (24 Ql 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNER: Friar Hick (WO) has been salt 238 tides 

(o ml JOSEPH HELER ULY AGNES STAKES (CLASS fS| 
1^ - U 1 B) £12,000 ZYO 5f Penalty Value £7,422 MBiM 

1 1 CHAMPAGNE RIDER £4}(I9(HghgnM)Dmehp™rt8)KllcAidfleBfi JHridlW 

2 21 PBBJGWO BAY (27) (D) (J C FMwi) B M3fehcn 3 Q LNswkMl782 

3 1 Q(JBENSLAlBSTAR{19)(D)(Rfc^An5^CUi) JBenyBQ G Otar 2 98 

4 LASHKAH GOLD (J taw & S ttew) J Buy a * „..KMw«- 

5 21 OH I SAY pq (D) (G L H Ledamani R A M Lstarran! M Bel 63 IlFinttnSM 

B BOOFARI TBIES (Bodtan Stod) A BalBy 6 5 DHoMt- 

7 0 CAREOtflCKR tCarecjJ(*Lld)ABafeyB5 Pri Eddery 5- 

B 1 GOLDBI 9LCA (17) (D) (MTUge Racing) UChiraiBS TQnoq 1 96 

-BdPdaad- 

BETTWG: 7-4 Qmmmd Sm. S-1 Psra^m Bay. M Oh I &sft 7-1 PUm, 2-1 Gotta 

Ska, IM BodMIbnai, 16-1 IreMari Gold, 25-1 CaiaqUck 
1997: Darting Lady B B FW Edctary tav(RH*mort dram (I) Bran 

FORM GUIDE 

There ware oidyfivanmarB when QUEENSLAND STAR and Go ktefiS&ea won at Nsw- 
maikat and Nowbury, and oNy seven when Champagne Rider scored at Kemptori ao 
Bwy may not have achieved much In wfevang thse maiden* a* those big southern tracks. 
Just as Holy to fig«e are Panisino Bay and Oh I Say. who have won atTlvsfc and Nob 
trgham Tha fact tM Jack Bony took QuMnstand Star to Nawnerkst suggests hah one 
al fao batter sarty two-yoaMSds and ho la a haff-tkothar to the S82 NelGwyn wria; 
A-To-Z At NawfawyGofden Ska boat Aegean Fkm»(tfwd) by a wldBr nwgh than Cham- 
pagne Rider dd at Kampton and Pnrugho Bay dd at Doncaster. She also has • bit go- 
ing tor her h ihal Sheib the only wkmBr vnttiait a penalty and is drawn nett to the rat 
BUI tlw chief threat ooM be Psro^no Bajs tan a yard gora wel and whom head sec- 
ond to Rosels Treasure at Doncaster was on good ground Bee today fc. Nod ttmo out, st 
TTvsk, Rosels Ttaasue waa a threet^orter length second to Kaawwy. the same Jack 
Beny fty that beat Oh I Say * Lffigfieid Kaetmuaf won again yaetwttay and it cuidbe 
dose between Peru glno Bay and Oh. 1 Say. Sntoctinn. Ql£E7tSLAND STAR 

to yin I WILLIAM HARE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) RTI 
£12.000 3YQ1 m2f 75vds Penalty Value £8367 Bil 

Wi QAaUUJOODlZ1)pi8nxtoHUBi<*^BH*ast9^ Wtomib B - 

j 2 CAStHO CAFTWE (USA) (R E Sangria) P OapphRyam 9 0 J M5- 

3 2- DANCBP PHANTOM p5C}frflHR* U > Rid MwriMSBuleaa-WRaiktMii BIB 

4 2 HAWADETHpi)(7hmdanAIMikinin>U11egB*o9D 

5 0- MORATOMUI*(USAJ ftB7)(KAbd*BiJ HCed90 5£2??? « 

6 48M3 QUWTUS (USA) 09) & Georgs Meyn*) P C* »0--- ISfcl.S 

i 7 3SM WAV OUT YQW81 (21) /Makkun Al Maktur^ B Us 0 0 

B 655 CHASEIDWHCABJN(4«&tonMrn?0RHceBtwBd69 AMcC«BR«fl B« 

B 0 PLEASE ■**> BetofiB Hfc 89 - -^P*** 1 ~ 

O D RajABCf WON (20) (W JOedm) Btfc89 P«*E*hry2 - 

BETTING: 156 D«dno Ptnrtora.7-2 1 

m 10-1 Caetoo Capftm, 2D-1 Abtflood. 25-1 Mat* Won. Plaaaa. 1(0-1 ChaMami C»« 

1B37: Coran Fato 9 0 L DatUl (J QosdBn) darni (*} D ran 


FORM GUIDE 

There was ieaa toan a iengft between HaaredsBi and WM Out Vondar whan they were 
second and tauth to Greek Dance at Nrnnwdcat and Irti d&flcdt to know wNtfi wa coma 
cut on top hawadetowas nxlrc lor too lira Uma but Why Out Ybndert aaperienoe may 
^ve Nm toe edge on to)a very dHarent track. Wtti Greek Danca prordnant in toe Derby 
bettng, Hamadato tvxt Mtay Out \bnder command reaped, but Greek Dancer* trainee. 
Mdreal Stoute, can beat toern agetn with DANCING PHAKIOM. On Me only two year 
old start at Lkigfleid, Oanctog Phantom came i*> manat Mutamam, who went on to Ito- 
Mi third to Saratoga Springe and Mudaar In toe Group One Rachg FOatliopkyatOon. 
castae OutntuehM good hendrap tom to Ne name, but codd be ip a gdnto some useful 
colts hare. Wlto Harry Cecft horses going weB, Mora to rtom coUd aai»y do battBr than 
at Notttodwm last mrturm wtito Camno Captive to from the yard that won this race In 
1995 and toga Selection: DANCING PHANTOM 

IT -in I CHESTER VASE (&p3) (CLASS ES.OOO »KT| 
I iU l 3YO Im 4f 66yds Penalty Value £32,550 V Mi 

1 26- OSTAKTUmAGEnssj pS6i»aafll(aaar}POs^HyaTi8tl JR *12101 

2 421-2 GUUAM>m(U0lnlhd«|GV»«BB6 MHM111B 

3 00-12 RIO(SmYCm(Uclsraniora)G1MBgBBt) « Edtay 3 KB 

A 1 SBGKMAL(USUft2inffiQuWPCtmMtam61) DHertai5 SB 

5 3631-1 THE GLOWWORM (13) mpksJNCortreqBttS 6 MEddeiy4 99 

-Bdectorad— 

8E77WG.- 4-7 GuUnH 4-T OkM Mage. 5-1 TM O ow W arm. 10-1 HHgeaa R25-J SNgicrM 
697: Ikrama C&y B V J Rad 65 lar (P Qecple4^sr4GsMii (1) 5 im 

7Mb can sualy be oomUnC a toree- h oree race wkh RMRai ie y end S elg no ilal aeo- 
end strinoe to GULLAMD and Distant Mbaoe. Gdtand was made lauounto tor the Dee- 


| -ml EARL OF CHESTB1 HANDICAP (CLASS C) £25 
lu l added 3YO 7f 122yds Penalty Value £16,148 

1 65- JAZZ CUB (USAJP0MC«Sftrtht|PCdeB7 -.TOntaS 

2 876 PLANA (191 (SeMi UtoemreflJGcadBn B11 — LDMcrtB 

B 66-1 PHAGQS 0^1) (ism (Marehos Fanrijl R Qherikn B 11 TSpMWI 

4 23OT 7W DOWNTOWN fOOC (iq (GtMdNvl BUcAMm B 11 flOodseoeW 

5 22230- REQUESTOR tt99)(kNRyjn8dBMDaM4JRt2GateU 8 6 KMoaB 

6 ST- SW3UG(USA|(20ll^alSUeii|BHkB5 RflMncftlt 

7 4022- TU®LWSDPROSten'(227)(7iirtAw«dPariMton)BUBtMnB5 — MBtoaya 

B 4100- PETER'S ■N>{W1 (4 Urj Pair Foderr)J Berry 64. PfMeeytta 

9 X3M PfiQMJMPt«ufrpa)yCPwarn)BW»yfl4 RRtaten^ 

6 030*5 DB*OUnONJO(5)lj5nRiriflPBerBB4 JFEgmlSV 

11 61 QUSIOFaCOTLAIO(22)^toaVlkbe}llChUTCn82 AltocfcwS 

fi 25001- GBTOFGOLJDfiaCt (OmMGclU; AKefcwy 70 AtkCmfr/®! 

6 3051 BQDfWB PfBK (Q (BcdtjnSedLaJ) ABe*ey711 pod DWrftfM 

-Udadered- 

BErnNCfe 66 BedM PdM. 64 M*oa. 11-2 PtofrA IM SMoup. B-1 ‘RnMaead PmpKt W-1 
Qhbm 01 Staked. 12-1 TM Doredmn Fnt Jnz Chib, RequeMc 16-1 GS 01 Gold, MM ottwe 
687: Gael Ok 8 6 K Mon 52 tar (II StouM) Garni R 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A lower rkaar woUd have helped end SHFOUG It harring her Bret nn ol toe yem, but aha 
coUd make Her presence Wt along vrito PalagosandPtaoB. FotogoscoulbethBane 
they hare to ctooi as Mb drawn one vd made most at Ekjghkn mNto Plan B, who shewed 
ptoy of promtoe at twatoatae to come on tor the iw behind Ofatato N e w mar ket At- 
tocxjgh Ftenkie Dktti rode Plan B that* John Qoaden had a more tended roreier In the 
race, nmar-up Mubr*. Shtoucft Maiden win was a narrow one agekwt IMas only at Cal- 
toriefc tad shra nwda har ctobut to tos BtiS Seal at Aocor won by Rtanda from AM the 
iwrer-m gotog on to beat afield ol 20 ha Newro a ric o t Mald en . Shfouahea room tor lm- 
provemen and last yaar% top apprentice Royaton Ranch la an ancouaging choica of 
ridec TWe conpetWha horetaap baare Mr rasamblanca to the Redcar Malden in u#leh 
Bedteri Dncar beet the tavourlta, Pass The Rest and, as hob by Pips Pride. Bodtari 
Dancer vreiid hare Mad the soft grtxrt there. He can carry on Irttorwinathotnh. and 
it Maid be no surprise to aae Mn go ctoaa Ifc net aurprist^j that Jan Ctob wd to 
acU to Ma debut van at Heydodt became Nb aecond nm was Vi toe hot concMona race 
at tak won by Saratoga sprkigi and Ms toad was ki the mud at Ascot Evan wtth top 
wetahL this handcap coM be more l» sort at mca Ouaan of Seottand. eanr winner 
of thamtodan on eott ground at Kentotorvle another to condder. Selection: SHFOUG 

PRINCE OF WALES HANDICAP (CtASS C) £12,000 added 


5 22230- REQUESTOR (109} (MR|retdeUnMd JRoGmld 8 6 


THb can auaM be conaidared a ftreoheree race atfi Rjdgeway and Se^tnorial sec- 
ond strings to GULLAM) and Distant Mbaga. Gdtand was made favounlB tor the Dar- 
by alter wishtog second to Xaar In toe Creaan Slam Bid. akhouoh Xaar had to ealtla 
tor fouto to toe Oianeasi that was sfil a cradctog nn considering adand wffl come toto 
his own omrniddailBtanore Distant Mage was toed in toe Gro^) i CritartandeSdnt- 
Ctoud on hb find two-yaei^old start and It wfl be a awprise if he doesn't go doee here 
Rom three entries, Barry Ufa rafcs on The Gl ow- W orm, atoo made a pfcn to g come- 
back when hokfing off AdWes at Ep9om. THe is for tougher and toe GkwMMxni needs 
to be belter then ever to troubb Gkiand at level weigtila, but toa aama oonnaettada The 
By tuned out to be grot*) dasa aller wtontog a nusery and toe GkwJMxm ■> heedng 
In the right drectioa Selection: GULLAND 

fo Mg%\ WALKER SMITH & WAY HANDICAP (CLASS C) VTI 
£15,000 1m2f 75yds Penalty Value £10,606 Wk Sul 

1 050-26 ALMOND ROCK (1^(C I TRadnQlalJJPenatBeofiDO WR S a to b u nlO 95 

2 083*0 GROOMS GORDON (FR) (11) (l*s K J Duntop 4 9 9 — RdErJdny4 TC2 

3 0004- RARTY ROMANCE (USA) p37] (D) (Abdiah A8 B Hsrtuy4B5 WRyen7T05 

4 3601- RJWTKNAPPStpl7)(15(AE0ppertMrTKi)GV*aflg4S3 MMb9 90 

5 SSP4 ABAJANYftS} V*Meri Patera} U CMmon 48 tZ TCUmS 90 

.8 02005 !«BMOU>{M(ECEer)TBhe6Won4 89 ^ ^WhaaS 98 

7 680D~SUAI3ACH(f7)Btad6«mi)RHckdead9BB DHoMB M 

B 003088 fifEAKTNEAUBR(C0UJalnHATan)DNdik6B0 F Norton 1 04 

9 4000) RraB.COUNrrfl3)(CO)£tewtaak»Cmre4ABrey97fl DVMtftB 9 8 

6 60064 I CANT RatBCEB (18) {C} pe r GMaro F tecngj P Bwa * 7 6-A ttdMthy [3) 3 S3 

BETIINk Vi FM KaappM 96 AMeed Reck 5-1 AM^« 04 1 Cart Rarenbai u< MM TM 
Mee.7-1 Party Roman, 51 ^ooefaGordoa. 0-1 Su e krli. 20-1 RebdCocrty. 25-1 RMtaboid 
SR7: Bedr TM tfeitoS 9 1 K ftriey 52 M (M PW rtawi fit) * rat 
FORM GUDE 

FLINT KNAPPER races for toe frst Ome since Ms Newmarket wto last September, but 
tout iridt be oHeet by toa feet Ihet he ended a campaign on in ip-beat rxrta end 
pnaMaes to be bettor tola season. Two race-fit horaoB tori wi toto Rtot Knapp* bib Al- 
mond Rock, who was aecond to American Whiaper at tomptur, looks a eauid effort 
after toe wtonerfolowerMto » Newmarimt, and Aba|eny. who flMehed to from of Aknand 
FtocktotheEpaomraDewant»KayenB.AttoeatoarendaftoehandcaplslCairtRe- 
mentoer. wto van two ruaenes on We tricky track and vtoo Mhad a dose fanrto of 
IB behtod&eel Chid on this card a year aga a race to which Party Ramonactojerejuet 
one heme, i Cart Rementoerh *arti to Three For A ftuid arnwafc ahma ha Btfl has 
toe ab«ty. it remains » be seen how I Cerft Rrnnentoer oapaa on 19a flret attempt at toil 
trfe but he stayed a rrle ea a two-year old The dhtence h Ideal tor Party Romanace, 
who mqr haw nn Ms bam raos last year to defeat at Goodwood when eyng to give 21 
b to American WMepec Those tost look vifherMre at present tockxto Greom’a Gotthm. 
without a wto last yesc. and Break The Rules, who hasrfl been to the same goo d tam 
os M was before te won this race lot yeat S ele ct io n : FUAfT KNAPPER 


jT.-rw[ gYo 57 Penafty Value £a,367 

1 0644- EASTBVf PURPLE 02^ (TC ChtoXJ) R W»r97 RWrwtcn 13 

2 133*0- FMARTUafWJpreLcdBaMorgaeireBLPmaOB J WMm r7 

3 0250 MBHCARRY(24}59UMGRomatkneUQNTMdBrB1l DHmrieooB 

4 5200*5 CLASSTCLEO (19) (t? Ll EAbe^i) P EreeSfl JFEgrefl 

5 02-1 EASTER OGR. (12) (G M SmaO I Baktog 8 tl LDelkallO 

B 4TD5 MMTSWDOD (l*s 0 F Cock) R Hwrm 8 ® MEdtayll 

7 SQBU BMPBIOR NAI^gf (W) (Mn Ethos ItWtmjB Merten B2 PeAEddtoyfi 

B 34040- EASTEMUn>CD16)(0)(RMemd9i)JBeryB1 ! GCertmS 

9 2326- OHIBRUH CADET pZT) (0) QmhtoilndMrlih Lid) TEmto^rn LCMmockf 

V 6006 STAIHy fTW K XSa PMtP) faeUvrOo»n|IICaeTOi7g AUadwy4 

h 6*314- IR8WtfaDDm(JctaBniMi6lbgBnDflnrMJBBiy7ll PF«msy(^12 

« 00369 AUMAlirB WIHS LUire^OMmab 711 F Norton 2 . 


B43U- [RB MWBOfiratJdn Brim BUegw Doris) J Beny 7 n PFeaesy^12 

00369 AUJMffBf*fi|HSLUire40Mnre711 F Norton 2. 

2-2220 PHANTOM FWtG (!5) JRvy Batoy) A Baby 7 6 DNenm0>£r)14 

50060 tAKaAMIPnDEp40MNoney)DNto(fl7« AHcCmtoyABB 


Iftanre w Jflfc 7ire 6 capmitfm:HbmAM 7»5to, PfmaomRtag 7» Tb Latmknd Pride Bet 72b 
BETTING: HMD kator OtfL 9-1 Mmarer Mtwei. 7-1 CueMre CsdaL 9-1 Ckaey Cteo. 10-1 
HatfreeMl Frier TbdL »-i caox Eammn lark; SMNy Pilncare 14-1 Eastern PopK Me 

May. 20-1 Aftowtae, 25-1 IN ma nrelTl i m 40-1 1 i ti lei l Pride 
wr DsncMwriglremy 3 B 6 Dens OTUI -KM (B Meehan} rtasm 0 H ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Emparar Haheeai le a contender aftor tfa tourto to dofa st NewmarfceL where deny 
Clao waa a length every Wto and H u n t— ood 12th. Eni>eror Naheam can come on far 
tom run but Ctaaoy Ctoo has bean on the go tor some tkna tUBswood ml^it bo hUi 
enough to lha weights. The ona they al ham to beat coiid bo Easter OWL vrinnar ofa 
Beverley maiden. A lower drew would hare hataed Eestar Ogp and one tost m^it aur- 
prlea Mm m a decent price ie FRIAR TUC3C Hb bom effort wa« hia tt*ri to Halmahara, 
to a Mtod race at hfi. wham Eastern PiepM was a neck May tourto. HBbmfMOl wwd 
on to win toa Gnato line ComwaBe StaMe at Ascot and Friar Tuck mi(tot be batter at 
tois Blp. The* V ran was only Ms second to 51 and tl» Met tost ha is torero toww toon 
Sastomftjrpie grime Nmararychanca ge l art to n' TOASTUCK 


Brighton 


HYPERION 

2.20 Nice spice 2-50 SharftadarW 3-2Q Myt- 
tona Mistake 3^0 Soda Pop 4.20 Contrary 
Mary 4^0 Sylvan Dancer _• 

GOING: Good. STALLS: Im 2f 8 Im 4t - outatoe; ram - toakJa 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: htane. _ T _ ¥ , ctM _ 

•Lsh-hand. U-ahaped cousa uiareitos 

JSuXNG TOAtff^: R Hannon30-«tfa^ ^'-“? or * 27 ' 157 

SaSSSs” 

El^ifeSgBSB 

MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D)ES^00 

j 2.20 1 added 2YO Sf 59yds 

] , gp^^ 

i Si 

.t ui.- i_r rt rnkn- 77 Wto* IRWrlan. 4-1 Ntee Spire IM 


Exeter 


▼ HYPERION 

sic 5. 00 Thyng's Venture . — 

Q01WGit300d ' ni.iiinnvtn ^^crftaarr*B.ftto4n250yfc 

SSS®**®' 

7,,- m m. 083*) n«t 


r' A - gn l LAMBERT & FOSTER SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS (a) £2^00 added Im 21 

1 -21400 SHARBADAR»Ct^SDow49tt ndwae 

2 WOO BEAU BRUNO (48) DThm59B JMS11 

3 4665 raRANr(7i)(D5DCtagwe«98 MNaaamiB 

4 43*36 6SPOnO(2fl) (D) JRwceBQB G lMde Mfl 

5 RZn- BJR0UNK1HELADpt8)DBuRhal1f 98 R Price 13 

B D0J40- FAMOUS (FR) (19D) (DJ GLItoc»e59B CmtfUonki 

7 GBBONSOr{J22) JNkieBBB ACMkISV 

B OOOOO- HAR0LD0N(lS8)(D)BPeBnB998 -CWM1B 

9 000 JECT»l»HUn=(JT8)BiMrce49S PDoa»4R 

tJ -44636 NUOIfflANCHBEpeWTORflarerSaBOMOflWT 

11 24606 WXfS«««P5)pD*»J««8~ JO Wfl lT 

e OOOOO ROWU.CARUON(5 )GLUb*b88B SWMshAH 

-o 5805 ACROSSTHEWOER(lQCCyiar493 MRobmtolB 

-H 00005 FORBIARD MSS (l^e AksLJe»M493 RHegMaB 

6 03006 KWZEEpit}DBuaShR493 PPMephyPIU 

« 06002 »BSKWWaffS(giCftriB<86 MaMnp)5 

77 0- RISE ABOVE (316) RSknpeon4B3^ MGeBagharlB 

6 0006U SMIOBUISTBIp5)WGlfTilliar593JICBoutriim(7)20 

3AMMOOO(26|JBri*w983 *.0*f&2 

so 000- AEGEAN BRSZE (7 723 RFbre rS 6 7 OltoMeTO 

oenwet 4-1 a«m 5-1 SMtamuM MM M HNaf re s-i amrek 

SmAIO- 1 tamTlW 

Haroklon Keyae, 16-1 Beau ftuno,S mntol a it * r . 20-1 atMre 

I- oft I NORTHERN RACING HANDICAP 
3.20 1 (CLASS E) £4,000 added 7f 

j a 

4 S9 b-^ ftwma ll 

? 2% s^i8i!!s:!===~s-' 

7 .17445 tWTCI IMDD1 (32) (O j LSMESB9 9 J IMa M tt 

8 «W0 IMfitAXAflg) (C) VScBnB 497 •r ~ c » a * « 

q 95054 NALAOBTE p| UChamon493 8S*nefcr*2 V 

0 roL WBSl?g(Tggl?BMWhBn581 MREWI* 

roOftl AXMINSTER WEAVERS 100 NOVICE 
2.oU HURDLE (E) £3^XX) mares 2m 2f 

1 42W0 NATIVE CHARM (3MC Mcrio* B II B -lAlfcOrihr 

l MB ^axRAAte (111) D tatato 5 10 C -^.R JQhnaoo 

i 

! S5SS"hS« — S 


U 00021 SttQARDBItlflHCXnJCuBnanfiaa Rlb*a(3)7 

tt 0004- RADOVS WCE 0M6) (C) (D) U Btoshanl 7 8 TIIMb GEmon 6 

6 59500 JtMXXr(19RivanT4B1T NR>Mnf{7)9 

14 60405 BALACLAVA •• A McNaa 3 8 11 OmOIMS 

6 SA06 SW®rflEnSC(17)KBiflm4B* DSwaan*y»1 

« 4000 MRS MDOLE [WjNCHa&vn 39 B Ptofllf 

V 400404 KBfQOBPBOY(5) p) P) If F\an988 — P MoCSba (3) 13 
1 60050- Rn«PB«tfT(2iqmJM&lclByE8SCUH8reAaV 
-lldadweif-- 

BETIING: HgiGwrim. 132 Steppe s Bnm 7-1 McMMS48-1 Kkgdfp 
Bun 10-1 Hyme ns MteB to a. Peter EcSpee, ia-1 Ptdrtyklfc*, Sbwptap, 
Awt-ter, tMftfknk W MMo*o, JMUkkM M-7 tMUm, SmYSkJ- 
•aBO-lotoma 

Iq eh) ST. MODWEN HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added Im 4f 

1 1*32-0 BOLD BUSTS? (14) I Bering 6 DO SRMM0rth4 

2 /TOO- HUflOrt, OMCER (1M)(P)J 1bM4 9 T3 SMdei7 


3 64306 THU0N(13) JJarttoe49t)- 


RHegheeB 


taj»m GET R lSn5 11 H— — — — ■ 

OOKAB7lEOU6ST(l^(40»Rtlttn5lO« — I 
mo USCAI«ORBAYWJ»MM510« — 

«« — Jlr« 


3 afi22 TW |AR1 ^ [ ^ k « ftoS V»SW 8 h 7i*r A in 

r asae 

S> pf vp ft— j* K 3SS 

9 WggfcaBC3»B 

PprtyBedMtLiWMMa " 


I 

J Sol TOCT® WWWAHoteSIOIl JJ**W 

■ssjjaasifea' ss^” 0 " 

r— ALLWOaAJMKSIHIIOOHCAPCHME 
[3. 00 1 (CLASS D)£S^00 added 2m 7! IlOytte 

7 "s 

* JS ^^»OOD(WSE(*1!(WJKh09t)e WtfteitOQ 

9 SSESyTSfTMDlKBMsSfiS NWMmo 


4 01501 RANDOM KMONESS (28) nRhgam599_AMcGtoM 10 

5 00330 P0KER5CN0a(«9NCBkgMn498 SOmii»60 

B OOOOO- BOWLED OVER (154) (D)CCy*r 592 II Robert* 6 

7 5B900 IWfCEDANZa(t26(COiOMnySne)79lXl»*mfln 

9 6393-4 RCNALLBC£ND(9) RRmerBBS 0IUto>2 

9 10060 BOOAPOPfMH) (CO) G L Maxi 4 82 CndyMerrie5 

B 04901 PBCAfl^ (CO) JBridger581 GBenhrtBM 

It MSB aJNALB?T(U8A)(J6)MPDfelSie476 JMMB 

12 OOOOl- COWApaqBCutey57B JOutoilS 

Q 86B2B toUWAN DAWN (B6) (D) JAMwt87 B NAdeawB 

1# 0006 ZAALeF(UBA)(WKireWB7« MBrird(3)15 

6 0564 ffiBOtt IWGHr (K* Ito AE Johan 871) .Dde Cfeem t2 

6 30-300 OSCAR ROSE (2B)UB0fcn 57 B MHenrylBB 

-IBdedired- 

JA*mw^MfOb7)relianc*^eegffc»^5anOB*nW9b.ZMf- 
6N Ob. fttent% Krtsft 7aC 0BO*rft» W 72lL 
BETTIN& 11-2 ttendem Ktadoees, 5-1 Mta, 7-1 RqM Legato, 04 Mm 
AMrt.9-1 BpM Boeim W-1 CeMa, Poker SetaeL 13-1 KMnm Demv Be* 
hp, 14-1 RM| MNbIA ttagB DeocM Prime Demfe 1H BoatodOem; 
-Uon, 25-1 ottwra 


I ROYAL DARTMOUTH AXM1NSTEH 100 

■^1 NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4^00 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 F84FPP KB 1 ME M IM) (BQ (C) N Mtehal B 11 11 R Thornton 

2 221 PS IUnrillWp0)MiaAUI4Mflh7bt] OouMUB 

3 225923 RM8IBmr«(cfa)MBHKrtot711B GUpfee 

4 B3FTT1 COOL AB A CU CH I P CD tmOShereocd 711 B-MHkherti 

5 UP9P3P UAMWJWM JCUS71 8 — ^CUMelya 

8 8F4P5 TOMSGEAImI STAR (21)0 CartoOn 7 ATMtMeO 

7 2BSPF2 MDHNTBIPl£(103)raKaBDp7C5 GSupphR 

B OOSffP BnDTHEVa(227ltoMJonH7B4 RJoeneott 

9 623053 UnDMTR0GB(a<PP)BLM)n6t}2 Bftatof 

BPOOUUD BOWL POT SXX{c)P Hobbs 7 HI — Mr R Wiper (7) B 

n 31600 WDTNOOM(21) AJAlfcongBO JRKwngb 

■E6ra2Z2 8t88WSHtBgTf TO(^Rn djnBB0 NW hwion 

ltf*iin»flycTCM.^tetoj(fcapt*s^6:iWtoShSsfT3fj,SfcsshBfi«f 

BETMS: M Coot to A Cucaetoei; 4-1 IM MbogO, 5-1 SMtoftont 
Hyar; 31 tatta hopie, Rher Bey, 14-1 tab The TM, Keep Me In Mtod. 
MeodMey, IB-1 ReyMPatBMk, TMrt GenH Star, 28-1 Wot No Gta 

fTTwil branscombe axminster open 

1 H,W I HUNTER CHASE (H) 22,5002m 7f110ydB 

1 2-ttB Ct»BKGAift£(J3)RMsSVffccdnU23 

— — - -i I, i - MrlWkiirrmha (7) 

2 P4-1Q 1TdM0RG86MLB9(D)RBNber1l CSikJItBmdR 


1A Oft 1 NEWCASTLE CLAIMING STAKES 
1 I (CLASS F) £3^00 added 3Y0 7I 

1 20604 ZUHfKAF(13)Bktoehan8B MTMtoMBB 

2 00353 L’ESTMLE FLHBBE (2H) P Maion 8 1! SSrodaal 

3 0- AUOBNQaiNC*danBS G D an te * 4 

4 05449 BERMWAWANGLEfNIUMyneaBB— MCmretomB 

5 54060 CONTRARY MART pi) SWoodB 8 8 NDeyl 

8 HIGH CATCH J Boris 8 8 _.C leather $3 

T 234803 PEARtyffi/CENffiGBattYfiS ORNeGMeZ 

8 4-103 SCOTLAND BAY (DJRH«rmnB6 — JMwOlUIIB 

9 64825 MAGM MOABCTI (T5) J S Uoart 9 4 PPMmphyP)5 

D 00660 WUUU3rmURytnB4 j>rteetneoe7 

11 DYBS8WG Ulmer 62. A McbaBs (7) 11 

O 30660 TIC H0H0RARtE ^Qt)TO NChBtTCTa2.C Rotter 12 

BETTMCk 1»4 Cottoeyllmyi' M M«M ■MwtM.MaHM IWUEMtole 
nwte.8ecrendBa h 61 Po»V Quern, W Bmucte'Hmgto 1« otters 

nrcftl UTTOXETER MAIDEN HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added M 




1 3562 

2 33346 . . 

3 364- MAiAUSBtO) R Rests 9 11 

4 00356 I CMB3 FOR YOU (14 R HannonS 9 11 

5 000 CAAgOf»lfOamon39B 

6 30665 DOVStSOUL|BJ)PHou4ng3B8 

7 04642 QRACEJT) JUBntky494 

8 ooo- suvREBA cara end GU«b 393 

9 4036 TU»et8W(lSsDow493 
B 080400 SYlVANQANCBt 
11 02-603 KATHIES PET fit 
■E 6060 SHARP FS1XJW 

13 0064 PfECATBANI 

14 -60034 CALANDNSIA 
8 BOOM SECOND SUN t 
8 N660 MOAriNG UP T faeM 5 8 0_ 


HaBaaffiT 

— RPric* 11 
BtedaoB17 
Doa (5) 12 B 


Broken leg 
for Thornton 


j^REW THORNTON, who 
bas bad the best season of his 
career including winning the 

Cheltenham Gold Cup on Cool 
Dawn, ended the campaign on 
a low note yesterday when he 
broke his left leg just above the 
rmitie in a fall at FontwelL 

The accident came when 
Wiospit, who like Cool Dawn 
was trained by Robert Alner, 
crashed at the seventh fence in 
the handicap chase won by 
Sounds Like Rrn. The gelding 

was badly injured in the tumble 
and had to be destroyed. 

It was also a bad day for 
Richard Dunwoody, who was 
c oncusse d and stood down for 
48 hows after being unseated 
from Bay Lough in the chase, 
won by Thornton and Alner 
with GQian Cove. 

Tbny McCoy started his 24tb 
birthday with six fondled rides, 
but had to wait until the last two 
events to celebrate with victo- 
ries on Sounds Like Fun and 
Latchford. 

At Newcastle, Jason Weaver 
was on the receiving end of a 
five-day ban from the stew- 
ards. Weaver’s mount Piped 
’ Aboard, who had finished sec- 
ond to Celestial Welcome, was 


Futures market 


adjudged to have interfered 
with the winner four and a half 
furlongs from home. 

Weaver’s suspension, for ir- 


13 to 17 May and wiU rule the 
rider out of the final two days 
of York’s May meeting and the 
Lockmge Stakes at Newbury. 

At Doncaster, the ap pre n tice 
peanMemagh incurred a one- 
day ban (13 May) for careless 
riding aboard Chinabeny, un- 
placed in the claiming stakes. 

The British Horseracing 
Board’s Flat bandicapper, Do- 
minic Gaxdmer-HiO, yesterday 
issued his ratings for the 2,000 
Guineas performers and gave 
only a quite modest mark of 122 
to King Of Kings. 

■AH lean do is xtflect the per- 
formance on the day,” Gar- 
<fin er-H5fl said. “My gut feeling 
is tfia* when the International 
Classific ations come round in 
December, with a whole season 
behind us, he may well be high- 
er. Mark Of Esteem was rated 
124 on his Guineas victory but 
by the end of the season 
achie ved 133 which stamped him 
as an outstanding mBer. But only 
eight lengths centred the first 10 

horses borne on Saturday.” 


Chester Cup Handicap (2m 2f) 


topCtaaptoJItoiadarilBaPM 

Ttoaprt»(>toMteire)rentt3 

OMgtglHBSSgSS 

OMoBterUMJaftaaiflifflbl 

Fi»re[PCtog«aab) 

horn Writer p Ha w rtiretBM 

Htfi Mrigre (H GeOttriSM 

Mb — d (J DutopTOSM 

QnMaa«wi(JLE|wffriBM 

StonretnCuiaHASaiayBM) 

OwadBaMriUMMiiriirerail 

IMfcM^toJMnridwjtoggl 

OriMiMgdBrffJajiMBgig 

CptoitPCdq&Ptfi 

Laiklmi (TMaBriilf 


acrirer* gtreurttaoHh pbcer, ). Z 3, * (Owto tamoon*? 


Hw»(BriM 
Cre*W*cA Pared bn S 
■MUM Una (H Cwg 
Ctoud Cretti (CBrittre) 
Brir{SMAdbta8Uan) 

6taureg.cwm 

SbrirtBUtUAPOManA 

ManaRMrejAWw) 

,» h i | i M (JGoritoi) 


Oaks Stakes (Im 4f (0yds) 

Core VIHsmHfl U 


eoctHBya qmMrtm at*, pkew 1. Z 3 fiwn Attgt 6 JUq| 

Derby Stakes (I m 4f 1 0yds) 

Coni RMtenHM tnttnkn 


HnwafWg) 


HnadpOufapi 

Xnr(AFabnFr1 

(krefc Oreco (44 Spre) 
atyHonoma(S«fledtto Strop 

HretooadfflOBOp 

C*ri(H0ttiq 


B&HKVBquvtrfiBtxklxpteiXi 1.Z3fEfXon.Sl&irt V 9^n) 


Flat results 


DONCASTER 





220:1. 

2 Lunar Pmapactar 16-1; 3. Cotoori sm 
5-1; 2 Lady Lauren 25-1 10 ran. IV.. M (J 
Bony). Thto: an 613ft £4« Cdowl Earn 
Eoai Lady Lauren C24a DF: Eeaq CSF: 
£2W Tito: 2-46 ESSOtt 3^-t) CTCOU 
25Q: 1. EASTERN mOPHETS (PaU Ed- 
ttery) o-z, Z Btotang TTaior B-1; 3. Btan 
Ladrer 9-L 10 reu. B-1 kw Anoolman “•*" 
•L ittf 

DF: CODa CSF: 24002 Trio: CBB40. 

220:1. ASAD 

Hmafl-fta-AnricAlrO-lS 

bto Suoori UK E1SQ OF: Em 

25K 1. MOWELGA (Pat Ecktoy) fl-22 
Ckyritod FWa 8-1:3. DocktenriaUno 14-115 


uwr. B47T2. THoast ESB2DB Trio: EQQOQ M- 

mstMardtf ■ " hM i1 

425:1. 


IT-r^ v 4i -V.'n< . ^r 


B-l 7 ran. V*, 12JU Johmtonl Thto: E550; 
£2JD, ElAa Dft raja C8F: fSTS 
SBOe 1. JALAAB pPric^ 84 Ittov; 2. Foot, 
la Lady 7-1 ; X Aatrotagar 84 Jt too 12 ran. 

Ml lit (RAirno»anrtSa:€340:nsa E14Q 
Eim. df: eeaa ebab Trio: cam tak 


11-4 tor. 
Lad B-1; 3. Hop Banana ®-l; 
14-1 17 ran. 'A, hd p FelQBto) 
E2XI E2fla E28Q DF: EE50 




Hemr Goil ItocHna 1ML (J Dwtep)- 
E57D; El7a £850; E2DQ E22U OF: £8440. 
CSF: E2S87& Irieaat BlflB39a THo: «2180 
4J)5:1.B>tCHWOOOS(Of UWbarar)5- 
2 2. Mcfova 9-4 tor; 3. Smart Quoat 38-1 
11 ran. ‘A, Vh. (M Do^l Tc*k £220; Ettt 
£150 C90 OF: S3B CSR EBZ3. 7HK £80070 
435: 1. C8JBST1AL WELCOME (A CU- 
lans) M; 2. P^ad AboanI 06 tar, X Ttor- 
away 13-2. 10 tan. NK ajMm U Hemtori. 
To4#:£SB;£L50EL3QEUO DF:E23 QCsT 

rasa Tricare e»oa Trio-, rasa 

505: 1. ALrFATEH U MfeBVM) 7-4 lav; 2. 
ftoqoaaa 2-1 ; 3. Barer Sabre 9®. S ran. V 'A, 
nk. (JDuMqpl Tbtr £270; H6a r“ “* 
DF: E20araF: £525 Trio: £34a 

Bl35: 1. K2LNAMAH7YHA GJRL (O Eten)- 
arag 14-1; 2.1Mb S-V. 2. PtccreOy 81 12 
fin. 11-4 fov Sooata Mb 4. [J RBiriasl Tola: 
£1026; EUO: EZSOi G2A DF: £0510 CSF: 
£12008. Tricare £77075. Trio: £taS4ft 

* ^-Ttcsaa 

£1262 




mm 


naomcnwuuiamcEnia 

Place 8: £4445- PtacaK E28Ba 

KEMPTON 


WARWICK 

2.1B: 1. EWENNVg -MM 18-1:2. LMto 
Itovfa Star 8-1; X CiacUa7-2 tow. 17 ran. 
1 'h, 2. (J EustecaVIbto: £2520; BOX £2M. 
E2tl DF: EttM» CSF: ECSfla Trio: £1«» 
245: 1. FOBT (G PWdn) 2-1 tor; 2. AtabB 
11-e: X CNfatryS-1 15 ran. 'A. 2 (M WEaat- 
‘ v Ttoa: £360; £150. E2H £220, . DF: 
.. . CSF: EW7. Uto: E23fitt 
X1K1.PERSUNO(AClari07-i;2.Sa8- 
go 8-1; 3- Moon Gorge 7-1 ; 4. Thakaiiw S- 


j* 

W twTIWdWWgW M 


3 SM44 ABBOTSMMQTliqOGBtefillC-^-ltrJYbtngP) 

4 B?ffl CBlDWA«t£^>r7)((5PIItoKftM9B ejM»POa»vffl 

5 SSI>3fl COa AMD EASY p»K?(^JDulcsee Ell'S 

Mbs A GaKhH (7) 

6 3FtPfl DU9(r(PZ2)(P)RMMkBnilU_JffnSVfdriiy(7}V 

7 -imp MYM tol llWfflfCqreSlt O B TC t n llll-gJkAFtoartB 

fi P3MU 8iAAflD(l1}(QRJdnDiHoidloni)TinjlrSDarekffl 
9 -6E2Z 8PBTOX^ SWR(P2^^)teKH8*sl91112 

1 ,J|rC Hreri (7) 

B436P3 WAKEUPUJV(P21) (d)R¥*ktb 13 if fflStoPCoopar^ 
11 P3322 RllALBT(P3B)93))teS)tUBB7l7-ltoiS1ftreg(7) 
-11 darinri- 

BEnWttlMTTwWHcrQtwre, CgrtMiAitete, 4-1 Ccaady 0 » f . 
B-1 H4 AfirtiHyHtiB Ita, 10-1 COM Aod Gbr SBBrid. 14-1 DMAIB-I 
AUxSstara.33-1 ffpTtir iHrtejHM WaUptiri 


5 - - - 1 2.10: 1.HWDES ANSWER 01 

« nS jlSI 1 ; 2. Marta Loup ID-11 tav; a. »Mat Son 

■e 006 REAPlFOWTAMEp BR JHav tt»37 12 Jlcaa5 I g. t nrealTTAMOavraiTRaKO^ 

-TOOactena- _ _ I ptlw wan ronn nc- aana n rsp cm ai 1 

BEraNCt6inrB«TtoM*^7-lM^PraCrialai»,6llCriadFor | 

Ibu, Qnoa, CMnfcrik, 161 Saeoad &n, u-1 ctons 


[Tortl ROYAL SEATON AXBM4STER 100 ffCAP 
r ,au l HURDLE {CLASS Q £3^00 added 2m 2f 

1 4W0 DAMONS WDDY (Z7) W KCftwn DC IL~JI*Mkanaoo 

2 1R0461 AHGaXySDOUBU(2fi{qHBuckteBEO BPoret 

3 PtPSP- HKApmpBgNIteato'rtllB HBnrea 

4 3660 PHAR FROM FUWrr (3^ Q atong 7 11 7 SFnc 

5 219212 SOL MUSIC pi) J I6ng B 11 1 APMcCojr 

8 P6B21 RtCHUFE^(D)R&tofB«« -VStotoy 

7 322DS B^N0VA{»1)NlMktolMBC5'D8 C llmafi 

B TO24 LQIBAHD4C AEAi ftSSyC) J Ob 7 D 3 ITARzgnto 

9 ma- HwrrftejpSmBriB RDmawre 

0 FRB2K SUMBSE SPECIAL p)(ffl)PFtocfcai 5 tlOpaOS&ireuflO 

If 29R432 ORA«APPLAiS£«n JSrr*t6B0 Wltoratoo 

e Has cotrn«totoioaann»PHm9d9vojiTiioiMBn 

fi PSS43 CAME IMBlMAftimJMjriri 71)0 ABKhR 

N HS6S SOU7?OWR2xi<^Rftaif7»6 IfrANeteWft 

-n re d id - 

gsi}0,CouaamH&geiahfaUKm9am2Hhm^Bet£ 

Bmtlffi 61 Plii r Fro m fannRl«SalMrec. 61 Ba rit No w . 136 Rldi 

LBa, m Loodardc, 61 togStn Doriky Sttortto Spate, 161 tfhn 
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The title is history: As the Gunners celebrate their triumph, Arsene Wenger is thinking only of the. future. Glenn Moore reports 


% 



The Arsenal captain, Tony Adams, leads his title-winning side to collect the Premiership trophy at Highbury on Sunday after their 4-0 win over Everton had confirmed them as champions 


Photograph; David Ashdown ■ 


Arsenal focus on European horizon 


V • ARSENE Wenger’s 
: . face may have been 

t- t --’ r- uncommonly joyous 
' as he strolled around 
Highbury on Sunday 
afternoon but behind the smil e 
it was business as usual. 

As he took in the delight 
from North Bank to Clock End 
he was thinking: “They are so 
happy. How can I keep Them 
like that?” He said yesterday: “It 
was one of the first questions I 
had in my brain as I was walk- 
ing around the field. Thai is why 
this is a crazy job, you always 
forget to enjoy the present. 
You are always planning for the 
future.” 

In football, as in business (if 
there is still a difference), to 
stand stiD is to be overtaken. 
Wenger's fost task is to steer Ar- 
senal to success in the FA Cup. 
Then it is to decide his own fu- 
ture. He has one year left on his 
contract and has spoken, in 
the past, of leaving a foundation 
at Arsenal but then moving 


on. Even in triumph there was 
a valedictory note about his 
comments, a sense of ticking an- 
other achievement off his list. 

“I have an agreement to 
talk to the directors after the 
Cup final. We will sort out my 
future then. 1 have won other 
things but this success has the 
biggest meaning for me as it is 
the biggest football country I 
have worked in. I am proud to 
have wot something here. It was 
always my dream to work in 
England.” 

Yet even if he wins the FA 
Cup and, consequently, the 
Double, he still has something 
to aim for at Highbury, some- 
thing he has not achieved any- 
where. The man who brought 
the ideas of die Continent to Ar- 
senal now leads Arsenal into 
Europe’s Champions’ League. 

Already the big players, and 
a few less noted names, axe 
booking their place in the an- 
nual money-maker. Arsenal 
will join Ajax, Barcelona and, ai- 


Another trophy 
for the Gunners 


By Adam Szreter 
at the New Den 


Arsenal 

Croydon 


ARSENALS perfect Bank Hol- 
iday weekend was completed 
when a goal by the England in- 
ternational Kelley Few in the 
third minute of injury time 
gave them a 3-2 victory over 
Croydon in the CSI FA 
Women’s Cup final yesterday. 

Croydon opened the scoring 
yesterday, slightly against the run 
of play after 10 minutes, when 
Kirsty Pealling brought down the 
marauding Julie Fletcher in the 
penalty area and the former Ar- 
senal striker, Jo Broadhurst, 
scored from the spot 

Seven minutes later. Arsenal 
were level. Julie Darby was 
dispossessed by Rachel Yankey 
whose cross foil invitingly for 
Marieanne Spacey to attempt a 
spectacular volley, but she com- 
pletely miscued. The ball 
looped up agonisingly beyond 
Louise Cboper in the Croydon 


goal and in off the far post. 

Arsenal stepped up a gear at 
the start of the second half and 
were rewarded with another 
bizarre goal in the 52nd minute. 
Yankey, put through by Vicki 
Slee, seemed second favourite 
in the race for the ball as Cbop- 
er came off her line but the 
Croydon keeper missed her 
kick and Yankey was left with 
the simplest of tap-ins. 

Three minutes later, though. 
Cooper's opposite number, 
Sarah Reed, hammered a clear- 
ance straight at her own de- 
fender Carol Harwood and 
Hope Powell was on hand to 
steal an equaliser. 

Thereafter, Croydon looked 
the more likely winners, but with 
time running out Spacey’s 25 
yard free-kick was parried on to 
the bar by Cooper and there was 
Few to bundle the ball over the 
line. 
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most certainly, Juventus, in the 
group stages along with Porto, 
the unexpected German cham- 
pions, Kaiserslauteo, probably 
Lens and possibly Real Madrid. 

If Real foil to beat Juventus 
in this season’s final on 20 May 
they will need to win a tense 
race for second place in Spain 


to join Manchester United, 
Bayern Munich, Bobby Rob- 
son's PS V Eindhoven, Graeme 
Soilness' Benfica, probably In- 
ternationale, and others in the 
qualifying round. 

It is an impressive array and 
Wenger reluctantly accepts that, 
as Manchester United have 


found, his team will need 
strengthening if they are to 
maintain a challenge at home 
and abroad. 

“I am happy with the play- 
ers I have and am more inter- 
ested in keeping them than 
buying others. But you do need 
a big squad to do well in both 


competitions, the Champions’ 
League takes a lot of energy.” 

Wenger said he believed Ian 
Wright would stay at the dub 
and also expects more from his 
young players. “They will im- 
prove through the high level of 
competition,” be said. 
“Nicholas Anelka, for example, 


Arsenal’s opponents in the Champions’ League next season 


Thee*act ni^up! for th& 
Champions? League wit net be! 
known until ’the other do- 
mestic leagues fkfefi.and the 
EuropeanfinaJs are conclud- 
ed Uefa then dnawup a rank- 
ing- order based on results 
over the last five years’ Eu- 
-ropean competition and 
whk^ areusu^fomkilated 
to ensue the, biggest tatevi- - 
sion markets can enter two 
teams In the c o mpetition. . 

: One of these Is seeded 
straight into the 24-team 
gfoup stage and the- other is/ 


given a qwdfyingtte against ; 
the champions 1 of /A less : 
favoured nattari-Thanksld the 
previous good form of Engr 
Bsh ekfos, and the pockets of 
■ TTVJhis means AreeriaJ wi be 
seeded . while Manchester 
.Urifeed wfl be in the knock-out 
stagB against the champions 
of the Ekes of Norway, Bek 
glum, Austria and foe 16 qud- 
ifiers from the fi^.quitffyinig 
round.' . ’ . 

That round, to be pteyed'n - 
; July f is where the eframpipre 
of the Faroes Islands, Moklo- ■ 


va, Ati9rba|an, Wales, North-, 
em IreteHid foe Repubfic of Ire- 
land '.arid either Celtic or 
_Rangars come ia . : 
PROBABLE UN&UP 
Seeded straight Into Cham- 
pions’. League: Juventus, 
Baroeloha, Arsenal Kaiser- 
statiten, Ajax, Porto, Lens or 
Ntetz, plus Real Madid (if they 
wfothisyearis final) or Spar- 
tak Moscow. 

Seeded Into flnaf quafifynrg ' 
round: PSV Bndhcwen, Ben- 
fica, Bayern Misiich, Man- 
chester Uritec(foterna^^ 


Lens dr Metz* Bruges,; 
Olympiakos, Rosenborg. 
Hedmsted, GalatesaraySturm 
Graz, the champions' of Den- 
mark (probably BroncfoyX plus 
tiree from the Spanish ■■tin*-. 
ners-up{passtoly FtealMackfc^ 
Spartak Moscow. Rotor Tfol: 
gognad and Sparta Prague. 
Pre-qualifying \ round: 
Champions of al other coun- 
tries nducfrxjScqtiand (Celtic 
or Rangers), WaJes (Barry), 
Northern k^and(C&ftonvffle) ' 
and the Repubfic of IreJaid (St 
Patrick^). 


is quick to team. He will be a 
great player.” 

Arsenal have money but 
buying players will not be easy. 
The side is very well balanced 
and anyone good enough to 
strengthen it may disrupt both 
tbe pattern and the wage struc- 
ture -which tends to afEect team 
spirit, so vital a component in 
their success. 

"Wenger believes the defence 
can continue to defy tbe years 
but he is sure to look for morq 
young players, like Matthew' 
Upson, who can be slowly in- 
troduced Into the side. More 
cover is required elsewhere but 
do not expect him to sign the 
unknown who becomes a star in 
France this summer. 

“The Wbrid Cup is the worst 
place to buy players, the com- 
petition is so different Ijprefer 
to see players at their dubs,” he 
said. Several are already under 
consideration. 

Although Arsenal won the 
European Cup-Winners’ Cup 


under George Graham in 1994 
and were runner-up tbe fol-" 
lowing year, they donot have a - - 
good record in the stronger' 
Champions' and Uefo Caps. M . 

Tbe ’S9 champions did not” ' 
enter due to the post-Heysel 
ban but the *91 vinfoge went out 
in the second rouncL compre- 
hensivefy outplayed at home by 
Benfica. 

: Having gone ont of last 
year's Uefo Clip in the first 
round, beaten home and away 
byBorussiaMQndiengladbacfa, ' 
they surprisingly fell at the 
same stage this season against 
PAOKSalonfta. 

The decisive factor in both 
these ties may havebeen the ab- 
sence of Bagkamp from the 
away legs. 

The Player of the Year is still 
to- overcome his fear of flying 
and Arsenal’s progress may de- 
pend on tte draw. Ajax, Bruges, ' 

and Lem? No problem. Spar- 
tak Moscow, Olympiakos and* 
Galatasaray? Oh dear. 


Black humour prevails in City’s latest demotion 


IN THE media suite at Stoke’s 
Britannia Stadium on Sunday, 
a former Manchester City play- 
er delved into Maine Road's 
thick anthology of black humour 
as he reflected on their relega- 
tion to the third grade of Eng- 
lish football. 

Ruefully he recalled a joke 
from when City lurched be- 
tween the old First and Second 
Divisions in the 1980s. Peter 
Swales, then Lhe chairman, has 
a black-out and is taken to the 
Northern Hospital “Where are 
we?” he asks on coming round. 
“The Northern,” replies the 
nurse. “Bloody hell,” says 
Swales, “what happened to the 
Third and Fourth and VauxhaU 
Conference?” 

Neither Swales, who has 
since died, nor the fans who 
called so vociferously for his 
head could have imagined that 
City would soon be a division 
below Crewe, Buiy and Stock- 
port. Or that derby day would 
see them stepping out at Mac- 
clesfield or Wigan rather than 
Old Trafford. 

This, after all. is a club who, 
within tbe past three decades, 
have won the League champi- 
onship, FA Cup and League 
Cup, as well as the European 
Cup-Winners' Cup. A Man- 
cunian institution so deeply en- 
trenched in the people's 
affections that when they 
clinched promotion from the 
old Second Division in 1985, the 
gates were shut with 48,000 in- 
side. 

Locating exactly bow and 
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when the decline started is al- 
most as difficult as establishing 
where it will all end. Some ar- 
gue that the rot set in a quar- 
ter of a century ago, when the 
Reds went down and the Blues 
wasted the chance to become 
the city’s top team. 

The weakness of such logic 
is that it defines City, whose ap- 
peal is traditional and parochial, 
purely in relation to the na- 
tionally and globally popular 
United. While the fact that 
City last won a trophy in 1976 
appears to pinpoint the begin- 
ning of their slide, the theoiy 
overlooks the extent to which 
the club later reasserted their 
place among the £lite. 

In both 1991 and '92, City 
finished a respectable fifth in the 
top flight. A year later, when 
United ended 26 years of hurt 
by w inning the inaugural Pre- 



Phil Shaw looks at the muddled 
thinking behind a Mancunian 
institution's unprecedented fall 


mier League, City came ninth 
(one place above Arsenal). Yet 
it was within that period of rel- 
ative success that the seeds of 
Sunday’s sorrows were proba- 
bly sown. 

The first major blow was the 
defection of Howard Kendall 
a manager then at the peak of 
bis powers, back to Everton in 
1990. The second was Swales’ 
panic decision to sack Peter 
Reid, who had built promisingly 
on Kendall's legacy, after City 
gained only one point from 
three matches at the start of 
1993-94. 

Reid's exit unleashed frus- 
trations among supporters 


which Francis Lee exploited. He 
finally became chairman at the 
start of 1994, but the “Forward 
with Franny Campaign” now 
looks like a bitterly ironic title. 

If things were bad then -City 
lay 20lh in the Premier League 
though they still had players like 
Quinn, Curie, Lomas, McMa- 
hon and Coton - Lee’s reign 
makes Swales’ 20 years resem- 
ble a golden age. A member of 
City's championship class of 
*68, he never had the financial 
muscle needed to keep pace 
with United et al. 

Lee's judgement was often 
poor. His appointment of his 
friend Alan Ball, a manager 


who promptly lived up to his 
reputation for taking teams 
down, was bad enough. But one 
tragi-comic episode was in- 
variably superseded by anoth- 
er; although Frank Dark 
initially made progress last sear- 
son after becoming City's fifth 
manager in four months, he 
spent badly. 

Joe Rqyie, brought in before 
Lee's resignation in February, 
could not keep them up despite 
a 5-2 win at Stoke. He has al- 
ready hinted at a summer of up- 
heaval “There will be some 
soul-searching and big deci- 
sions made... about the staff, 
future planning and the players 
who’ll be here next season -and 
those who won't.” 

Sadly, the latter category 
includes the Ajax-bound Geor- 
gi Kinkladze, around whose 
mercurial talents a succession of 


Manchester City- 11 years at ups, downs and downs 
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managers have tried to build a 
team. With a staggering 54 pro- 
fessionals on the books - many 
on fat Premiership wages - the 
Georgian is the least of Royle’s 
problems. One high earner, 
Nigel Gough, has spent the en- 
tire season in the Pontius 
League: 

Yesterday, as the Maine 
Road 30,000 fooed up to the re- 
ality that C3ty will be joining the 
local non -League hopefuls in 
the first round of the FA Cup, 
not to mention playing in the 
Auto Windscreens Shield, Lee’s 
successor David Bernstein of- 
fered them a “dear and un- 
equivocal” apology. 

In a message to supporters, 
he said: “For the best pan of 
two decades you have had to 
put up with a total lack of suc- 
cess, culminating in two rele- 
gations in three years. Failure 
over such a period is inexcus- 
able and can not be explained 
by bad luck or chance, partic- 
ularly by a club with our sup- 
port and resources. The dub 
have constantly reacted to 
events and have not been 
helped by frequent changes in 
personnel” 

City now had a “hands-onk 
high-quality board", detei^ 
mined to reverse tbe culture of - 
calamity. “We ask for your con- 
tinued support,” Bernstein con- 
cluded, no doubt with an eye on . 
season-ticket sales. Yet with a 
manager bent on a dear-out and 
a chairman promising stability 1 ,' ' 
things may get worse before 
they get better. 


HaMK Tbmn FQ. Bnrt DfvMmc Coxrtryv 
Grenaby pi Saeoad DMafon: 

Ytaifc (715J. I —giia Cup IVnab StaHWd 
v Hottiertiam {TO} 

AVON INSURANCE COWMIOTON Uni ». 
vMok Anenal » Wfettond (2J3» (atMQhburf), 
Oartmv-a «a nhan i; S ci ua »n BonvMA»at 
DEAN CLOVER TESTIMONIAL: Eton VWo v 
Aston V*a fM5) 

Rugby Union 

WELSH runONALUMOUEHitf DMatoo: 
Raclowod v Treoitihy (S34; Pontypod v 
Scuth Wales Potea pro); UWIC v Abanawy 

Other sports 

BADMMTON! Brush Orand Stem finals <ai 
NorMcti Sports viaga}. 


ON SATURDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 2/5/98. The winning numbers: 2, 4, is, 24. as 49 R nn ..« » 
TbtalSgJes^OTS 451. Prize Fund: £26.13^.40 J(45%o ( ti ckPt 


NO. OF WINNERS 


Match 6 tJachpol) 


Match 5 plus bonus ball 


Match 5 


Match 4 


Match 3 


, TOTALS , 

Ton* SOiM IneAHffn* Inslonla ona WodncatoY Dim: £105 JJ6.J77. 
Total woak'f ooottflwtkw to OooU Canw £28.600.000. 

inr I'.inrf.nijRi 'atcifli; 



oup Hn SWS must be 16 or over. 


the NATIONAL LOTTERY" 


— — ' ~ ^ ,h ° ■ tola compurn, ^ ^ 


& 









27/SPORT 


THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 5 MAY 

27 


■-J 


Jay h ^-u D 


' s ^ctcrys 


Of> song 


Football 


By Derick Allsop 


restore their self-respect 


Manchester United 

Leeds United 


THE wake turned into a state- 
ment of defiance and rebirth, 
Manchester United resuming 
life as former champions with a 
victory that will help soothe 
ibcir yeiy public grief. 

ljfteds United, ostensibly 


vidcd the perfect opposition in 
the circumstances. The histori- 
cal hostility between the teams 
and their supporters tossed in just 
the required dash of spice. 

Leeds were three down be- 
fore Gunnar Halle was dismissed 
in the 61st minute for a second 
bookable offence and were for- 
tunate not to concede as many 
again as they succumbed to 
United's late exhibition. 

The inquests have long since 
established complacency as the 
cause of United’s demise in ihe 
Premiership these past months, 
although they were not alone in 
assuming no team was capable 
of mustering a genuine challenge 
to their championship status. 

The restructuring was effec- 
tively underway last evening, ev- 
idence of their intent presented 
to a disillusioned gallery on the 
pitch and off it Self-respect lift- 
ed United’s players out of any 
trough of self-pity and their 
performance was sufficient to 
suppress George Graham’s mys- 
teriously uninspired ensemble. 

Jaap Stain, the Dutch central 
defender due to sign for Unit* 
ed today in a £ 10.5m transfer 
from PS V Eindhoven, watched 
firo W the stand, along with his 
wife and a couple of agents as 
United took a two-goal lead and 
command by half-time. Stem, 
who is f ulfilling a life-time's 
ambition by coming to Old Traf- 
ford, unashamedly soaked up 
the atmosphere and attention 
like a starry-eyed schoolboy. 
“When you watch games here 
on television it gives no im- 


pression of how fantastic it is," 
he said. "It is much more intense 
than I realised." 

He was less taken hy Leeds. 
“United were good, but you 
have to say this was not a good 
Leeds team." 

L eeds' reliance on Siam's 
compatriot, Jimmy Floyd Has- 
selbaink, palpably Smiled their at- 
tacking options. Much of Leeds’ 
threat to jei another Dutchman, 
Raymond van der Gouw, play- 
ing in the United goal so that fil- 
ler Schmeichel may take an 
overdue rest, was from distance, 
only Hasselbaink's late shot 
causing real discomfort. 

United’s early play still 
lacked the fluency that once 
seemed second nature yet was 
incisive enough to give them the 
ascendancy. A demonstration of 
that cutting edge produced a 
seventh-minute lead. 

Gary Neville's determination 
won a 50-50 tackle on the right, 
he sprinted to the line and 
chipped back the perfect cross 
for Ryan Giggs to convert with 
a glancing header. 

Then Teddy Shcringham was 
beaten to Irwin's centre by the 
climbing lan Harte and refer- 
ee Willard awarded a penalty. 
Nigel Martyn chose to dive to 
his right, Irwin placed the ball 
to his left, and the contest was 
effectively over in 31 minutes. 

In the 58th minute, David 
May and Martin Hiden com- 
peted in the air, the ball fell to 
David Beckham, who drilled a 
low shot between Martyn's left- 
hand and the near post. 

Ferguson seized the oppor- 
tunity to give Brian McClair per- 
haps a final fling in the 
Premiership and Wes Brown, a 
central defender, a first sample 
of the big league. The youngster 
was welcomed to the fold in 
time-honoured fashion by Halle, 
who was duly sent on his way. 

UamhMUr Untied M-4-E) Van Dor Gouw; 
G NwHo, May (Brown, 58). PsCstat Irwin (P 
Nflvfc M); Bedtharrv Butt 



Crash landing: Nicky Butt (left) takes a tumble as he collides with Leeds* Martin Hiden yesterday Photograph: Allsport 

Sacchi for Atletico spells sack for Antic 


. 58}. RaSstat Irwin (P 
Butt SchcteE, Gcas; 
Cta£ 3$. Substitutes 


Cota, Sberin^«*n (UcCtatt 56). Substitutes 
not umcfc Beg, Mtfryna 
Loads United "(4-1 -4-1): Martyn; Kefly, 
Wathoral. f-|6sr (Hoptdn, 58), Harte fitobai- 
son, 72); Radebe: HaHe, Haorfand, Bowyet; 
Kamel; Haasetoart. Substitutes not used: 
Seenoy (gk) Waiaca. Jackson 
Rotaras; G WUaid {West Sussex). 


THE FORMER Italian na- 
tional team coach, Arrigo Sac- 
chi, will replace Raddy Antic as 
the coach of Atletico Madrid 
next season, it was announced 
yesterday. 

Tbc Spanish dub’s presi- 
dent, Jesus Gil, said Sacchi 
would take over, although some 
points of the contract still have 
to be resolved. Saachi, who 
coached the great MDan side of 


the late 80s and took Italy to the 
1994 World Cup final, has been 
on a sabbatical since resigning 
last season after a second spell 
at Milan. Antic led Atletico to 
a Spanish league and cup dou- 
ble ini 995-96 but since then has 
been unable to find success. 

Alain Giresse was yesterday 
named as the new coach of Paris 
St-Germain. The former French 
international midfielder will 


replace the Brazilian, Ricardo, 
from next season. Giresse is ex- 
pected to sign a three-year con- 
tract with PSG. 

The Brazilian midfielder 
Juniriho is fit enough to be in- 
cluded in Brazil's World Cup 
squad, the national team doc- 
tor said In a newspaper inter- 
view yesterday. 

The former Middlesbrough 
player made his comeback for 


Atletico Madrid on Sunday af- 
ter a three-month absence with 
a broken leg. 

The Argentine captain, 
Gabriel Batistuta, may have 
played his last home game for 
Fiorenlina after revealing be is 
ready to leave the Italian Serie 
A club. Batistuta has had a dif- 
ficult relationship with the 
Fiorenrina president. Vittorio 
Cecchi Gori. 


Henman’s confidence on clay grows after picking off Apell 


Tennis 


TIM HENMAN enjoyed a 
breakthrough of a kind on day 
yesterday when he won his first- 
round match at the German 
Op<w in Hamburg, one of the 
Me "edes Super Nine events. 

The British No 2 and world 
17 stormed past Jan Apell of 


Sporting Digest 


Dalton makes 
slow progress 

Sailing 

SLOWLY but safely the Whit- 
bread fleet avoided any snarl- 
ups in Chesapeake Bay and set 
out into the Atlantic for the 
eighth-leg run to La Rochelle 
yesterday, writes Stuart 
Alexander from Annapolis, 
Maryland. 

John Kostedri gave home- 
town supporters a boost as he 
kept George GoUins’ Baltimore- 
h|sed Ches&ie racing in .front, 
iSf only just. Grant Dalton re- , 
covered from a horror shew start I 
and capitalised on the perfor- 
mance edge which Merit Cup 
has in lighter, flat-water condi- 
tions, pushing up to within 200 
yards of Chessie. 

Also looking less than glam- 
orous in front of a huge spec- 
tator fleet in Annapolis was Paul 
Cayard but he, too, recovered 
to pull EF Language up to 
third as the first seven were 
bunched over 23 miles, with 
Paul Stnndbridge in Dennis 
Connor's Toshiba Dext 10 J ast ’ 
four miles behind. The Nether- 
lands*lqy Heiner brought up 
the tail, 6.6 miles astern. 


Sweden 6-3, 6-2. It was only 
Henman's second victory on his 
le^st favourite surface thissea- 
son. Britain's world No 5, Greg 
Rusedski, has failed to win a 
match on clay this year. 

Also through are the former 
French Open champions. 
Michael Chang and Sergi 
Bruguera. Chang, the 1 1th- 
seeded American, needed three 


Athletics 

UNITED STATES MEN'S CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Pittsburgh): i K Bmnfly (US) 2ftr®nin3iwg 
i A Vlguoraa (US) 2:14:31; 3 D Morris JJJSl 
£B:S2. Woman’s mem 1 AGotyamowj fltow 
238:48; 2 T Ivanova (ftjs) fc41:4& 

CVS CLEVELAND MARATHON: Mam 1 J 

s’tterttn^ 

Mum 1 TFOaMatraa (Uto) SOttS; 2Z So- 
manova (Hurt 231 :49;3A»to«wwfc333a 
10km nccMan: 1 K Khsmouch (US1 0»T*1 
31B0C. WbfDSK 1 H Kknaqio (Non) 

Badminton 

Sara Santay and 3a Mtes have 
baan teft out of Eng/andS squad for 
the Uber Cup finals in Hcrg Kong tram 
15 to 24 May Wowing a pubic argu- 
ment during the European Oampt- 
onsNps in Sofia two vwwte ago. 


sets to overcome David Prinosil 
of Germany 6-4', 3-6, 8-Tura 
battk between two-wild cards. 
Bruguera" - defeated fellow ' 
Spaniard Jacobo Diaz 6-2, 6-1. 

Chang who was out of action 
in March with a knee injury, lost 
his concentration in the second 
set, losing the last four games. 
But be bounced bade immedi- 
ately in the third, breaking Pri- 


nosTs serve and jumping to a 4-1 
lead. 

- Prinosil saved two match 
points with service winners but 
Chang converted the third with 
a forehand winner. “I am just 
about 100 per cent,” Chang said 
of his fitness. “I\« teen fortunate 
in my career that I've had few 
major injuries.” 

Top seed Pete Sampras end- 


BKSBnWttiAJ 

+148&kea:3R 


Honda Accord 
_. .I»S40+17B£ 
Laguna +23DR KM 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 0OS®n 2 1 ; OemB- 

tand 10 'fcfrpa Bay ft Bontnom 2 MtorwaotjO: 
NV ShrtmtalO Ttapn ta 6Qak- 

bnd 3: Swmto ■» Dam# ft CWeago WN» Bt* 
BAnanaSn l 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Florida 1 San OtagoO; 
S»i RwSaco « Atlanta 3; Uarttwd 4 Arfonn 
+ BhiartstaHaS Hartal 3; Los Ag^'C ratt- 
iBAGolorBtlOJSCSiceiiiSiBI®- 


a s> La* 8 Chicago Cubs & 

Basketball 

Ewtam Cwtfsranos tirM 

raw *2). Sacondreond: CttcatpaaP wtoro 

wtn 92 »; Utah 84 Houston 
wiisw&JWV 


mgs 


Bowls 

JWbtj*or(Nomw*rion)2T-S:JBorWCIt 


HOUSTON C 
final aeons 

«l BB 70 73 84. 277 J Maggert 
278 F Couples 72 68 70 «»8 D Hart 70 7Z 
70 87: L Jaman 68 89 T1 7U 280 J Holy Tl 71 
70 Gfl; 0 Stockton Jr M 7T 07 SB; H SWton 50 
73 89 SB; D Foreman 88 70 88 M. 281 S Ames 
fTrtn) 72 68 71 TO 281 S Kendal 73 72 70 87 
403 S Bosch 75 71 88 68; B Hooh 88 78 73 
68: J Huston 71 89 73 70: J Quant 70 72 71 
70; F Langhwn E8 » 71 7Z Sotactad: 289 K 

Notan Dri) 70 78 78 7L 290 R Goughian tW 72 
737372. 

US LPGA TOUR TnUHOLDEM CHANPL 
ONSHIP maytena Baach. W Laadhtg fcM 
■ (US utfMS ataJmtft: 278 D Ammscca- 
7D68 B77\ Z77 M EsW B871 8989 27* 
67 08 89 73 278 C Koch 
C Johnson 88 88 73 71 381 C 
09 687*70; D CofrJonas pan) 
85 70 W 72; E DahWI {S«4 6671 71 73; LKara 
(Can) 71 88 87 75; D Arutona 70 68 68 7& 182 
C Sorenstam Owe) 7D 7388 7L Offcast'S SBtfl- 

Mttk 70 71 7370 28 S S Lom 71 72 71 71 28* 
H Dotwon 60 70 » 73. 2*7 C MMhaw 70 70 78 
72. 288 J Moocte71 8973 75.288 J Mortay 71 . 
72 73 73 290 K Maahll 71 72 78 n 291 L Hachr 
noy 66 73 81 71 

Ice hockey 

►M- Pa w a BsHiaMiMidi C aM a mC o tSa— e a ; 
Wtertno®naB5ew2WjMNtf*igQriij*7Aa» 
,+sawn aeffaa 4^; MomreM arftWxstfi o 
(tiofumol win fiaaKdaanen aarias 4-3J. m+- 
omQ>ntw«iiKDa«*6Pht36nfa2(DBBo*»*i 
bssu^aami aorisa +3). 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP Pool Ai Qnoup C 

Motorcycling 

MOTOR CYCLE NEWS BRITISH SUPER- 
BIKE CHAMPIONSHIP Fifth laptlN 
ua4Hnta cadMvs Boost Yamaha 22n*i 




. Msaan muera (MapanAnti 
. 8 Y Mtfar (Fri M A4 +-&791; 7 P 
Koc frWi) Hondh Acecnl +EDB8; 8 WHw KB) 

ktondeo 19640; B T Harwy tGB) Psu- 

000(408 +22463 : 10 J Shttfrta tin AuflM 
+Z36fl Mom l*r. D LaMa (GW Maaan 
Mnara n*i tUMBsac (m apeod 9ai7h®hj. 
SWh mnd (SB taps; 70JS8 n8aM: t UhBb 
43r*i 60H94H9C 0 m speod BMtnpn] ; 2 Manu 
+6268aao; 3 CWand +195*2: 4 Thompson 
' * " . . ' im+ww; 

Masan Primara +522S5;7 Ry- 
— 8 □ Mbrwtck (GB) Vtaadad Vao- 

tm +39920; 9 Nia) +40132. lOMlflBr +43889 
Faalaat kfe Leole tnn 1M84aao Cm spaed 
S055mph). Champton ah k) Main8nga: Drt- 
M 1 Thannpson 50pts; 5 Rydsl S2; 3 Rtto 
50;4CMand48;0Mem42'.8LaNta3&Nan- 
id* — — : 1 Hanau* 69: 2 Nhsan SB; 3» VM- 
vo Honda SB; B VaiM 64; 8 Fort 33. 
FORMULA RENAULT SPORT CHAUPf- 
ONSHip (Donkigion Part) TMn! round: 1 A 
Coafco (Bml Itua 2»r*i^ 0U78sec 2 V Mata 
+«MS9ac;3MBooa!(tS) 
Wn CNaman +18796; 4 R Ken- (OB) "Bams 
+212C& B P Edwards (US) Takw +34321 

AMPIONSHb' 

RanaMt 'Qtnki 
Tbyota 
44;4J 


ed his four-year drought on day 
by holding off die second seed, 
Jason Stolteuberg of Australia,. 
6-7, 6-3, 7-6 in the final of the 
AT&T Challenge in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on Sunday. 

Sampras, who regained the 
world No 1 ranking last Mon- 
day, won his second ATP Tbur 
title of the year and 54th of his 
career, but his first on clay 


Rallying 

CORSICA RAU3I Xaadng poMBona (altar bat 
dart: 1 C MeflaajGB) Svbuu »ipan JhrSnti 
■teSaoc: 2 F Dalacour (Ff) Peugeot 306 
+207MC; 3 P Lktt) (IQ Subani knonna +238; 
4 0 SNnz IBM Hivota Conda +328; 8 B TNiy 
fflaO ftfd Escort +3S2r»DAurW (Fil Tbyata 
CanM 44«:T0 PsrtiaJ (Ft) Rwgeotafe +BW; 


SRBums 
(Bn) Fort 
ro*i +2--072 


JKaNdaxan 

+1KS8: M»P BugalaM P) C8- 


since the 1994 Italian Open. 

“It’s nice to win a title, even 
though peopJe say it’s green day 
and it’s faster [than European 
red day]." Sampras said. “This 
was the slowest week of day IVe 
ever played. It was great confi- 
dence builder,” added Sam- 
pras who is still looking for his 
first French Open title, the 
only Grand Slam to elude him. 


Table tennis 

EUROPEAN CHAWMNSMPSr (BnSwwm, 
Natljfc Mania aintfaa; fbafcVSvmralBrt# 
btZPrimcrae (Cloa) 21-w 21-«21-H Wowatfa 
a ln ja a , floa t : NXLhn btT Boron (Croa) 
21-1421-1717-21 21^8. 


Tennis 
CZECH wars OPEN 

F Malgart (8 tq) fat S ~ 


Rugby League 


OHM CQ 32. BranNy fS» 8a OMmb tiSa 
Bericar, Dwtes. 5x3i. Lmda, Martndala. 
PiascatL Roma; Goals Oarioaa 2. fiomlw: P 
GUxn & Km 2 Mdcfam Z GcUan, S rtch- 
las; Goals: K Smith 7^921) 

Rugby Union 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE 






Motor racing 

AUTO TRADER RAC BRITISH TOURMQ 


2222JDZ7;3S 
22ZH242; 4 J 






ChanuionaMsstandEiga MAarata kssmW}: 
1 Bamcid BBots; a OCtynaa 7^ 3 Bull 51; 4 
M^HribarteU (ta) 53: S Hutfiss 91; B Spanca 


Football results 


FA Carting Premiership 

Man Utd » 3 Loads (0) 0 

QiggsB 55787 

Irwtipen 31 
Bacwann SB 

Laada' Qunntr HaOe-tent off, 62 
CM Vhuxhall Conference 
Spalding Challenge Cup final 
Second leg 

WfoMng 1 Morac am ha (Q 1 

Hay 53 CurtiaBS 2D4S 

Alter vfia time, 2-2 on aggregosi: More- 
cambo w*7 4-3 on penoiibe 
UNJ JET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE FTral W- 
vMaic Eaatbouna ‘tawi 2 Sataayi: Hsloham 
Totm a Lanpay 0: Httcodn 2 MM Oak a 


Ha 27 Laicas&r KX 

TOP TWO P W 0 L F A Pta 

Saraoona 21 17 1 3 541 3» 3S 

N a maat la 20 v 0 3 sen 3E2 M 

RBMAINMG FOCnmES-Sancertk: 14 May v 
Nontempacin (HJ, W— ant 11 May v Bath . 

(H);l7MayvledaquinBW . 
Speedway 

PfffIMER LEAGUB: Raadhg 52 GMagow 38 
PRSflER LEAGUE CUP*. Enter Jfi N ewport 
3Z 

aiTE LEAGIE pawtefi 8i Swtndon 29. 


SCREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE Ptenriar DM* 
aton: Brid^ert 6 Bktebrt 0 
VHNSTCMEAD KENT LEAGUE FkstDMMom 
FMnham 1 Cray 1 : Gkaensrich 4 Deal 0; Chat 
ham J Tftamaamaari 2 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION FM H- 
vMan: Brighton Z Own 3 
PONTINS LEAGUE Pramter DMMok Back- 
bean i Aston VBa l 

LEAGUE OF WALES GBbart Cup finak B«v 
gorOty 1 Barry Tbwnl Prat. Barry win 5-ton 
pemUmat. 

MAJOR LEAGUESOCCSI: Mart Fusions Cot- 
orrtto Rsptda 2; WaaNrmton DC Utd 3 CHca- 
go Fi* T; Tfcmpa Bay Mudmr 0 Mar WaWNaw 
£say MscmSnvB 1; Maw Bigland n awj faH on 
3San Jose CMh t 

CSI FA wouars CUP Final: Araanal 3 Cmy- 
dan 2 (arMOMO. 


GERMAN MEfTB OPEN (HMBtwrg) 

M maafe w Fanate sm bu Stamartr* 

8-4 &2; S Schahen (Naln) IX M Rosaat 

6-2 1-0 rac T Muamr (Alb) bt AFortaa (Sp) 6-2 
6-0; S Bruguera (Sp) taJ Diaz (5^ 6F2&-1; N 
Escudo (fi) bt J Atom Cap] 6-4 7-6; R 
Rttrtjeiu (Audbt M FBppM (Drag) 83 67 B-4; 
T Kerman (CSjbt JAprt MMB-K M 
Otono (USJ H 6 Pltooai (G& 8-4 W 8-1; H 
AmriTMort fat A Gauctonzl (MM 7-a F Ctoat 
H M Gortnar (Qeo 642-6 8-4; E ANaraz 
6-1 7-5: F Sartor? /RJ U 

.FMartfcPplMORaou* 

(Ft) 8-4 roc F Doautt (Baft bt F Vtoano 7-6 6-4 
DAWS CUP EorWAfatoen xom Urat round 
(AfakfM * Coaatif fwry Ooaat far Egypr32. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of extras 
extneeded by Leicester- 
shire - a record for the 
competition - in their 
Benson and Hedges Cup 
cricket match against 
Warwickshire at Grace 
Road yesterday. 


Saracens 
disrupt old 
order with 
new money 


THIS is the season when the 
rugby world has been turned 
upside down. I do not refer 
to the dispute between the 
Rugby Football Union and 
the Pwgfeft dubs, with the in- 
ternational board under Ver- 
non Pugh, (an old pupil of my 

school inddenlally) now lak- 
ing a hand. I am talking 
rather about the way profes- 
sionalism. has transformed 
ihe traditional pecking order 
of the clubs. 

It has principally been an 
English phenomenon. But 
there have been signs of the 
new era in Wales as well. Only 
rirdiff and Swansea have 
managed to maintain their 
old predominance. 

TJanelK are shadows of the 
once great team they used to 
be. Neath have always been 
an up-and-down sort of side, 
but these days they are more 
down than up. The main rea- 
son is that they have difficulty 
in hanging on to their best 
players -a factor in operation 
at Suadey Park as well as The 
Gnoll. 

Both I Jnnelli and Neath 
have now been overtaken by 
Ebbw Vale. 1 ask you, Ebbw 
VbJe! They used to have a reg- 
ular fixture with Esher, who 
definitely have not prospered 
under the new regime. Cur- 
rently they are fourth in (he 
Jewson National League 'ftvo 
South. 

Other dubs have done 
better. The Rotherham MP, 
Denis MacShane, writes reg- 
ularly urging me either to vis- 
it his local constituency - 
which I hope to do one day 
- or at least to mention 
Rotherham RFC. This 1 now 
da They are fourth in the Al- 
lied Dunbar Premier TWo, 
and may well overtake Lon- 
don Scottish, only a point 
ahead of them, to take third 
place. 

If things had gone differ- 
ently and Nigel Wray had not 
appeared on the scene, Sara- 
cens might have fotmd them- 
selves below Rotherham, 
below Esher, on. a par with 
Stre&tham-Croydon - in 
whom high hopes were once 
reposed, chiefly because of 
sane stirring performances in 
the Middlesex Sevens - but 
who now find themselves 
outside even the Second Di- 
vision South. 

Saracens have always 
been a popular side. Every- 
one wished them well chiefly 
because they never appeared 
to present a threat. They 
nevertheless attracted some 
distinguished players: cer- 
tainly some players who sub- 
sequently distinguished 
themselves such as Terry 
O'Connor, the rugby writer, 
and Iain Madeod, the late 
Conservative minister. 

Their ground was sur- 
prisingly easy to reach, once 
you got the hang of it, on ac- 
count of the great speed of 
the Piccadilly Line to South- 
gate. It belonged to the local 
authority and was so muddy 
that it would not have been 
tolerated even in the wettest 
comer of south-west Wales. 
Had it been in that part of the 
world, you would have seen 
young boys and old men pass- 
ing buckets of sand along a 
human chain until the pitch 
was parity playable - though 
to make the old Saracens 
playing area, to say nothing 
of other facilities, even half- 
way decent would have re- 



ALAN 

WATKINS 

ON 

RUGBY 


quired major public works. 

The move to Vicarage 
Road, Watford, with Ihe dub 
sharing the ground with Wat- 
ford FC, has been a great suc- 
cess, not just because 
Saracens are in the Pilking- 
ton Cup final for the first time 
at Twickenham on Saturday 
and are still possible winners 
of the double, but also be- 
cause they have succeeded in 
attracting new supporters. 

It is not so much that 
they wear the fez which 
Araturk prohibited in his new 
Turkish state, it is rather that 
they turn out in force. To get 
a gate of nearly 20,000 for a 
club match, as Saracens did 
for their recent encounter 
with Newcastle, is an 
achievement these days. 

Wasps are also in the final, 

their fourth appearance, the 
three previous ones all un- 
successful. The dub which 
holds the record for runner- 
up, by the way, is Leicester, 
with five. But the Tigers pos- 
sess the consolation of hav- 
ing won the cup five times, 
too, being second only to 
Balu’s 10 victories. 

Wisps’ move to Loftus 
Road, as tenants of Queen’s 
Park Rangers FC, has not 
■worked nearly so well. The 
ground seems echoing and 
empty. Last season I saw 
them beat - no massacre - 
Toulouse there. There was 
hardly a ripple of excitement. 

Richmond, likewise, are 
now planning to move to a 
new ground at Reading, to be 
shared with the football club. 
Last Saturday the announc- 
er contented himself with 
promising to keep the fans in- 
formed. The villains here are 
not the Richmond club but 
the Richmond council Many 
years ago, before the dub 
went professional, a promi- 
nent member complained to 
me that the local council 
took no interest, still less 
pride, in the dub and, indeed, 
seemed keener to obstruct 
than to assist. 

I am sad but not surprised 
to see that the council are 
maintaining this attitude and 
refusing to allow the club to 
redevelop a site which (pro- 
vided the small Edwardian 
pavilion is preserved,) is ide- 
al for redevelopment. 

In France the local au- 
thorities are pleased to sup- 
port their rugby teams, who 
play in fine, modem, munic- 
ipal stadiums. I wish we could 
see a similar municipal pride 
over here. There is, 1 fear, lit- 
tle chance. 
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THEY ABSORB THE IMPACT. 
WfVE ABSORBED THE COST 
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The Volvo 540 has side airbags as standard From £14,055 to £24.105. 

VOLVO. A UR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN. 
Call 0800 100 140 for afree video. 
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Resurgent Doherty reels in 





Snooker 


By Guy Hodgson 

at The Crudbte, Sheffield 


NOT even Stephen Hendry 
and Steve Davis were able to re- 
tain the Embassy Wodd Cham- 
pionship the year after they first 
won it, which put Ken Doher- 
ty’s task in perspective in the 
final yesterday. History was 
there for the making even if, by 
the same token, it was hardly en- 
couraging. 

Slowly the I rishman became 
heartened by the score, how- 


ever. Hailing by four frames af- 
ter the first day of his match 
against John Hig gins, he had 
reduced that to two by the end 
of the penultimate session. 

At its end. a score of 13-11 
meant Higgins was five frames 
away from his first world tide 
while Doherty was seven short 
of repeating his win over 
Stephen Hendry last year. A. 
long night of snooker beckoned. 

As the match resumed yes- 
terday afternoon, the day was 
heavy with possibilities for Hig- 
gins, who had established a 
10-6 lead on the first day. At 22 


he not only had his first world 
tide within reach but the world 
No 1 position that has redded 
with Hendry for eight years. 

Hie £220,000 first prize 
would also push die Scot beyond 
w inning s of half a millio n 
pounds for the season, only the 
fourth player to line his bank ac- 
count in such extravagant style, 
the others being Hendry, Steve 
Davis and Jimmy White, lo put 
it nrikfly, there W3S a lot at stake. 

The first day of the final had 
been a mixed one for Higgins. 
For much he was resplendent, ' 
knocking in big breaks from al- 


most every Doherty error, but 
there was still an element of 
what might have been because 
he slumbered in the early 
evening to allow his opponent 
to mitigate a potentially match- 
deciding position. 

Ian Doyle, Doherty’s man- 
ager, felt that could be crucial: 
“The experience of last year can 
only stand Ken in good stead," 
he said. “He’s such a good 
match player. Ken's not played 
his best snooker yet but he’s 
been solid. T think he’ll hit a 
streak of form now. 

“John’s style is to snack 


you in the face and leave you 
cold on the deck, but I saw signs 
of weakness in his semi-final 
against Bonnie O’Sullivan.” 

Higgins’ mission in the first 
session yesterday was a ample 
one^ making sure be woo at least 
half the frames to mamfam his 
overnight advantage. Anything 
else would be a bonus. Let Do- 
herty take the risks, let him do 

the chasing 

“The Wizard of Wishaw” 
was how die compare, Alan 
Hughes, introduced Higgins, 
but for much of the afternoon 
he appeared to have lost his 


wand. He began assertively 
enough, making an early break 
of 39 only to lose position and 
the first frame thanks to Do- 
herty’s visits to the table that 
yielded 20, 1 and 69 points. 

Higgins repulsed that with a 
break of 89 to take the second 
frame, only for Doherty to win 
another edgy battle with a 55 to 
make the score 11-8. The final 
riposte before the mid-session 
break was left to H ig g ins , how- 
ever, with a 130, his 12th cen- 
tury of the tournament. 

Doherty, much better than 
the previous day. had to make 


inroads into a lead that was 


was playing the better snooker, 
and when he won the next two. 
frames with breaks of 86 and 59 
to mate the score 12- 10 he was 

doing that at last l -‘ 

The next frame was the sort 
champions look back on as 
cruriaT to their victory. Doher- 
ty hada4S-31udvantage andfor 
much of a safety battle over the: 
yellow ball he appeared to.baye 
the upper hand/ One mistake al- 
lowed Higgins in and even 
when, he missed . the btdwn, ■ 
Doherty followed suit 13-10. 


The final frame of the 3 
. aonwas suitably cagey. ' 
had the first chance, 1 
. before he messed a simple' 
into the centre pocket-Dcd 
ty replied with 42 ami'; 
trappedhis opponent info 

foul shots before be sealed fe , 
'frame with a break of 311pfe-. 
, dnee Higgins' advantage. .T& 


. ... d“No matter vrtiathappens,? 
' Doyle said; “h?s been :a- wife, 
derful final for - snooker; 
tweien twopfthemdsti 
young men you. could wish 
meeLSacOy,.j -Jr ' 


Greenwood tour 


doubt after butt 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 


Newcastle 

Leicester 


27 

10 


SOME people will do anything 
to avoid a tour of New Zealand. 
Will Greenwood, Leicester's 
stylish and prodigiously gifted 
international centre, may or 
may not have succeeded in rul- 
ing hims elf out of the summer 
trip by landing a half-hearted 
head-butt on Newcastle's stand- 
off and director of rugby. Rob 
Andrew, in the closing seconds 
of yesterday’s combustible 
conLest at Gateshead. But, 
whatever the severity of his 
punishment, his imaginative 
approach made a refreshing 
change from the usual pleas of 
burn-out and injury. 

Greenwood "walked" as the 
clock ticked over into injury 
time. Newcastle had already se- 
cured two priceless Premiership 
points - paid for in blood and 
sweat, tf not tears - when Ed 
Morrison, generally regarded as 
the world’s leading referee, 
spotted the 25-year-old Lion 
connecting with Andrew as the 
dust settled on another bone- 
shaking ruck Six minutes pre- 
viously, Morrison bad issued a 
general warning lo the two cap- 
tains after a humdinger of a set- 
to between the packs. 

"It was pretty innocuous, 
more a kiss than a butt, but I’m 
afraid Ed had little choice, giv- 
en the fact that he had just an- 
nounced The next one goes' 
edict," said Andrew. *Td speak 
up for Will if asked, of course 
I would; there was nothing full- 
blooded about it and anyway, it 
was completely out of charac- 
ter. Had it not been for the ear- 
lier punch-up. I'm sure Ed 
would have taken him to one 
side and told him not to be so 
daft.” 

Like everything else in Eng- 


lish rugby, disciplinary proce- 
dures are in a state of such flux 
that it is next to impossible to 
second-guess the outcome of 
Greenwood's untimely predica- 
meut. However, the accepted 
rule of thumb - or, in this in- 
stance, rule of head - is that 
butting carries a 60-day sus- 
pension, a penalty that would in- 
evitably put England’s most 
creative midfield talent out of 
the southern hemisphere so- 
journ. 

If Dean Richards was not en- 
tirely happy with his side’s dis- 
cipline, while insisting - with a 
slightly unfortunate choice of 
words - that Greenwood was 
"not one of the game’s head 
cases”, the Leicester coach ac- 
knowledged a more general 
lack of oompusure; he was none 
too happy with the refereeing, 
either. He also delivered a wefl- 
chosen barb in the direction of 
the Premiership favourites. 
“For some reason, there is a 
problem every time we play 
them," he said. 

And sure enough, there 
were problems aplenty. Both 
Leicester props, Graham 
Rowntree and Darren Gar- 
forth, found themselves on the 
wrong end of yellow cards, as 
did Richard Arnold, the New- 
castle flanker. Arnold and Gar- 
forth were “at it" throughout the 
first half and the violent un- 
dercurrent surfaced with a 
vengeance after the break as 
Newcastle's unashamedly phys- 
ical pack turned the screw. 

One member of that pack. 
Pal Lam. was as outstanding as 
he was blameless. While 
Gateshead’s favourite son, 
Brendan Foster, confined him- 
self to running around his local 
athletics s tadium, Lam stam- 
peded all over it, covering every 
square metre of turf in a star- 
tling display of muscular ball- 
carrying. “He’s our cutting 
edge," said Andrew. “The oth- 
er forwards give him the free- 
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ACROSS 

1 Implements sole introduc- 
tion of parasites into ship? 

hard on Irish in- 
stance of spinning (4) 

9 Crashed Renault? It’s un- 
known not to be taking 
sides (10) 

10 Jewel m ring given to 


24 Small measure perhaps 
amounting to powerless re- 


straint (4) 
suit of ox 


friend (4) 
-death] 


12 After death notice rum 
edict could appear in 
judge's comment (6,6) 

15 Barge into miracle town 
shooting one's bolt (5,4) 

17 Final state included? Cor- 
rect (5) 

18 It’s good after quiet game 


25 Spirit of one using tongue a 
lot, we hear (4.6) 

26 Non-U organisation make 
application of precious 
metal? (4) 

27 Emphasise importance of 
European currency in for- 
eign accent (6,4) 

DOWN 

1 Cigarette contains new 
venomous thing (4) 

2 Shortly has to cany slow- 
moving creature (4) 

3 Insults about the Northern 
it from flashy types 


7 Proposition of fixer upset 
his set (10) 

S English manner in posh car 
which wfl] set standards for 
others (4,6) 

II Unpleasant side as on TV 
Le. violent films? (5,7) 

13 'Versatile Kate's into deco- 
rating and leisure activity 
(3-7) 

14 A French review I almost 


call lame (10) 
ling U5 


to snow lack of concern (5) 4 
to lie 


it’s vital (9) 

20 Assume affected position 
at it in duties imposed (12) 


m me main this has a ten- 
ant (5) 

Complaint of ten charac- 
ters abandoning crashed 

internet site (9) 


16 Concerning US conscrip- 
tion one can see effect of 
loo much expenditure? (9) 

21 Attempt to attract atten- 
tion, say, and tiy to get 
money sent up (5) 

22 Short body at a dance (4) 

23 Centre kick involved lone 
walk (4) 



dom to roam and that is when 
he is at his most dangerous." 

Dean Ryan, the Newcastle 
captain, bad already worked 
Gary Armstrong over for the 
simplest of opening tries on 13 
minutes when lam picked an 
angle behind his half-backs and 
ran on to Jenny WOkinson’s pass 
for a second strike early in the 
second quarter. The Falcons 
were not playing particularly 
well but, despite a brace of Joel 
Stransky penalties and a Neil 
Back try from a perfectly exe- 
cuted line-out maul, they 
readied the interval 14-10 to the 
good. 

They re-emeiged with three 
fresh ball -carriers - Va'aiga Hi- 
igamala, George Graham and 
Peter Walton - and their influ- 
ence proved decisive. When, af- 
ter 75 minutes, Walton finally 
made the line from dose range 
after a prolonged and hostile 
siege of the Leicester defences, 
the deed was effectively done. 
It was left to Andrew to rub it 
in with two penalties at the 
death, the second of which cap- 
italised on Greenwood’s flash of 
frustration. 

“Had we lost out there, it 
would have been over for us," 
admitted Andrew. “We were 
locked at 14-10 for what seemed 
like an age and it was only when 
Peter [Wilton] broke the dead- 
lock that we were able to relax 
a little. But relaxation is not re- 
ally an option; we may have the 
winning of the Premiership in 
our own hands, but no one is go- 
ing to lie down and give ft to us. 
We’ll have to earn it, probably 
the hard way." 

Newcastle: Trtea Armstrong, Lam. Wal- 
ton; Conversions Ancfrow 3; PonaKte* An- 
drew 2. Leicester Tiy Back; Conversion 
Stransky, Penalty Stransky. 



Newcastle and Leicester 
fought a bruising and bloody 
battle at Gateshead 
yesterday. Above: Tempers 
flare between between the 
forwards. Left: Newcastle's 
South African player Paul 
Van Zandvliet gets to grips 
with Leicester’s Neil Back. 
Below: Back is bloodied but 
unbowed. Leicester’s coach, 
Dean Richards, said after the 
game that he did not know 
how Bade had received his 
head injury Photographs: 
North News, Allsport, Empics 
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Southall declares an 


interest in Stoke job 


Football 


By Tommy StanHbrth 


NEVILLE SOUTHALL wants 
to be Stoke Gty’s new manag- 
er - despite their relegation to 
the Second Division. 

The former Welsh interna- 
tional goalkeeper was brought 
in from Everton for the last 12 
games of Stake's vain battle to 
avoid the drop. He was re- 
leased on a free transfer from 
Goodison Park in March. 

Stake’s caretaker manager. 
Alan Durban, confirmed his 
spell in charge was over after 
Sunday’s 5-2 defeat by Man- 
chester Q'ty that sealed their 
fate. Southall has already been 
in discussions with the board at 
the Britannia stadium. 

“1 want lo stay at Stoke and 


I want to play for the club.” 
Southall said. “I would like the 
job as manager, but there would 
have to be changes. But any 
time a club goes down there is 
always a change of personnel." 

Southall was signed as a 
player-coach by Chris Kamara 
before the former Bradford 
City manager left after just 14 
matches in charges without 
having achieved a victory. 

Bradford Cily are trying to 
sign the full-back Chris Short, 
soon to be out of contract at 
from Sheffield United, on a free 
transfer. 

West Ham have agreed to 
sign the French international 
midfielder Man: Keller from the 
German club Karlsruhe on a 
free transfer under the Bosnian 
ruling. The 30-ycar-old, who 
hopes to be included in the 


French squad for the Woiid 
Cup, has signed a four-year con- 
tract due to start in July. 

Alex Ferguson has watched 
the Cameroon international, 
Marc Vivien Fod of Lens. The 
Manchester United manager 
saw him in action in Saturday’s 
French Cup final in Paris. 

Foe, who can play midfield 
or defence, was on the losing 
side as Lens went down 2-1 to 
Paris St-Germain. 

Sky Sports will broadcast 
Ipswich against Chariton in the 
first leg of the First Division 
play-off semi-finals on Sunday 
at 1pm. At 4pm. Sky will si- 
multaneously screen Everton's 
vital Premiership home game 
with Coventry and Chelsea 
against Bolton from S tamfo rd 
Bridge on different channels. 
United swamp Leeds, page 27 
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